Official Transcript of Proceedings

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Title:

Docket Number:

Location:

Date:

Work Order No.:

Environmental Review for License Renewal
at St. Lucie, Units 1 & 2
Public Meeting: Evening Session

(not applicable)

Port St. Lucie, Florida

Wednesday, April 3, 2002

NRC-311 Pages 1-64

NEAL R. GROSSAND CO., INC.
Court Reportersand Transcribers
1323 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 234-4433



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
+ + + + +
PUBLI C MEETI NG TO DI SCUSS THE ENVI RONMVENTAL
REVI EW FOR LI CENSE RENEWAL
AT ST. LUCIE, UNITS 1 AND 2
+ + + + +
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2002
+ + + + +
Counci | Chanbers
Port St. Lucie City Hall

Port St. Lucie, Florida

The Publ i c Meeting conmenced at 7: 00 p. m

NRC STAFF PRESENTERS:

CH P CAMERON

NCEL DUDLEY

M CHAEL MASNI K

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A-GE-NDA
Introductory remarks - Chip Caneron ............... 3
NRC presentation by Noel Dudley ................... 8
NRC presentation by Mchael Masnik ............... 15
FP&L presentation by Don Jernigan ................. 24
FP&L presentati on by TomAbbatiello............... 28

Preparation of prepared public comments
and statements ......... .. .. 32

Concluding Remarks . ... ... ... . . i 48

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(7:00 p.m)

VR, CAMERON: Good eveni ng everybody.

I’d like to welcone you to tonight’s
public nmeeting. M nane is Chip Caneron. |’'mthe
speci al counsel for public liaison within the Ofice
of General Counsel at the Nuclear Regulatory
Comm ssion and |’ mgoing to serve as your facilitator
t oni ght .

Now t oni ght’ s meeting is onthe subject of
t he preparation of an Environmental |npact Statenent
by t he NRC, the Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssi on, on the
request by Florida Power and Light to renew the
|l icenses for the St. Lucie operating units. And what
|’d like to do is just go over three things briefly
wi th you about tonight’s neeting before we get to the
substance of our discussions tonight.

And 1’d li ke to tal k about objectives for
the neeting tonight. Secondly talk about the format
and ground rules, and third, to give you a little
overvi ew of the agenda for tonight’s neeting so that
you know what to expect.

Internms of objectives tonight, we want to
make sure that you understand what the NRC s |icense

renewal process is and howyou can participate inthat
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4

process, not only tonight, but over the course of the
NRC s review of the Florida Power and Light |icense
renewal application.

And an i nportant part of the NRC s revi ew
process on the license renewal application is the
envi ronnental review and tonight’s neeting is called
a scoping neeting, which is a termthat’s used in
connection with the preparation of an Environnental
| npact Statenent by a federal agency under the
Nat i onal Envi r onnent al Policy Act. And the
Environnment al | npact Statement hel ps guide the NRC s
deci si on- maki ng on whether to grant a renewal of the
license for the St. Lucie Plants.

Scoping is very sinply an advance
preparation by the NRC to find out what types of
information we should look at in preparing that
Environnment al | npact Statenment, what types of inpacts
we shoul d consider, what types of alternatives.

And this | eads ne to t he second obj ective
for tonight’s nmeeting, which is to hear from you
menbers of the public on environnental issues and
envi ronnental concerns, and that’s why we’'re here
tonight to talk to you.

W are also taking witten coments on

t hese i ssues and the NRC staff will be tal king to you
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inalittle bit about howyou submt witten coments.
But we did want to be here personally to neet you and
to explain nore about what our responsibilities are.

And as you' re |l i steningto peopl e tonight,
either fromthe NRC or other people in the audi ence,
it may give you sone information to assist you in
preparing any witten coments that you m ght want to
submit. But |let nme enphasize that anything that you
say tonight is ontherecord and will be treated with,
the sane way as any witten conments that are
subm tted.

Interns of the format for the neeting and
t he agenda al so, they followthe two objectives of the
nmeeting, to provide information to you and for the NRC
to be able to listen to your conments.

There’s really two segnments to the
meeting. The first segnent is conprised of two bri ef
NRC presentations to give you sone background on the
|l i cense renewal process.

The first presentation is going to be an
overall presentation on the license renewal process
and then we’ll go to you for questions and answers
about that process. And then we’'re going to get a
little bit nore detailed in the second presentation

and focus on what the environnental reviewprocessis,
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and then go to you again for a question and answer.

Noel Dudl ey, who is right here, is going
to give the first presentation on the overall |icense
renewal process. And M chael Msnik, who is right
over here, is going to give the second presentation.

And 1'd like to give you sonme background
on both Noel and M ke.

Noel is the license renewal project
manager for St. Lucie for this particular |icense
renewal and he’s worked with the NRCfor approxi mately
18 years, including being a senior staff engi neer for
t he advi sory conmmittee on reactor safeguards, that’s
an advisory conmttee of experts that advises the
Conmm ssion on license applications of this type and
ot her activities.

He’ s al so been a resi dent i nspector at the
Seabr ook Nucl ear Power Plant and also a certified
| i censed operator |icensing exam ner. And the
operators are the ones who operate the nucl ear power
pl ants.

Prior to joining the NRC, Noel was a
certified shift supervisor at the Loss of Fluid Test
Facility, known as LOFTF, which in |Idaho and he was
of ficer in the Nucl ear Navy, and he spent two years in

the Peace Corps in Kenya, teaching physics and
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sci ence.

H s graduate work is from lIdaho State
University and Villanova, and he has a Bachelor’s in
Engi neering and Physics from Vill anova.

M ke’ s background, he’ s t he envi ronnent al
project manager. And you're going to see in their
presentations nowthe safety -- the eval uati on of the
safety issues comes together with the eval uati on of
t he environnmental issues. And the NRC considers both
of those as well as special inspection findings in
maki ng its decision on |license renewal .

M ke i s the environnental project manager
for St. Lucie. He has been with the NRC for about 25
years and he has a Bachel or’s fromCornell University
in Zoology and a Master’s and PhD. from Virginia
Pol ytechnic Institute in |Ichthyol ogy.

And he was part of the original
environmental review teamon the original |icensing
decision on the St. Lucie Plant.

He’' s been involved in various activities
and responsibilities at the Comm ssion including
decommi ssi oni ng and the oversight of the cleanup at
the Three Mle Island Pl ant.

And we do have, in addition to Noel and

M ke, we have people here fromother offices at the
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NRC. And fromour regional offices. W also have a
group of expert scientists with us, who are helpingto
prepare the Environmental |npact Statement. And |
woul d just encourage all of you to neet themand talk
to themafter the neeting.

The second segnent of the nmeetingis going
to be our opportunity to listen to your comrents
toni ght. And we have several people who are signed up
to speak

If youarelisteningtothings tonight and
you decide that you' d Iike to speak, that’s fine. You
didn’t need to sign up in advance, but we thank you
for doing so, because it gives us an i dea of how many
peopl e to expect.

And interns of ground rules for tonight’s
neeting --

VI DEO PERSON: You're fading in and out.

MR, CAMERON: kay.

(Audio problems wth the mcrophone
connection.)

MR. CAMERON: W want to nmake sure that
everybody has the opportunity to talk tonight. And
t hat means that we have to encourage you to try to be
as concise as possible in your remarks. And as a

general guideline, | would ask you to keep your
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remarks to approximately five mnutes. Thank-you
And we have sone flexibility there, but not a whole
lot, so try to keep it to five mnutes.

Secondly, | would ask you to only speak,
one person at a tine speaking, so that we can give
them our full attention. And we are keeping a
transcript tonight that will be avail able to anybody
who wants it and it will hel p us to keep track of what
the comrents are. So one person at atine will allow
us to have a clean transcript tonight.

Okay. The focus tonight is environnental
information. It’s the environnmental review W know
there are other concerns. Perhaps the safety issues
that Noel Dudley is going to be talking about. W
want to hear those, if you have sonme concerns about
those. And those safety issues will be referred to
t he people who are doing the safety eval uati on.

