
TSTF–493, Revision 4 
•  TSTF–493 (July 2009) clarifies technical specifications for 

safety-related instrumentation to ensure compliance 
with 10 CFR 50.36, Technical specifications.

•  TSTF–493 (early 2010) Federal Register Notice of  
Availability includes model applications and model 
safety evaluations.

•  TSTF–493 reduces regulatory uncertainty involving  
license amendment changes to instrumentation  
technical specifications trip setpoints and allowable values.

NRC and Industry Expectations

Any facility making changes to Section 3.3 of the
technical specifications after the notice of availability is 
expected to implement TSTF–493

What Changes?
•   TSTF–493 amendments apply additional testing 

requirements to applicable instrument functions.
•   Testing requirements follow existing instrumentation 

testing procedures. 

How Extensive Are The Technical Specifications Changes?
• Scope of changes provided in TSTF–493.
•  3 exclusion criteria provided for identifying  

plant-specific deviations. 

Two Strategies For Adopting TSTF–493
1.  Option A

•  Surveillance notes are added to required TS  
instrumentation functions as delineated by  
10 CFR 50.36(c)(1)(ii)(A).

•  License applications may involve changes to single 
or multiple setpoint values.  

•  License applications can apply surveillance notes 
without making changes to setpoint values. 

2.  Option B
•  Setpoint Control Program (SCP)  is added to  

Administrative Controls TS. 
•  SCP requires an NRC staff approved setpoint  

methodology. 
•  TS trip setpoints and allowable values are moved out 

of TS to a licensee controlled document.
•  SCP contains equivalent requirements to surveillance 

notes under Option A.

Standard Technical Specifications Generic Change  
TSTF–493, “Clarify Application of Setpoint Methodology for Limiting Safety System Settings”
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