UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION II
245 PEACHTREE CENTER AVENUE NE, SUITE 1200
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-1257

August 16, 2010

Mr. David A. Baxter

Site Vice President

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Oconee Nuclear Station
7800 Rochester Highway
Seneca, SC 29672

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT FOLLOW-UP LETTER — OCONEE NUCLEAR STATION
Dear Mr. Baxter:

On August 12, 2010, the NRC staff forwarded a letter concerning the final significance
determination of a Yellow inspection finding involving Oconee Units 1, 2, and 3 as well as a
White inspection finding involving Oconee Units 2 and 3, both in the Mitigating Systems
cornerstone. The Yellow violation was related to the failure to ensure the Standby Shutdown
Facility (SSF) Reactor Coolant Makeup (RCM) subsystem for all three units remained operable
as required by Technical Specifications. The White violation related to a failure to identify and
correct Unit 2 and Unit 3 SSF RCM letdown line degradation in a timely manner after
degradation was identified on Unit 1.

As a result of our review, we have assessed Oconee Nuclear Station Units’ 1, 2, and 3
performance to be in the Degraded Cornerstone column of the NRC’s Action Matrix. In
accordance with Manual Chapter 0305, Operating Reactor Assessment Program, a
supplemental inspection (Inspection Procedure 95002) is required.

We will conduct the supplemental inspection (Inspection Procedure 95002) when you have
notified us of your readiness for the NRC to review the actions taken to address these issues.
This inspection will review the Yellow and White inspection findings issued in the August 12,
2010, final significance determination letter. This inspection procedure is conducted to provide
assurance that the root and contributing causes for the individual and collective risk significant
performance issues are understood, to independently assess the extent of condition, to provide
assurance that the corrective actions are sufficient to prevent recurrence, and to independently
determine if safety culture components caused or significantly contributed to individual and
collective risk significant performance issues associated with the violations above.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s Rules of Practice, a copy of this letter will be
made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from
the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's document system (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the
Public Electronic Reading Room).




DEC 2

Please contact Mr. Jonathan Bartley at (404) 997-4607 with any questions you may have
regarding this letter or the scope of the planned supplemental inspection.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Regional Administrator

Docket Nos.: 50-269, 50-270, 50-287
License Nos.: DPR-38, DPR-47, DPR-55

cc: See page 3
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cc:

David A. Baxter

Site Vice President

Oconee Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

Kent Alter

Regulatory Compliance Manager
Oconee Nuclear Station

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

J. W. (Bill) Pitesa

Senior Vice President
Nuclear Operations

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

Scott L. Batson

Engineering Manager
Oconee Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

Philip J. Culbertson

Oconee Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

Preston Gillespie

Station Manager

Oconee Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

R. L. Gill, Jr.

Manager

Nuclear Regulatory Issues & Industry Affairs
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

Electronic Mail Distribution

Dhiaa M. Jamil

Group Executive and Chief Nuclear Officer
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC

Electronic Mail Distribution

Kathryn B. Nolan

Senior Counsel

Duke Energy Corporation

526 South Church Street-ECO7H
Charlotte, NC 28202

Charles Brinkman

Director

Washington Operations
Westinghouse Electric Company, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

County Supervisor of Oconee County
415 S. Pine Street
Walhalla, SC 29691-2145

David A. Repka
Winston Strawn LLP
Electronic Mail Distribution

Mark Yeager

Division of Radioactive Waste Mgmt.
S.C. Department of Health and
Environmental Control

Electronic Mail Distribution

Lara Nichols

Associate General Counsel
Duke Energy Corporation
Electronic Mail Distribution

Susan E. Jenkins

Director, Division of Waste Management
Bureau of Land and Waste Management
S.C. Department of Health and
Environmental Control

Electronic Mail Distribution

W. Lee Cox, lll

Section Chief

Radiation Protection Section

N.C. Department of Environmental
Commerce & Natural Resources
Electronic Mail Distribution

Jim Kammer

RES Manager

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution

Paul Fisk

MCE Manager

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
Electronic Mail Distribution
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Letter to David A. Baxter from Luis A. Reyes dated August 16, 2010
SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT FOLLOW-UP LETTER — OCONEE NUCLEAR STATION
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