I f there are ot her concerns that don’'t fit
within the license renewal context, we will make sure
that they get back to the people at the NRC who are
responsi bl e for dealing with those particul ar i ssues.

An i mportant point to enphasizeis that no
deci sions have been made on any of these issues at
this point. Nothing has been forecl osed and we want

to hear fromyou tonight, witten cooments. W have
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our reviewto do before there will be any deci si ons,
prelimnary -- even prelimnary decisions nmade.

So | thank you for being here. And | do
want to, before | turn the neeting over to Noel, isto
thank the City of Port St. Lucie for letting us use
t hese wonderful facilities tonight and al so thanks to
t he audi o-visual staff for hel ping us out.

And with that, I'dliketoturnit over to
Noel Dudley, to give us an overview on the license
renewal process.

Noel ?

VR. DUDLEY: Thank-you, Chi p.

As Chip nentioned, | am Noel Dudley, the
proj ect manager for the safety review of St. Lucie
Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2, license renewal
appl i cati on.

As you may know, the Florida Power and
Light Company submitted their |Iicense renewal
applications on Novenmber 30th, 2001. The operating
licenses for St. Lucie Units 1 and 2 currently expire
in 2016 and 2023, respectively.

The license renewal process that | wll
overview for you today, confirns that the |icensing
basis at the time of original plant construction, as

revi sed over the years, will continue to be valid for
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t he period of extended operation.

The Atom c Energy Act provides that the
Nucl ear Regulatory Commission is responsible for
public health and safety, ©protection of the
envi ronment and the common defense and security. It
al so provides that each power reactor would have a
forty year license term But the Atom c Energy Act
went on to say that those licenses could be renewed.

The original forty year |icense termwas
based primarily on anti-trust and econom c factors and
not on any technical limtation of the plant design.

However, having established a forty year
license term the Conm ssionrealizedinthe early in
the early 1980’s that it would have to establish a
process for making license renewal decisions.
Consequent |y, the Conm ssi on devel oped and approved a
new regul ati on concerning the process for renew ng
power reactor operating licenses. This regulationis
formally referred to as 10 CFR Part 54, "Requirenents
for Renewal of Operating Licenses for Nucl ear Power
Plants."

There is a conpanion regulation that
provi des the scope of the license renewal and it is
referred to as -- the scope of environnental review--

and is referred to as 10 CFR Part 51, "Environment al
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Protection Regul ations for Donestic Licensing and
Rel at ed Regul atory Functions. ™"

Applications for |icense renewal are
submtted years in advance for several reasons. If a
utility decides to replace a nuclear power plant, it
woul d take up to ten years to plan and construct new
generating capacity to replace that nuclear plant. In
addition, plans to replace or recondition ngjor
conmponents are early considerations for |icense
renewal .

Li censees considering |icense renewal
evaluation the requirenents for additional plant
i nspections and nmai nt enance practices for the period
of extended operation. A licensee then nust decide
whether to renew a plant |icense or to begin
decommi ssioning the plant at the end of the present
i cense term

The process that the NRC provi des for, as
Chip mentioned, essentially runs in two parallel
paths. There is a safety review, which is the top
path, | ooks at the scope of |icense renewal issues
associ ated wi t h agi ng managenent prograns for passive
| ong-lived system structures and conponents.

Now this is inmportant: The Comm ssion

bel i eves that ongoing regulatory -- that the ongoing
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regul atory process is adequate to nonitor the
mai nt enance of active conponents, the current
| i censi ng basi s, and t he provi sions for plants such as
ener gency pl anni ng and security plans. Now what t hat
says, it'’sa-- theitens | just nentioned are outside
t he scope of |icense renewal .

There are many plant processes that
provi de constant attention to these things. However,
t hose processes do not explicitly | ook at the plant’s
design capabilities to copew thlong-termdegradation
of equi prent due to aging effects.

So thelicense renewal application focuses
on t hose i nspecti on prograns and nai nt enance practices
that are used to maintain the margins of safety for
safety-rel ated equi prment.

The appl i cation al so eval uat es non-safety-
rel at ed conponent s and structures that woul d adversely
affect the reliability of the safety-related
equi pnent .

Separ at el y, t he NRC  conducts an
envi ronnental review, which is the bottompath on the
slide, and Dr. M chael Masni k i s going to address t hat
in nore detail

The NRC st af f prepares a Saf ety Eval uati on

Report and an Environmental |npact Statenent. These
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products, taken together withtwo other products, form
the basis for the Conm ssion to renew a |license.

One of the other products is produced by
the Commi ssion’s Advisory Committee on Reactor
Saf eguar ds. The ACRS is an independent body of
experts from the industry, national |abs, and
academ a, who have expertisein avariety of technical
areas. The ACRS reviews the technical quality of the
license renewal application and the NRC Safety
Eval uation Report. It thenwites areport tothe NRC
Chai rman, Dr. Meserve.

There is also an NRC inspection program
that verifies certain key elenents of the staff’s
safety findings. Col l ectively, the Conmi ssion’s
decision on a license renewal application, will rely
on t he Saf ety Eval uati on Report, Environnental |npact
Statenment, and ACRS Report, and the NRC inspection
reports.

These activities are schedul ed over about
a 25 nmonth period, assumng there is not a hearing.
Had t here been a hearing petition, which was subnitted
and then granted, then the schedul e woul d have been
about 30 nonths to conplete the review process.

| will be available after the neeting if

there are any questions that you have about the agi ng
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management programrevi ew, the specifics of the safety
revi ew process, or the ultimte content of the Safety
Eval uati on Report.

Unl ess there are any questions you have
about the overall process, I'll turn the neeting over
to M ke Masni k to go through the environmental review
of this license action.

MR, CAMERON:  Ckay, thank-you very mnuch,
Noel .

(Audio problenms wth the mcrophone
connection.)

MR, CAMERON: kay, how about now?

COURT REPORTER: Yes.

VR, CAMERON: Al right.

Let’s see if you have any questions for
Noel now on the safety eval uati on.

Are you picking up anything now?

(Audio problens wth the mcrophone
connection.)

VR. CAMERON: W want to see if there's
any questions that people have and we’'re going to go
ri ght out there.

W real | y do need anot her m ke, though, to
get this on the transcript.

M. Doyl e, why don’t you come up here and
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ask your question, and then we’'ll have whoever is
going to answer it cone on up. So why don’t you comne
up here and do that and we’ Il try to get another m ke
tal king stick for you.

So just give us your nane, okay, and
affiliation, if appropriate?

MR. DOYLE: My nane i s d enon Doyl e, and
| live right in between the two power plants.

And my question for M. Noel Dudley --
t hank-you very nmuch for your presentation tonight --
is, if security is outside the scope of license
renewal and all that is required for license renewal,
per haps, are the four elenments that you nention of a
safety report, an EI'S, an ACR-- a safety report being
t he actual components of the nuclear plant and that
they’' re safe, El Swoul d be an envi ronnment statenent --
|’ mnot sure what that enconpasses, ACRS is fromthe
scientists, and NCR (sic) report is fromour nucl ear
friends.

If that’s all that’s required, what part
does security play in the licensing of the plant?

MR, CAMERON: Okay, thanks, M. Doyl e.

(I naudi bl e) M. John Tappert is with us,
who was going to deal with the security issues.

Noel , do you have anything to say about
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that first before we go on to John?

VR. DUDLEY: "1l just give a very broad
answer to that -- is that |license renewal only | ooks
at those el ements of plant aging that are not part of
t he ongoing |icensing basis.

Security is an operating plant issue.
It’s an i ssue that deals with all nucl ear power plants
that are licensed today and is dealt with as, for all
pl ants across the country. And it was intended not
have generic i ssues be included in a plant’s specific
review for |icense renewal.

And woul d John expl ai n what the situation
is with the generic?

MR.  CAMERON: kay, and John is the
section chief for the environnental review of all
license renewal s and he’ll give you nore background
for all of you on the inportant issue concerning
security.

