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Average US Capacity Factor

and Core Damage Frequency*

*COMPARISON TO 1992

9E-05/yr

8E-06/yr



©2018 Nuclear Energy Institute       3

Statements by the NRC Staff

“The continued use of 

dated, inflexible, and inefficient 

regulatory approaches, 

[is] an unnecessary barrier

to technology advances.”

“Continued success 

as a safety and security 

regulator will be impeded 

by the application 

of existing approaches…”

“Current regulatory practices 

lead to unnecessary burden 

evidenced by the expenditure

of undue efforts

on matters of low safety 

significance…”

“[The NRC] must accept 

a greater degree 

of risk and uncertainty 

in areas of low safety 

or risk significance.”
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Reasonable Assurance 

of Adequate Protection

RISK 

INSIGHTS

REGULATORY 

DECISION

LOW SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

Reduced Scrutiny & Touchpoints

HIGH SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

Increased Confidence & Focus
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