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The public neeting was held in the Public
Meeting Room Louisa County Ofice Building, One
Wol f ol k Avenue, Louisa, Virginia, at 1:30 p.m, Chris
Gimes, presiding.

NRC REPRESENTATI VES PRESENT:

CHRI'S CGRI MES, Chief, License Renewal and
St andar di zati on Branch, Facilitator

ROBERT PRATO, Safety Project Manager

ANDREW KUGLER, Environnmental Project

Manager
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(1:32 p.m)

MR GRI MES: Ladi es and gentlenen, if
you'l | take your seats, we'll try and get started on
time, stay on time, and stop on tine.

Good afternoon. My nane is Chris Gines.
' m Chi ef of the License Renewal and Standardi zati on
Branch of the Nuclear Regul atory Commi ssion. Today
|'"m going to step out of that role to serve as the
facilitator for this public neeting and to nake sure
t hat you acconpl i sh and we acconpl i sh sone i nformati on
shari ng.

The purpose of this neeting is for the
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion to discuss a license
renewal application for the nuclear power plant at
North Anna Station. And we want to share sone
information with you about the Ilicense renewal
process, and we want to get sone i nformation fromyou
about your interest in the process and the potenti al
i npacts of the license renewal for North Anna.

Briefly, the agenda for today's neeting
is, first, we will beginwth sone short introductory
descriptions of the process and the NRC s nethod of
conducting a |license renewal review, and then we're

going to offer you an opportunity to ask sone
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guestions about that process and to exchange
i nformati on about any questions you m ght have about
how we' re going to go about satisfying our process.

And t hen we have a nunber of speakers who
are going to provide comrents about North Anna and
license renewal and the public interest in the North
Anna Stati on.

Could I have Slide 2, please?

This neeting is being transcribed. W
want to make sure that we capture all of the thoughts,
concerns, and interests that you have. It's very
i nportant that our process provi de an opportunity, an
anpl e opportunity, for public input.

The recorder for our neeting today is Mary
Jo Mtchell, and she's going to make sure that we
capture your every word.

Oral comments that we receive during
today's neeting will be treated exactly the sanme as
witten conments that nmay be submitted to the NRC
related to this |icensing action.

The staff is going to explain how to
submt witten coments. Wen you ask questions or
when you meke comrents, we'd appreciate it if you
woul d identify yourself for the record and identify

your affiliation if that's appropriate.
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Al so nmake sure that you use a m crophone,
and for our purpose this room size is just about
right, but if you'll just raise your hand, I'Il bring
this wal king stick over to you and you can use this
m cr ophone.

Al'so, if you happen to have any witten
materials that you want to subnmit, please nmake sure
that the recorder gets a copy of those witten
materials so that they can be included with the
transcript.

The basic rules for conments are we ask
each speaker to limt their comments to about five
m nutes so that everyone will have an opportunity to
conment. That's not arigidrule, but if I find that
speakers are, you know, taking nore tine than we can
afford, | may ask you to sumup. W want to make sure
that there's anple opportunity for all of you to
participate in this process.

Also, 1'd like to suggest if there are
detail ed comments, those mght be nore effectively
submtted tous inwiting, and as | explained, we're
going to describe how the witten comments can be
subm tted.

We're going to beginwth presentations by

the NRC staff on the process. First we're going to
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have Bob Prato, who is the Safety Project Manager for
t he Dom ni on application, describe an overvi ew of the
i cense renewal process.

Then we' re goi ng to have Andy Kugl er, who
is the Environmental Project Mnager, describe the
NEPA process and the environnmental review.

And also | would like to introduce Joe
Nakoski or John Nakoski . Excuse ne. He is the
Section Chief inthe License Renewal Branch, and he's
going to be available to help field questions in the
event that you have questions about the plant or the
process.

And with that, I'll ask Bob Prato to make
his presentation about the |icense renewal process.

MR. PRATO  Everybody can hear ne?

kay. Good afternoon. |'mBob Prato, and
| amthe Project Manager for the safety review of the
North Anna Unit 1 and Unit 2 |icense renewal
appl i cati on.

And what that means i s | coordinate all of
the activities that involve about 30 different staff
engi neers and a national | aboratory in the eval uation
of the application fromthe safety perspective. And
what |'m going to do today is give you a short

presentation. |In that presentation |'mgoing to have
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t hree obj ectives.

The first objectiveistogiveyou context
and t he backdrop of why we are here, what brought us
to this place today.

And then I ' mgoing to discuss the staff's
role and responsibilities with respect to |icense
renewal .