John?

MR, TAPPERT: Yeah.

(Audio problems wth the mcrophone
connection.)

MR. TAPPERT: W say it’s out of scope for
the I'icense renewal process, because we’re | ooki ng at

granting an extension |license for twenty years, and we

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

deal with security in the current operating basis of
the plant. Not to say that it’s not inportant or that
we don’t take it very seriously, particularly in the
aftermath of the Septenber 11th attacks. The agency
has taken a nunmber of actions to upgrade the security
of nucl ear power plants. W’ ve manned our operation
center. We're in constant communication with the FB
and with the plants. W have issued orders to the
ot her operating reactor plants to upgrade the security
progr ans.

The Commi ssion is al so undertaking along
termprogramto anal yze al | aspects of nucl ear react or
safeguards. So when we say it’s out of scope, it’s
not to say that we don’t think it’s i nportant here and
that the agency isn't dealingwithit. I1t’s just not
part of this particular |icensing action.

MR, CAMERON: Thank-you, John.

O her questions on the license renewa

process, generally, before we go to Dr. M chael

Masni K.

(No response.)

MR. CAMERON: Okay. And if sonething
comes up as a result of -- if you think of sonething

you want to ask, we’'re going to have a question and

answer after Mke's presentation, so you can ask it
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t hen.

M ke? This is onthe environnental revi ew
process for |icense renewal .

DR. MASNI K: Thanks, Chip and Noel .

As Chi p nentioned, my nane is M ke Masni k
and |’ mthe environnment al project manager responsi bl e
for the environnental review for the NRC s |icense
renewal effort for St. Lucie.

Wth nme tonight is a nunber of
environnental experts, both from the NRC and from
several national |aboratories. W arrived earlier
t hi s week and we’ ve been conducti ng our environnment al
audit on a nunber of disciplines, ranging fromaquatic
ecol ogy, to soci oecononics, to radiation protection.
You can tell who we are, we’'re the guys with the
j ackets, and ties, and the nane tags.

The National Environmental Policy Act or
NEPA, was passed in 1969, and it is one of the nost
significant pieces of |egislation enacted inthe 20th
Century. For the first tine, the federal governnent
was required to consider the i npact of its actions on
t he environnent.

As you see from this slide, NEPA
prescribes a process, requires consideration of

i mpacts and requires the evaluation of alternatives.
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The requirenents for NEPA fall on the
federal agency that’'s taking the federal action, and
inthis case, it’s the Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssi on.
The NRC has el ect ed t o prepare an Envi ronnment al | npact
Statenment or in NEPA jargon, called the EI'S, as part
of the reviewextending the operating license for St.
Lucie for an additional twenty years.

What NEPA does not require is of equal
i mportance. For exanple, NEPA does not require that
the alternative with the snmall est i npact to be chosen
nor does it require that the federal agency hold
adj udi cated hearings on the inpact of the proposed
action.

As | just nentioned, our focus here is on
t he environnental inpacts of a twenty year renewal of
the St. Lucie operating |icense, which has been
requested by the |icensee.

W will also consider environnental
i npacts of alternatives to the proposed action, which
may be avail abl e, and they woul d al so i ncl ude what we
call the no action alternative. I n other words,
sinply not approving the request for |icense.

What el se does NEPA require?

NEPA was desi gned t o di scl ose i nformati on.
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The intent is for the federal agency to both inform
t he public, and to invol ve and gat her i nformati on from
the public, that m ght be helpful to us in reaching
our deci sion.

Finally, NEPA requires the federa
agencies to be candid in our discussion of inpact,
consi der ways i n which the potential inpacts m ght be
m tigat ed.

At this point inthe review, we're in the
process of gathering informati on we need to prepare
t he Envi ronnental |npact Statenent. In the jargon of
NEPA, we are perform ng what we call scoping.

A public neeting is part of our scoping
process, wth the purpose of providing you, the
public, and other governnmental agencies wth an
opportunity to participate in the preparation of the
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent, by shari ng wi th us any
i nformati on you m ght believe to have sonme bearing on
our environnental eval uation.

In particular, we're looking for
information that m ght not be readily avail able, or
concerns that nenbers of the public have, that nmay not
have been addressed by the licensee in their
environnmental report, which was included as part of

their application for license renewal.
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W want to consider any information
provided to us, to see if it warrants further
evaluation in the developnent of our draft
envi ronnent al i npact statemnent.

Now what exactly is the NEPA scoping
process?

As this slide states, it’'s a form
process that defines the proposed action and
identifies specific issues that shoul d be anal yzed in
depth by the staff. Scoping should also identify
i ssues that may have been overl ooked, and there is
where we need your hel p.

Scopi ng al so hel ps the staff to elimnate
i ssues that are not relevant to the proposed acti on.
It also identifies other environnental reviews that
m ght involve the proposed action, and as well as
| ocal , state, tribal and federal entities, that have
a stake in the decision.

Now, once we gat her our i nfornmati on and we
performour anal ysi s, and we prepare t he Envi ronnent al
| npact Statenment, we need to nake a decision as to
whet her or not the NRC should, froman environnmental
perspective, allow the licensing -- or the
re-licensing of the facility.

Thi s next slide provides what we call our
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deci si on standard. It states what we're trying
deci de, the decision we’'re trying to reach, and that
is whether or not the environnental inpacts of the
proposed |icense renewal , are so great as to preclude
the |icense renewal as a reasonable alternative.

Now | want to enphasize that if we were to
decide in the end that license renewal is acceptable
froman environnmental perspective, all that nmeans is
that it’'s okay for the licensee to operate for an
additional twenty vyears, from an environnmenta
perspective. W don’t determ ne whet her they actually
will or will not operate those additional twenty
years. Those decisions are nmade elsewhere, in
particular, by thelicensee thensel ves, and per haps by
state regul ators.

It is possible the licensee could
determne, after this review, that it is not
econoni cal |y feasi bl eto continue operatingthe plant.
I f so, they woul d shut down and that’ s their deci sion.
W are sinply determ ni ng whet her conti nued operati on
through the Ilicense renewal period is acceptable
environnental | y.

Nowthis slide gives alittle nore detail
on the environnmental review schedule for St. Lucie.

Unfortunately, it’s alittle out of focus and it may
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be difficult to read. | f you have our hand-out,
t hough, you should be able toread it. 1’1l quickly
go through it.

The | i censee’ s applicati on was recei ved on
Novenber 29th, 2001. On February 28th, 2002, we
issued a notice of our intent to perform scoping,
whi ch i s what we’ re doi ng now. W al so issued inthat
sane federal register notice, theintent to devel op an
Envi ronment al | npact Statenment on t he proposed acti on.

The scoping phase of our environnental
review will end on April 30th, 2002. After that we
wi || conpl ete the devel opment of a draft environnental
i npact statenent, which we expect to issue for public
comment in Cctober of 2002.

W will also cone back here in early
Decenber for another public neeting to focus on the
draft environnental inpact statenent that we’ve
i ssued, and to give the public an opportunity to
provi de us with any conments you m ght have on the
docunent .

After receiving and evaluating those
comments, we will then develop a final Environmental
| rpact Statenent, which we expect to issue in July of
2003.

Now we gather information for our
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evaluation from a nunmber of different sources,
i ncl udi ng t he docunent sent to us by the |licensee. W
al so neet and correspond with federal, state and | ocal
governnent officials, and interested people fromthe
| ocal comunity, which mght have information that
woul d hel p us out in our environnental evaluation.

W also visit the site, which is another
part of what we’'re doing here this week, getting
famliar wth the |local environnent, exam ning
features of particular interest, and observing
firsthand howthe siteinteracts with the environnent.

Now our review team focuses on nany
environmental interests. This slide shows the sort of
areas we're |l ooking at, everything fromthe air, to
the water, to under the ground.

