
February 4, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Honorable Tom Cotton 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cotton: 

 
 I write to congratulate you on your election to the United States House of  
Representatives and to introduce you to the important regulatory responsibilities performed by 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).   

As you may know, the NRC is an independent agency established by the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974 to regulate civilian nuclear power and use of nuclear materials.  Our 
mission is to protect the public health and safety and the environment, and to maintain the 
common defense and security. We work to ensure the safe operation of the nation’s 104 
operating commercial nuclear reactors through licensing, inspection, and performance 
assessments.  Additionally, the NRC oversees the use of nuclear materials by over 22,000 
licensees at thousands of hospitals, universities, and other locations around the country.  

 Enclosed is a copy of NRC’s 2012-2013 Information Digest.  Updated annually, this 
publication describes the agency’s regulatory responsibilities and licensing activities, and 
provides general information on nuclear-related topics.  Many offices on the Hill have found this 
digest to be a useful reference.  I hope that it is helpful to you and your staff. 

 If a briefing from our staff about NRC’s regulatory responsibilities would be of interest, 
please have your staff contact Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director, Office of Congressional Affairs at 
301-415-1776 or Rebecca.Schmidt@nrc.gov.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
     /RA/ 
 
Allison M. Macfarlane 

 
Enclosure:  As stated 
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The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Senator Baldwin: 

 
I write to congratulate you on your election to the United States Senate and to introduce 

you to the important regulatory responsibilities performed by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC).   

  
As you may know, the NRC is an independent agency established by the Energy 

Reorganization Act of 1974 to regulate civilian nuclear power and use of nuclear materials.  Our 
mission is to protect the public health and safety and the environment, and to maintain the 
common defense and security. We work to ensure the safe operation of the nation’s 104 
operating commercial nuclear reactors through licensing, inspection, and performance 
assessments.  Additionally, the NRC oversees the use of nuclear materials by over 22,000 
licensees at thousands of hospitals, universities, and other locations around the country.  

 
Enclosed is a copy of NRC’s 2012-2013 Information Digest.  Updated annually, this 

publication describes the agency’s regulatory responsibilities and licensing activities, and 
provides general information on nuclear-related topics.  Many offices on the Hill have found this 
digest to be a useful reference.  I hope that it is helpful to you and your staff. 

 
If a briefing from our staff about NRC’s regulatory responsibilities would be of interest, 

please have your staff contact Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director, Office of Congressional Affairs at 
301-415-1776 or Rebecca.Schmidt@nrc.gov.  

 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
        /RA/ 
 
     Allison M. Macfarlane 
 

Enclosure:  As stated 
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