And then |' mgoing to describe the safety
revi ew process in general.

At that point I'"m going to open up the
floor to questions. 1'dlike toremnd you that this
i s your day, your opportunity to ask your questions,
and | strongly encourage it. |f you have any
guesti ons, please stand up and we'l| be gl ad t o answer
t hem for you.

|f you ask sonmething we don't have the
answer to right now, we wll respond to you in
witing. Sol encourage anybody who has any questi ons
to please step forward.

So wi t hout any further delay, let me talk
alittle bit about the context and the background.

As nost of you know, on May 29th, 2001,
Domi ni on, the corporationthat owns and operates North
Anna Unit 1 and Unit 2, submitted an application to

renewthe |licenses for North Anna Units 1 and 2 for an
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addi ti onal 20 years.

That was a dual application that they
submtted. Now, we refer to it as a dual application
because they not only submtted an application for
North Anna's Unit 1 and Unit 2. They also submtted
an application for Surry Unit 1 and Unit 2, the other
nucl ear power facility that's owned and operated by
t hat conpany.

And what we're going to do as an
organi zation is we're going to review both of those
applications from the safety aspect in one single
review, and the reason we're going to do that is
because both of those facilities are identical or
simlar.

Their primary systens are identical. Al
four units are Westinghouse PWR, pressurized water
reactors, that were built and desi gned during t he same
period, basic sane period of tine.

Fromthere we're going to take a | ook at
any di fferences, and we're going to eval uate the North
Anna differences as entities in thenselves and the
Surry differences as entities in thensel ves.

And then we're going to take a | ook at any
uni queness for each of those pl ants and eval uat e t hose

individually, and this will help us to do a nore
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effective and efficient job overall.

And then for the environnmental review,
it's going to be done a little differently, and |I'm
not going to steal Andy's thunder, but basically
they're going to take a Jlook at both sites
i ndependently and do separate, independent review on
t he environnmental aspects.

The reason for this is because the
environnental reviewis site specific, and each site
is unique. So there will be two separate eval uations
for the environnental side of the review

As far as the staff's roles and
responsibilities -- next slide, please -- the Atom c
Energy Act of 1954, as it has been anended over the
years, gave the staff three basic responsibilities.
The first is public health and safety. The second is
to protect the environnent. And the thirdis for the
conmon defense and security of nuclear power
facilities.

The Atom c Energy Act also limted the
licensing of nuclear facilities for no nore than 40
years, but at the sane tinme gave the staff the
authority to renew those |licenses for additional 20-
year peri ods.

Now, the original Iimtation for 40 years
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was not based on any technical limtations, not even
for generating facilities in the 1950s. The reason
that the 40-year limtation was put on was because of
antitrust and other econom c reasons.

However, because the original licensing
termwas |imted to 40 years, sonme of the systens,
structures, and conponents were only designed to
operate for 40 years. Realizing this, in the early
'80s, about the sanme tinme as many of the early
facilities startedto think about relicensingof their
plants, the staff recognized that they needed to
i dentify what was needed to grant an extended |icense
and to define the process that would need to be
i npl emrented to achi eve that goal

Therefore, the Comm ssion set forth the
requi rements for license renewal in Part 54 of Title
10 of the Code of Federal Regul ations. Now, Title 10
of the Code of Federal Regulations is just the |aws
that govern the use of nuclear material in this
country. That's all nuclear mterial. That's
nmedi cal , i ndustrial, and power generating
appl i cati ons.

10 CFR, Part 50 are the rules for the
operation of nuclear facilities once a license is

recei ved.
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Part 54 defines the requirenments for
renewi ng those |icenses.

In addition, Part 51, a conpanion
regulation to Part 54, provides the scope of the
envi ronnental review.

kay. Part 54 does define the process,
and as far as the process goes -- next slide,
pl ease -- Part 54 allows an applicant to renew the
i cense; allows an applicant to submt an application
to renew a license after 20 years of operation. The
reason they are allowed to submt an application for
a renewed license with as nuch as 20 years of
operation left ontheir current |licenseis becausethe
time for design and construction of a new, major
generating facility, such as a nucl ear power plant or
| arge coal -fired unit, is approxinmately ten years.

Now, if an applicant cones in after 20
years of operation and submits a request to renew
their license and they go through this two, three-year
process, and at the end of that process they are
deni ed permission to renew that |icense, then they
have sufficient tinme to determne what alternate
source they're goingtouse, tositethat facility, to
do the planning, the design and the construction

wi t hout the | oss of power during the period of tinme
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where the need for power is constantly increasing.