W also look at i ssues such as
soci oeconom cs, how does the plant affect people’s
lives economcally. We consider environnental
justice, which focuses on the question of whether
there are mnority or |owincome population groups
that mght be disproportionately inpacted by the
proposed |icense renewal .

Now just lifting a fewkey dates fromthe
earlier slide, our scheduleis to conpletethe scoping

process by April 30th, 2002. That’'s when the public
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comment ends -- conment period on scoping ends. After
that, as | indicate, we wll issue our draft
Environnental |npact Statenment in Cctober, and we
expect to issue the final Environnmental | npact
Statenent in July of 2003.

Now |'m the agency’s primary point of
contact for the environnental review. Note that the
slide includes ny phone nunber. However, if you want
to provide nme coments, | need to get your input in a
formthat we can use, either in witing or as Chip
i ndi cated, verbal comments given here at tonight’s
meeting, which is being transcribed, and that
transcription fromthis neeting will becone awitten
record of your comments.

Now arrangenents have been nmade for the
docunents associated wth the license renewal
environnental reviewto be locally available to you.
The Indian River Community Coll ege Library has been
ki nd enough to donate sone shelf space avail able for
docunents related to our environnmental review

If you need to go the library, ask at the

front desk and they’' Il direct you to the carrel that
contains that information. At the present tine, it’'s
a couple of feet long of material.

The library will continue to receive
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docunents that are generated in the course of our
envi ronnental reviewand those will be nade avail abl e
in a simlar manner.

Al so docunents will be avail able on our
docurment rmanagenent system which can be accessed
t hrough our web page, and the website is givenonthis
slide, down at the bottom | know it’s a little
difficult toread. It’s www. nrc.gov

Basically you enter that site and it wll
direct you to our records nmanagenent program call ed
ADAMS, and then fromthat you will be able to get just
about any document that the NRC has published, not
only on this particular |icense renewal application,
but any ot her.

Now, if you want to submt coments,
witten comments to us, other than those that you're
provi ding tonight in your verbal coments, we have a
coupl e of options. You can wite us aletter and the
address you would use to get that -- to send that
letter to us is on the slide.

But | want to caution you, however, that
since last fall’s anthrax incident, many letters
delivered to the Washington, D.C. area, particularly
to federal agencies, has taken up to several nonths.

Infact, | was provided a letter this evening that was
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dated the 2nd of February, and it was recei ved sever al
days ago. Unfortunately our mail is shipped sonewhere
inthe md-Wst whereit’sirradiated beforeit’s then
sent to us.

Soif youplantosubmt witten comrents,
pl ease send them by e-mail to the address on this
slide, right down here (indicating). Wat we’ve done
is developed a -- or we set up a special e-nai
mai | box, just for the St. Lucie review. So if you
send it to that e-mail address, and | check it daily,
"1l be able to receive it.

Now i f you’'re unable to send them by e-
mai | and do plan to send themby regular mail, | would

pl ease ask that you let me know, call nme and tell ne

that you ve nmailed them so that I’'lIl be | ooking for
them and 1’1l probably ask you at that tine if you
could fax themto me as well, so | have a hard copy to

work from
And, of course, certainly you can stop in
and deliver your conments to nme personally, if you' re
in the Rockville, Maryland area, however, we haven’t
had too nmany people use this option in that past.
That concludes ny presentation and if
anybody has any specific questions for me concerning

the environnental review process, we can take those
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now. And | thank you for your tine.

VR, CAMERON: kay, thanks, M ke.

Are t here questions about the concept, or
any left-over questions from Noel Dudl ey’ s
presentation?

(No response.)

MR. CAMERON. Okay. Well, let’sgoto--
ina mnute we’ll go to hearing fromyou.

Yes?

MR. DOYLE: |’ mnot sure where to begin

onthis, but inthe reviewof nuclear power plants, is
there an acceptable loss to life in the comunity?

| noticefromspeaki ngwith several people
with ties and badges on tonight, that they realize
that there’s a cost factor through FP&L, that that’s
acceptable loss to the community for life.

And al so, will the fact that the anpunt of
catastrophic damage that can occur in the nuclear
i ndustry, whichis much greater than the petrol eum or
solar, or any other industry taken into effect, and
once accepting this, the Nucl ear Regul at ory
adm ni stration nust surely acknow edge that there is
a certain nunber of casualties that are acceptabl e,
and for every mllion people, 1'd like to ask you to

informthe public of the potential inpact or identify
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the significant issues to be discussed in depth on
this particular topic.

(Audio problems wth the mcrophone
connection.)

MR.  CAMERON: M ke, do you get the
characterization on that question?

DR. MASNI K: W don’t have an acceptabl e
nunber of deaths associated with any of the actions
that we take. Qur regul ations require actions on the
part of licensees to make the risk to the public as
| ow as reasonably can be achi evabl e.

And we do not assune that operation of a plant wll
result in so many deat hs.

MR. CAMERON: The NRC general | y does not,
in setting its regulations, does not use a cost
benefit equation in comng up wth (inaudible)
necessary to protect the public.

Is that correct?

DR MASN K: Correct.

MR,  CAMERON: Al right.

Anybody el se?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I'naudi ble) --
statistics.

MR, CAMERON: Way don’t we get one nore

statement in, okay?
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

VR. CAMERON: Al right, good. | don't
mean good, but, all right.

Let’s go to the second part of the
meeting. | don’t think there’ s any other questions
out there. And this is where we hear fromyou. And
we're going to have two short presentations by the
Fl ori da Power and Light folks now to give you their
rationale on the license renewal application

First of all we go to M. Don Jernigan
who is the senior vice-president at the St. Lucie
site, and then we’'re going to hear from Tom
Abbatiello, their environnental aide on this.

MR. JERNI GAN: Good eveni ng, and thank-
you, M. Caneron.

My nane is Don Jernigan, and | am the
vice-president of the Florida Power and Light, St.
Luci e Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

|"dliketo thank the staff of the Nucl ear
Regul atory Conmi ssion and the City of Port St. Lucie
for holding this very inportant meeting today.

This is a very inportant neeting to
identify the environnental aspects of the I|icense
renewal initiative as it relates to the St. Lucie

community, and Florida Power and Li ght wel comes both
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the insight and input fromthe comunity. And I’'d
| i ke to thank everyone that is here for attending this
evening and participating in this very inportant
process, and | appreciate this opportunity to be able
to speak to you.

Assisting me today is M. TomAbbatiello.
He is the environnental l[ead for the |license renewal
project for Florida Power and Light and he will speak
after me. We will be using this tinme to provide a
brief overvi ewof the environnmental report associ at ed
with renewing the St. Lucie Power Plant |icenses.

First 1'’d like to take just a little bit
of tinmejust totalk alittle bit about nmyself. 1 did
graduate hereinthe State of Florida fromthe Fl orida
State University with a Bachelor of Science in
Physics, and earned nmy MBA from the University of
M am . | have currently nore than twenty years
experience in the nuclear power industry. | hold a
seni or reactor operator’s |icense fromanot her nucl ear
power plant and have served as an officer in this
country’s Navy’'s nuclear power program in the
submarine service for over five years.

| joined Florida Power and Li ght’s Turkey
Poi nt Nucl ear Power Plant |ocated south of Mam,

Florida in 1991, holding a nunber of technical
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positions, before beconm ng the plant general manager
at that facility. And as sone of you may know, that
Turkey Point is widely recognized as one of the top
perform ng nucl ear power plants in the world.

And | cane to the St. Lucie Power Plant in
2001 as a site vice-president, and | amexcited to be
not only the vice-president of St. Lucie, but to be a
menber of this comrunity in the St. Lucie, Martin
County ar ea.

On a personal note, ny wife and | do
consider this a very wonderful location to live and
work. We have two children. Both are at coll ege,
except when they need nore noney and meke it a point
to come hone. W consider this a great place to call
hone and since this is our hone, | care a great dea
about this community that we live in. The prosperity
and the well being of this conmunity is extrenely
i mportant to ne.

And thinking about extending the
operations of the St. Luci e Power Plant, | believethe
process involves nore than just renewing the plant’s
| i censes. It’s about renewing our future in this
conmunity as well. And here are a few reasons why.

St. Lucie is one of the top perform ng

plants in this country and supplies a source of clean,
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safe, reliable and | owcost power to the peopl e of the
Treasure Coast. W are one of the | argest enployers
in the St. Lucie and Martin County areas, with over
800 full-time enployees, but nore inportantly, our
people do nore than just work at the power plant.
They are active nmenbers of the conmunity in the St.
Lucie, Martin County area.

The St. Lucie Power Plant provides a
source of clean energy. And it’s through our
operations that we avoid production of greenhouse
gases, which many scientists believe contribute to
gl obal warmng. And with these points in mnd, let ne
share a little nore information about the power pl ant
itself.

The St. Lucie Plant is a two-unit site
| ocated on Hutchinson |Island, about eight mles
sout heast of Ft. Pierce. At full power, this power
pl ant produces about 1, 700,000 watts if electricity.
That is nore than enough electricity to neet the
annual needs of nore than 500,000 hones.

Over the years, St. Luci e Power Pl ant has
denonstrated high levels of both safety and
reliability. It has consistently received high
ratings for both the Institute of Nucl ear Power Pl ant

Qperations, an independent organization -- our
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regul ators and peers
have repeatedly recognized St. Lucie as a top
perform ng plant.

As | nentioned earlier, St. Lucie Power
Plant also provides an economcal source of
electricity for our friends and nei ghbors here on the
Treasure Coast.

Even if you were to add the future costs
of operation and maintenance and the cost of our
| i cense renewal process, St. Luci e Power Pl ant remains
a very cost effective supplier of electricity.

W are conmitted to continue the
performance that we have denonstrated through our
renewal of our operating |licenses which, for -- which
were issued for Unit 1 in 1976, and Unit 2 in 1983.
These forty-year |licenses were i ssued after conpl etion
of an extensive evaluation of the technical and
envi ronnental aspects associated with the St. Lucie
Power Pl ant.

Today, nucl ear power pl ants have an opti on
to renew their operating licenses and continue to
provi de a val uable service to our comunity.

The preparation of a license renewal
applicationis anmjor undertaking. Thousands of work

hours are used to generate this information and to
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verify that St. Lucie would in fact continue to be a
safe and reliable power plant in the future.

"’ mvery proud of our application, and I’ mvery proud
of the teamthat has put it together.

For nore t han 25 years, our enpl oyees have
wor ked very hard to sustain the option for continued
operation of both St. Lucie units well beyond their
initial forty years of operation, through the
dedi cati on of the highest mai nt enance standards and a
commitment to safety. Not only have our enpl oyees
wor ked to keep |li cense renewal as an option, but they
have al so worked to keep this community involved in
t he process.

Empl oyees from nmany departnments at the
power plant have forned outreach teans to share
i nformati on about the plant and |icense renewal with
our neighbors and our friends in the surrounding
comunities. Qur teans have spoken to nore than 2, 000
individuals at 75 neetings and gatherings. The
feedback that we have received has shown strong
support for the re-licensing of the St. Lucie Power
Plant, to ensure its continued safe operation and to
maintain it as a nmenber of this comunity.

And I'd like to thank all of our nei ghbors

for the warmreception that you have shown ininviting
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us to share this information with you. It has
certainly given us the opportunity to hear what was
i mportant to you, and will help us in continuing our
relationship with the people of the St. Lucie
conmuni ty.

In closing let me say that during ny
career in this power industry, |’'ve had the
opportunity to |l ook at many different fornms of power
generation and delivery. | believe that the renewal
of the St. Lucie Plant licenses is the preferred
option for nmeeting the growi ng energy needs in this
regi on.

I’d like to turn this presentation over
nowto ny environnental | ead, TomAbbatiello, who w ||
gi ve some addi tional information on the environnent al
aspects of our application.

Tonf?

MR, ABBATI ELLC. Thanks, Don.

Good eveni ng everyone, and thanks to all
of you who took tine to cone out here this evening
after probably working all day.

It’s an honor to be here today
representing the dedicated enployees of FPL's St.
Lucie Plant, as we pursue renewal of the plant’s

operating licenses. Qur enployees want to remain a

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

part of this conmunity and obtai ni ng renewed | i censes
IS a necessary step to ensure we are able to conti nue
as active and beneficial neighbors inthis comunity.
As Don said, ny name is Tom Abbatiello and I amthe
environmental lead for the St. Lucie Plant |icense
renewal project.

| began work in the Navy nucl ear industry
in 1968, after receiving a Master’'s Degree in
Engi neering FromRensilier Polytechnic Institute. |
joined FPL in 1986. MW wife and |l livein PalmGCity
and we are extrenely fortunate to be able to |live and
work in a beautiful area like this.

W also believe it is inportant to give
back to the community where we live. | ampleased to
be a part of a group of FPL enpl oyees who contribute
to | ocal area agencies through the United Way. Qur
enpl oyees al so mentor students and vol unteer in | ocal
school s. W also support the St. Lucie County
Educati on Foundation in its schol arship program

FPL enpl oyees are al so i nvol ved i n hel pi ng
the conmunity through other organizations, such as
Scouts, Little Leagues, civic groups and church
programs. And the Plant’s information center, called
t he Ener gy Encount er, hosts about 40, 000 vi sitors each

year, including 15,000 students who visit on
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educational field trips.

As you can see, the peopl e who work at St.
Lucie Plant are an integral part of the |[ocal
comunity. As nenbers of that conmunity and your
nei ghbors, safety is our highest priority.

The St. Lucie Plant team is made up of
highly trained professionals who have a strong
conmmtnment to safely operating the plant. Qur
enpl oyees work hard, and are dedicated to high
standards of excellence and continuous i nprovenent.

|’m equally proud of the work we do to
preserve and protect the environment. FPL has made a
| ong-standing conmitnent to the protection of
Fl orida’ s environnent.

Qur display in the | obby shows the broad
range of involvenent and lists a few of the
environmental awards that we have received. These
awards include the WIlIliam Bankard Award for
Excel | ence in Marine Environmental Protection. And
t he National Land Managenent Award.

In February of this year, FPL joined the
EPA's new Voluntary Cimate Leader’s Program as a
charter partner. This programis ainmed at reducing
gr eenhouse gas em ssi ons.

Sinply stated, our commitnent to the
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environnent at St. Lucie Plant is an integral part of
FPL’s culture. Locally, our environnental prograns
are well known.

The St. Lucie Plant, which | ooks out on
the Atlantic Ocean, nmaintains a strong conmtnent to
sea turtle protection. Qur sea turtle program
i nvol ved around-t he-cl ock efforts, i ncl udi ng
scientific research and data gat hering, participation
in the sea turtle stranding and sal vage program
ongoi ng sea turtl e beach nesting surveys and our free
guided turtle wal ks for the public.

In fact, sone of you may have been on these turtle
wal ks, which we conduct annually during nesting
season.

One aspect of our sea turtle programis
our research, which involves exam ning the turtles
that have entered the plant’s intake canal. Expert
bi ol ogi sts, who are on our staff, nmeasure, wei gh and
el ectronically tagturtles. This unique research data
i s highly valued by other research biologists in the
scientific conmunity. The data gathered cl early shows
that the sea turtle population is steadily grow ng.
Qur sea turtle protection and education prograns are
maki ng a positive contribution to this trend.

Aside from the continued environnental
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prograns, the renewal of the St. Lucie Plant |icenses
is inportant to neeting the energy needs of Florida.
Florida s population is growing approximately two
percent per year and, as we can see fromthe city here
at Port St. Lucie, this area is rapidly expandi ng.

El ectricity consunmed per custoner has al so
i ncreased. FPL nust provi de power plants to neet the
growi ng demand for energy. It’s also inportant that
power plants be close to where the electricity is
needed, to ensure the quality of the power and the
stability of the system

Anot her benefit in renewing the St. Lucie
Plant licenses is our ability to continue providing
cl ean energy wi thout using additional land for new
power plants. In fact, nucl ear power plants prevent
substantial anmount of carbon em ssions and other
pollutants fromgoing into the air we breathe. The
positive inpact on air quality will continue during
t he period of extended operation.