So that's the reason why we allowthemto
cone inwth as much as 20 years | eft on their current
license. The whole intent is to keep the |lights on.

In addition, Part 54 provides the
expectations for the public, the staff, and any
potenti al applicant regardi ng the plant i nspecti on and
mai nt enance practices for the period of extended
operation that nust be denonstrated before a renewed
| icense is issued.

In other words, the rule defines the
safety and environnental requirenments to help us
determ ne the best decision for the facility as to
whet her or not to deconmmission it or allow it to
continue to operate.

The rule, Part 54 again, focuses on the
aging of passi ve, long-lived structures and
conmponents. The reason the Conm ssion focused the
requirements for |icense renewal on passive, |ong-
lived structures and conponents i s because there are
ongoi ng regul atory requi renent s and processes i n pl ace
that nmonitor and maintain the renmining systens,
structures, and conponents and address energency
pl anni ng and security planning.

These are things that are constantly and
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routinely attended to under the regul ati ons. However,
t hose processes did not explicitly look at plant
design capability to manage | ong-termdegradati on of
equi pnment due to agi ng.

Sothe license renewal application focuses
on those i nspecti on prograns and nmai nt enance practi ces
that are used to maintain the margin of safety in
pl ant safety equi pnent by nanagi ng applicabl e agi ng
effects.

In Iight of all that has been said, the
staff reviews the applicant's license renewal
application froma safety and an envi ronnment al i npact
aspect and issues a safety evaluation report and an
environnental inpact statenment to docunent our
findings. Those reports are taken together with two
addi ti onal independent reviews.

The Conmmi ssion's Advisory Committee on
Reactor Safeguards, better known as ACRS, is an
i ndependent body of experts primarily fromindustry
and academ a who have particul ar expertise in safety
i ssues, and they evaluate the quality of the staff's
findings and t hey docunent these findings in a report
to the Conm ssion.

There is also an independent inspection

program that verifies certain key elenments of the
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staff's safety findings as well, and these are
docunented in inspection reports al so.

Therefore, the Comm ssi on deci sion on the
i cense renewal application for North Anna and Surry
will rely on the staff's safety evaluation, the
environnmental inpact statenment that includes the
public comments, the ACRS report, and the inspection
findi ngs.

The schedul e for this process i s about 25
nonths long fromthe date that the application was
submtted. If requests for petitionstointervene had
been recei ved, that schedul e woul d have been ext ended
approximately five nonths to allow for the hearings,
but no petitions were received.

That nmeans we are currently scheduled to
make a decision as to whether or not to renew the
licenses for North Anna and Surry in July of 2003.

Now, that concl udes ny presentati on. Does
anybody have any questions?

MR. GRIMES: Are there any questions about
t he overal | process for |icense renewal before we have
M. Kugler go into the environnmental review process?

(No response.)

MR. PRATO Before | sit down, | want you

to know that John and | will be available if anybody
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has any questions that come to m nd after the neeting.
Pl ease approach us. W wll do everything we can to
make sure that your questions are answered. Okay?

Thank you.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, Bob.

M. Kugler will now describe the
envi ronnmental revi ew process.

MR. KUGLER: Thank you, Chris.

Good afternoon, everybody. My nane is
Andy Kugler, and | am managing the environnental
reviewfor the North Anna li cense renewal application.

|'m overseeing a team of experts in

various fields who are eval uating the i npacts of this

activity.

Next slide, please.

The first thingl'dlike to do is explain
the process that we're using. |It's a process that

follows the guidelines in the National Environnental
Policy Act, also referred to as NEPA

NEPA requires us to use a systematic
approach -- I|I'"mhearing this feedback or is it just
me? Isit? Ckay -- systematic approach to eval uating
t he i mpacts of the proposed action of |icense renewal .
We | ook at the inpacts of the action, and we also

consider mtigation for any significant inpacts.
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In addition, we' | | ook for any
alternatives tothe proposed acti on and consi der their
environnental inpacts as well.

The NEPA process is a disclosure tool
that's intended to i nvol ve the public and allowus to
gain insight into what the public's concerns are.

The Nucl ear Regul at ory Conmmi ssi on
considers license renewal to be a mmjor Federal
action, and what that nmeans for us here is that we
will prepare an environnental inpact statenent to
docunent the results of our eval uation.

Currently we're in the process of
gathering the information we need to perform that
review, and part of that is to gather input fromthe
public. What we're |l ooking for to a |large degree is
are there any issues that the public considers to be
a concern to the environment in relation to the
operation of North Anna and particularly in relation
to |icense renewal .

Next slide, please.