Part of the process to renewour |icenses
i ncluded evaluating alternatives to |icense renewal
W studied the alternatives for generating this
el ectricity and renewi ng t he operating|licenses at St.
Lucie Plant continues to nmake good sense.

St. Lucie Plant’s license renewal has the | east
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envi ronment al i nmpact for providingelectricitytothis
regi on.

Keeping St. Lucie Plant a part of this
comunity is alsoinportant tothe social and econonic
wel | being of our neighbors. The estimted econom c
i npact of plant operation is nore than 80 mllion
dol l ars annually. The involvenent of the St. Lucie
Pl ant enployees in this comunity, as | discussed
earlier, hel ps nake our area a better place to live.

The St. Lucie Plant enployees want to
remain a part of this conmmunity and, as vyour
nei ghbors, share an interest in the well being of the
comunity and the protection of the environment. W
arecommttedto safely and reliably operatingthe St.
Lucie Plant in an environnental |y responsi bl e manner
long into the future, to nmeet the energy need of
Fl ori da.

Thank- you.

MR, CAMERON:  Ckay, thank-you very mnuch,
Tom and
t hank-you, Don

I’m going to go first to Dr. Alice
O Keefe, who is with the American Association of
Uni versity Wonen.

DR. O KEEFE: First of all, | want to say
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t hat, you know, | ooking about anong t he sea of suits,
i mportant people, and I’ mjust Jane QPublic, really.
" ma school teacher, been a school teacher, a coll ege
professor, and | have lived here in Florida, down on
Hut chi nson I sl and, three m | es away fromthe pl ant, on
t he ocean, since 1987. |’ve been here fifteen years
or nore.

And |"’mout inthe community and | talk to
a |l ot of people. And nost of the people realize that
nucl ear energy is clean. And you know, | hate you,
Don, and | hate you, Tom because you said everything
| was going to say about the turtle walk, about the
envi ronnental | y sound, and t he prograns t hat you have.
They do build houses for habitat for |ow incone
fam li es.

And | want to say a special hello to
Rachel Scott, who got ne involved and cane very
sweetly to one of our AAUW University Wonen neeti ng,
to explain sone of the things that are going on with
energy.

You know, | was going to say ny God, who
doesn’t have a conputer, who doesn’'t have air
conditioning, what would Florida be wthout air
condi tioning, and all of things and the reasons for

electricity I want for nyself, and I want for ny
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famly, and want for the conmunity. But unless it’s
provided in a safe way and that the environment’s
protected, | kind of, you know, would still want it,
but 1’'d have to have sone reservations.

But | have always felt that the clean air
has been tested by the national people, by the state
people. | have found themto be a very good nei ghbor,
three m | es away. They are i nvolved in the community.

They do -- they have contributed to our
Martin County Schools, too, conputers and school
supplies. | don’t if anybody knows t hat, but they do.

And | really feel that if you can get the
-- you can provide the energy for the people -- and
you know, Florida's energy needs are growi ng at two
percent annually, and | think as Tomor Don said, that
over a half a mllion homes could be supplied with
electricity, but it’s got to be done safely. And |
feel that they have a good safety record for 25 years,
and | think they're going to go on for another 20
years, so | tell you | do support that they get their
i cense renewal .

Thank- you.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, thank-you very rnuch
Dr. O Keefe.

DR. O KEEFE: Now |I'm going to the
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ai rport.

MR,  CAMERON: Al'l right.

W' re going to go next to M. Paul Hiott.
And M. Hiott’s with the St. Lucie County Council of
Soci al Agencies, but also a nenber -- or with the
United States Navy Retired Submari ners.

MR. H OIT: Yes, thank-you, Chip.

| just wanted to nake known to -- we had
a presentation made to us by the power plant at the
Council of Social Agencies, very well received by
them to be able to support the renewal through the
process that they’ re going through now And | wanted
to just get -- briefly go into the background of
nysel f, beinginthe Navy for twenty-and-a-half years,
on several nucl ear  submari nes, and sl eeping
approximately 80 feet away froma reactor. | spent
ei ght years under water while a reactor was running,
and approximately, like |I said before, 80 feet away
was where ny bunk was.

| feel so safe around them | felt safe
because they produced the power for the subnarines.
And they’'re also regulated so nmuch by the -- in the
Navy, it was naval reactors that was -- it seened | i ke
they were there constantly, doing inspections and

everything el se, to make sure that they were safe and
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properly run.
And t hese pl ants that we have here in St.
Lucie and various other ones around this nation are
nonitored on a, alnost daily basis, by sonebody
wal ki ng around and doi ng sonet hi ng.
So safety is their concern. It’s for our
well being. And | feel likeit’'s avery positive note

that we have this energy available to us and it’s
produced at a clean | evel, and al so that the process
here continues on, and to renew the plant’s |license
when it comes due.

Thanks, Chip.

MR. CAMERON:  Thank-you very nuch, Paul.

Let’s go next to Jane Row ey from Cora
Conmmuni ti es.

M5. ROWNLEY: Good eveni ng everyone.

| have to take ny gl asses off. | reached
that point inlife wherel can't see up close, | can’t
see far away. |It’s like no-man’s | and.

Good evening, ny nane i s Jane Row ey and,
as a resident of Port St. Lucie for 23 years -- there
were 9, 000 peopl e here when we first noved here. 1'm
a former elected official with the City of Port St

Luci e, past president of the Chanber of Conmerce, and

a trustee for Indian R ver Community Coll ege.
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W need electricity, as the good doctor
said before she left. As we have seen in other parts
of great country, there have been power shortages.
Thi s means we need power fromSt. Luci e Nucl ear Pl ant.

Pl anni ng for the future neans renew ngt he
St. Lucie license. There is no need to reinvent the
wheel , we have it. W have a very inmportant comunity
partner in St. Lucie Power Plant. Let’s do the right
thing and use an existing source to nmeet our needs.

| support the renewal of the St. Lucie
i cense for clean, affordable electricity. They're
good nei ghbors. Good nei ghbors al ways contribute the
econony. St. Lucie Plant nmeans cl ean energy. Let us
keep the plant that provides safe, clean, reliable
electricity.

Inclosing, | have not tal ked to anyone in
this comunity and, believe nme, I'm on a lot of
commttees. My jobis being out inthe cormunity, and
tal king with people, and neeting with people. | have
not met one person who feels that the plant is not
environmental ly concerned or friendly. So | think
they should get their license renewal.

Thank-you very much.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you, Jane.

Let’s hear next from M. Vince Barry of
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Wonder ful Wednesday.

MR. BARRY: Good eveni ng.

My nanme is Vincent Barry. My wife and |
live at 181 Nort heast Fatima Terrace, herein Port St.
Lucie. We would like to voice our support for the St.
Lucie Plant |icense renewal .

My wife and | have livedin Port St. Lucie
for the past 14 years and during that tine, we have
conme to depend on Fl ori da Power and Light, and the St.
Luci e Nucl ear Power Pl ant to provi de a safe, cl ean and
econom cal electricity, in a dependabl e nmanner.

The St. Luci e Power Pl ant has never fail ed
us in that regard. In an uncertain world, it is very
conforting to know t hat when you need electricity or
the services that are associated with it, they are
t here.

It is also conforting to know that the
electricity that 1is being generated, is being
generated using the cleanest, the safest fuel on
earth, nuclear power. It is my understanding that
nucl ear power poses no air pollution problens and
m ni mal ecol ogi cal inpact duringits use. | certainly
woul d li ke to see the vital connections that |ink the
St. Lucie Plant to our econony, to a cleaner

envi ronnent and, nost inportantly, to the entire
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conmuni ty, continue for the next twenty years.

I naddi ti onto being an excel | ent supplier
of low cost electrical power, the St. Lucie Power
Plant is a good neighbor, that participates or
sponsors a nunber of educational, environnmental and
civic activities.

The Energy Encounter, with its hands on
el ectrical exhibits, is anmust see attracti on each and
every tinme our children and our grandchil dren pay us
a visit.

For sometinme now, ny wife and | have
attended t he Wonder ful Wednesdays prograns, which the
St. Lucie Plant puts on. These hi ghly educational and
entertaining progranms have given us many hours of
enj oynent, as well as enlightennent.

It was here that we becane aware of the
ongoing training and testing that all operators and
pl ant personnel are subjected to, of the witten
procedures that are in place for every operation, of
t he conti nuous preventative nmai nt enance prograns t hat
are stringently applied, and of the quality contro
surveillance activities that confirmthat all these
safeguards are in place, working as planned, and
docunented. All of these efforts are directed to the

assurance of an absolutely fail-safe operation.
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W were al so nade aware of the vital role
that you fol ks of the Nuclear Regul atory Com ssion
play, to make sure that safety is at the forefront of
all plant operations. And for this, we thank you.

The St. Lucie Power Plant is not only a
pl ace t hat produces cl ean, safe, |l owcost electricity,
it alsois an environmentally friendly facility, that
provides a honme to dozens of rare, threatened or
endangered birds and ani nal s.

The Turtle Beach nature trail mentioned
here earlier, is opentothe publictoenjoy Florida’s
natural beauty. The plant’s beaches provide one of
t he best nesting sites for threatened or endangered
sea turtles, and the overall facility itself is a
pl ace of quiet beauty.

Finally, nmy wife and | fully support
renewi ng the license of the St. Lucie Nuclear Power
Plant and we would like to see that it continues
building onits record of excellence and its culture,
t hat puts community heal th and saf ety above all el se.
W would like to see it continue for twenty years or
nore and far beyond.

| amrem nded of the football coach on a
TV conmer ci al when he says, "When you find sonething

t hat works, you keep using it."
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The St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant is
sonething that works. Let’'s keep using it.

Thank-you for letting ne express nmy vi ews
and to lend ny support for the renewing of the St.
Luci e Nuclear Plant’s |license. Thank-you.

VR, CAMERON: Thank-you very much, M.
Barry.

And next we're going to go to M. Jim
Vojcsik. And M. Vojcsik is the Director of the St.
Lucie County Veteran’s Servi ces.

MR. VQICSIK: Director of the United Way
of Martin County.

MR,  CAMERON: Let’s change that to

Director of the United Way of Martin County. Sorry.

| was really proud, | got your nane correct.
MR VQICSI K: You did get ny name
correctly. Thank-you, | appreciate that.

My nanme i s JimVojcsik, and ny wi fe Donna
and | have lived in the area for three years, since
1999. And along with our two children, we care very,
very deeply about the safety of the community. And I
do want to commend you all for having this process of
reviewing this plant and the |icense renewal.

| amthe Executive Director of the United

Way of Martin County and |’m speaking tonight on

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

52

behal f of our organi zation in support of the license
renewal for Florida Power and Light St. Luci e Nucl ear
Pl ant .

The power plant is an inportant source of
energy for our comunity. Denmands for energy in
conmmunities in the Treasure Coast of Florida are
growi ng annual ly, and we need the power fromthe St.
Lucie Plant to neet our needs for electricity. The
pl ant supplies us with an avail abl e source of | ow cost
electricity and the plant’s already here, and we can
use it as a resource to neet our comunity’s energy
needs.

The St. Lucie Plant is a good nei ghbor.
Speaki ng on behal f of the United Way of Martin County,
| personally know many of the enployees at the St.
Lucie Plant and |I know how they’'re involved in the
conmuni ty. And | know personally that they are
i nvol ved with many organi zations that are naking a
difference in our quality of life in the comunity.

The enployees at the plant give very
generously to local United Way canpai gns here on the
Treasure Coast. They contri but e hundreds of t housands
of dol |l ars each year to |l ocal charitabl e organi zati ons
t hrough their participation.

The plant annually conducts one of the
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nost successful and spirited enpl oyee fund-raising
efforts on the Treasure Coast. And recently the
United Way of Martin County recogni zed an enpl oyee at
the power plant as one of our nbst outstanding
vol unteers of the year

The plant is also one of the |argest
enpl oyers in our area, and it’s very inmportant to our
| ocal econony. A business of this size would be very
difficult toreplace. The plant’s payroll, purchases
and property taxes supply our |ocal governments with
revenue whi ch we need to provi de services on which we
depend.

I n concl usi on, because the power plant is
i mportant to our comunity, it’s a good nei ghbor, it
has a good environmental track record and produces a
vi abl e source of low cost electricity, cleanly and
safely, we should keep this plant in operation for
twenty nore years, and we support the |license renewal s
for the St. Lucie Power Plant. [Attachment 3c]

Thank- you.

MR, CAMERON: Thank-you, M. Voj csi k.

Next, let’s goto Patricia Baldwi n of the
Soroptimsts International of St. Lucie County.

M5. BALDW N:  Thank-you, and |’ msurprised

you could say it. Was that your first attenpt at
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sayi ng soroptimst?

MR. CAMERON: | amsurprised | could say

M5. BALDW N: That’'s very good, very good.

My nanme is Pat Baldwin. |’mactually an
attorney here in Port St. Lucie. |’ve been here for
four years, enjoy the environnent, and have never
heard any concerns about the power plant.

I’'m here on behalf of Soroptimsts
I nt ernati onal . And the wonen in Soroptimsts are
wonen, they’ re professional wonen, and they work in
the community. They live in the comunity. Their
children go to school in the community. And they
asked nme to come here and speak on behal f of them

Sonmet hing M. Dudley said that kind of
concerned nme, if the application is not renewed. |If
the application is not renewed, he said it would take
ten years to create an alternate source of energy.
And think about that. W’ d have to take ten years to
find alternate sources of energy. Wat is the cost
going to be? Where is it going to come fron? Is it
going to be available? And now we have a plant we
have to shut down. \What’'s the cost of shutting the
pl ant down? What’'s the cost going to be for jobs in

the community if we have to shut the plant down? And
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what are the ot her environmental costs that it’s going
to take to get sources that probably aren’'t going to
be in our own conmunity? Qur conmunity will suffer.

| haven’t heard anything from anybody
that’s caused me any concern on the renewal. The
envi ronment seens to be considered. FP&L seens to be
doing a great job in trying to protect the
envi ronnent, doing progranms for the community that
hel p support the soci oeconomni c and al so t he ecol ogi cal

envi ronnment .

In light of the, you know, t he
alternatives to the renewal, | think we need to
support the renewal. Again, | haven't heard any

opposition to the renewal from coll eagues or from
menbers of Soroptimsts, and | think if we start
| ooking at the detrinments if we don’t renew, we have
a real problemon our hands.

| think it’s in the best interest of the
conmunity to renew the application.

MR. CAMERON: Thank-you very nuch.

Douglas Davis, the St. Lucie County
Chanber of Commerce.

MR. DAVI S: Thank-you.

Firstly, | am Doug Davis. | reside at

2201 Atl antic Beach Boul evard in Ft. Pierce, whichis
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on North Beach, and |I'’m a 45 year resident, having
noved down here in 57, so |’ ve been here | onger than
t he pl ant.

What | wanted to say i s when the plant did
first cone up and was planned to be built, | had
certain reservations because it was an unknown to mne.
| had certain concerns about health and safety,
envi ronnent al issues.

And | dolivewithinthe ten mle radius
where | live. And | do surf, and | surf right off the
beaches where the plant is, so |I’ve had a 25 year
experience that has provento ne that this particul ar
energy source is sonething that | have nothing to be
concer ned about.

I think that anybody that can be here and
to do the job that they do, and do it in a manner --
that 1’ve lived through
t he process and |’ ve seen it work. | highly recommend
it and | fully recomrend that the operational |icense
be renewed, on a personal basis.

Al so, the power plant here is sonething
that has dramatically affected ny life, asit has with
many lives in our community, in the way that | have a
beautiful famly due to the power plant. M father-

in-lawis an el ectrical engi neer that noved here from
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Pennsyl vania 27 years ago, and | got to marry his
daughter, and | have three beautiful children.

So that’s sonet hing that just proves that
there’s a cormunity fabric that’s i nterwoven, that’s
taken place with FP&, they're just a part of the
comunity, and a very val uable part of the comunity
and sonething that’s nore than just a business here.
It’s sonmething that’'s a -- it’s a life.

And ny brother-in-lawand his whole fam |y
are part of the electrical union out there. Many of
ny good friends are all enpl oyed out there, sothere’s
areal tiewith the cormunity there, just in the way

t hat they’ ve established thensel ves, and they’re part

of -- they are us.
On a professional level, I own ny own
busi ness. I’m the president of Richard Davis

Construction Corporation and | al so have served for
the first six years of the St. Lucie County Chanber of
Commerce as president. | have another six -- excuse
me, six nonths, not six years -- six nonths and | have
six nonths to go. But I'’mhere also to represent the
prof essional community to say that we recogni ze t hat
FP&L is our, one of our major enployers in this
community. They have excellent job opportunities in

the high tech, in the pay, and all the perks that they
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provide, so it’s a great source for those that have
grown up here, to be able to cone and fi nd enpl oynent,
and provide for thenselves and their famlies. Their
investnents in property and facilities provide
extrenely strong part of our tax base that drives our
conmuni ty.

O course, nany people spoke about how
comunity-active they are. And | don’t know as nuch
about that, but | do know Rachel Scott and | do know
her | eadership for United Way here in St. Luci e County
has been phenonenal this past year

And | heard the nane of the electrica
uni on nmentioned many tinmes at their banquet and how
they step up to the plate, and they personal ly invest
in our community in charitable giving, so we appl aud
themin that.

And we brought this to our own Chanber of
Conmerce Board of Directors, and had the full
presentation, and had a unani nous support for the
license renewal. And | wanted to bring to that to the
attention, for consideration, that there was not one
single vote opposed to that. That’s from the St.
Luci e County Chanber of Commerce. Professionally and
personal ly, | support the license renewal .

MR,  CAMERON: Thank-you, M. Davis.
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Let’s go to N ck Theodore for sone
comments. And Nick is with Carpenter’s Local Union
130.

MR. THEODORE: My name i s Ni ck Theodore.
l’"’m a resident of Port St. Lucie. |1’ve lived here
since 1987.

Prior of being a business representative
for the Carpenter’s Union, | was a journeyman
car penter out of Western Pennsylvania. |’ve worked in
probably every type of power generating facility that
you could inmagi ne, whether it be gas, coal, trash-
burners, 1’ve worked them all

And when | first canme down here and | got
di spatched to go to work at St. Lucie, |I thought I was
working in a hospital. The place is extrenely cl ean.
You |l eft there al nbost as cl ean as you went there, and
we do sone heavy construction worKk.

There's people that, in my trade, have
died working at plants, building them maintaining
them but FPL has al ways stressed, from day one that
| was there, worker safety i s paranount, public safety
i s paranount.

On behalf of the carpenters and the
buil ding trades, because FP&L does wutilize the

bui I ding trades over there -- as a matter of fact,
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since 1997, | think we’ve set three world s records
for maintenance at that facility, and, Don, | think
|’ve seen about five, four or five site vice-
presidents prior to you com ng on board -- and it’s
all been stressed the same way.

But on behal f of the building trades and
Carpenter’s Local 130, security is always taken care
of over there. The workers are taken care of. The
environnment and the public is always taken care of,
and we endorse the extension of the
re-1icensing.

MR, CAMERON: Thank-you, Ni ck.

I think that covers all of the people who
signed up in advance.

| would want to give the opportunity to
anybody who does want to give us sone brief coments
at this time, to step forward.

Anybody, anybody out there?

M. Doyle. Cone on up.

MR. DOYLE: Thank-you, Chip, and agai n,
t hank-you, everyone, for presentingthis information.
This is a, basically information exchange for nyself
tonight. I'mlearning alot, and | really appreciate
the input fromthe people of St. Lucie.

And 1'd just like for them to consider
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that there’ s a bigger world out there also, it’s abig
state. And even if a lot of megawatts are generated
that can benefit several hundred thousand hones,
there’s a lot nore people out there and a |ot nore
| and, and, and aninmal s that don’t need to benefit from
that, and that could be affected i f anythi ng does go
Wr ong.

And that’s ny one concern. That’s why |’ m

here tonight.
And that’s the only reason, because | |ove ny fell ow
humans. | had a great tinme out at the A ynpics, and
| really felt international vibes out there. And,
but, so coming home, | just want to nake sure
everybody is safe and that we think about what we’'re
doing in our conmunities. And | just don’t want you
to nake any m stakes that we can’'t correct.

You know, because President Ei senhower
said that we can afford to sacrifice a few thousand
peopl e out there in the defense of national security.
| do believe that all industries, coal-fired plants,
oil burning plants, they all have their allowable
deaths per mllion ratio, but nuclear power, by the
very nature of it, it’s acceptance and pronul gati on
anong t he very fewgoverni ng and regul at ory bodi es, we

don’t have a | ot of people giving input on this, just
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the NRC and FP&L. We don’t -- it’s not nandatory that

our | ocal communities and counti es even comment onit.
W' re just counting on one vote, that’s from Gover nor
Jeb Bush, through the Congress. So, we -- as |l ocals,
we have to keep an eye out for this.

But the nuclear industry presents a
catastrophi c scenario never before imagi nabl e, and,
besi des t he usual nunber of injuries and deaths in the
energy field. W nust convince our | eaders, but nore
i mportantly, the people who work for NRC and FP&L,
that they are the ones who do all the work. Wthout
them t hi ngs woul d be different.

That this unquantifiable resource called
life must be guaranteed as it is by our Constitution,
and t hat for the mere sake of noderni zati on, we shoul d
not surrender ourselves for themon what they ask ne
to do, aml the one who should die? \Wo elseintheir
statistics could they be referring to? | know |’ m
included in the population count. M death and the
possi bl e deat h of countl ess peoples is acceptable to
NRC r egul ati ons and FP&L procedures. It’s threatening
and it’s not worth it.

There were bl ack-outs inthe Western U. S.,
remenber those? Well, nuclear power plants need

electricity fromouter sources. Could be a problem
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It’s only backed up in the house.

Charge peopl e nore percentage-w se, who
use nore electricity. Let’'s raise the rates. Hey,
I"’mall for it. | don't need nuclear power. 1’1l pay
alittle nore.

Nowhere here tonight did | hear that we
must conserve. | think this is one of our greatest
focuses that we nust do. The el ectricity consuned per
customer has to decrease. | hear that’s been on the
i ncrease.

Parents, can you give up TV tinme and go
for a hike with your kid instead? Can’t we all use
| ess electricity? Let’'s sacrificethe trivial things
inlife so that we don’t have to sacrifice the nost
sacr ed.

By allowing NRC and FP&L to operate, we
accept and condone the possibility of a nuclear
catastrophe and | hate to use those words and |
apol ogi ze for it.

"’ mnot a ganbl er and | don’t know whet her
you can remenber the | ast ti me soneone seriously asked
you to bet your life on sonething.

Thank- you.

MR, CAMERON: kay, thank-you, M. Doyl e.

And | guess | would just rem nd everybody
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here that these are personal opinions that are being
expressed by people on these issues.

And | don’t think that we have anybody
el se who wants to speak tonight, so | would just thank
you for all com ng out and t hank you for participating
t oni ght .

It’s aninportant decisionthat the NRCi s
faced with and the information you gave us tonight
will help us to nmake that deci sion.

So we’'re adjourned at this point.

(Whereupon, at 8:30 o’'clock, p.m, the

public nmeeting was adjourned.)
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