This slide gives an idea of the basic
approach that we take in our review. W' re attenpting
to determne whether or not license renewal is
acceptable from an environnmental perspective, and

we' re | ooki ng to determ ne whether or not to preserve
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this option of continued operation of these units
beyond the original |icense.

One thing I'd like to enphasize here
because it's not always clear to people is that our
determ nationis sinply whether or not it's acceptable
to continue operation. Wether or not the plants are
actual ly operated for an additional 20 years woul d be
-- that decision would be nade by the |icensee, by
state and | ocal officials. They nake that deci sion.
Qur decision sinply gives themthat option.

Next slide, please.

This flowchart givesalittle nore detai
of the environnmental review. It's simlar to the
slide that Bob showed you on the overall process.

We received the application at the end of
May of this year, and we i ssued a notice of intent in
Septenber of this year. And the notice of intent
indicated we planned to issue or develop an
envi ronnental inpact statenent, and it al so began t he
scoping period, requesting public input into the
process.

This nmeeting is one part of the scoping
process. We're also | ooking for comments in witing
if people prefer to submit themin that form

In addition, during this same tinme and
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during our visit here, we are spending tine out at the
site with the team looking at the site and the
envi ronnent around the site.

As a result of our review of the
envi ronnental report and ot her i nputs, we'l| determ ne
whet her or not we need addi tional information fromthe
licensee, and we'll make any request for additional
i nformati on by Decenber of this year

W' || then conplete the devel opnent of a
draft environnental inpact statement by May of next
year and publish it for coment. It will be avail able
for you to make comments on at that point, and we w | |
al so cone back here at that time for another neeting
to give you the opportunity to provide us wth
conments in person

After that we will take any comments t hat
we receive on the draft, make any appropri ate changes
to the docunment, and develop a final environmental
i mpact statenent, and we expect to issue that around
Decenber of next year.

Next slide, please.

In preparing the environnental inpact
statement, we take inputs froma nunber of different
pl aces. W ook at the licensee's environnental

report, which was part of their application. W take

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

the public coments that we get here at this neeting
and subm tted t hrough ot her sources tous. W talkto
ot her Federal agencies, state and |ocal agencies,
| ocal officials, social service agenci es.

So we gather information from all the
sources that we can find basically that will provide
us wth input that we can use to nmake our
recommendat i ons.

Next slide, please.

The teami s made up of a nunmber of experts
in various fields, and in this slide we're trying to
gi ve you an idea of the various areas that we cover.
W' re | ooking at everything fromthe air to the water,
the ground, |and use, archeological and cultural
resources, and al so soci oeconom c inpacts, an area
that many people m ght not consider when we start
tal king environnmental, but that is an area that we
consider. Andincludedinthat is a special category
cal l ed environnmental justice, and we're | ooking at if
there are any inordinate inpacts on certain groups
caused by the proposed action, in this case the
conti nued operation of this plant.

The peopl e that we have on our teamare a
m x of people fromthe NRC staff and fromsone of our

nati onal | abs, and we bringin expertise fromthe | abs
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in order to make sure that we have all of the experts
that we need to evaluate the operation of the plant.

Next slide, please.

| amt he agency's poi nt of contact for the
environnental review. M phone nunber is here if you
need to reach me for sonme reason, if you have sone
guestions that you want to ask.

The docunents associated with |icense
renewal are going to be available in tw places
nearby. One is the library here, the Louisa County
Li brary, and we're also placing docunents in the
Al derman Library at the University of Virginia. That
was the old | ocal public docunment roomif any of you
have used that previously.

The application is there. W will be

putting documents there as we generate them As we

i ssue documents they will go to the libraries, and
we'll also put a copy of sonme reference materials
there as well. So if you want to | ook at themfirst

hand, you have that opportunity.

You can al so | ook at docunent s t hr ough our
Wb site. The key docunments associated with |icense
renewal are avail able under license renewal. O her
docunments that cone in that are associated with the

pl ant are avail abl e through our docunment managenent
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system call ed ADAMS

Next slide, please.

We tried to provide you with as nmany ways
to submt comments as we could. OQobviously this
neeting is one opportunity to do so. Al'l  verbal
conments here will be treated as we woul d any witten
coment s.

You can submt comments inwiting to the
address shown on this slide. You can al so submt
comrents electronically to the E-nmail address that's
provi ded at the bottomof this slide.

And an opti on al nost nobody t akes, but you
could cone visit us in Rockville if you want and
deliver the comments in person. People don't take
t hat option too often.

Al'l the comments that we receive will be
considered in developing the environnental inpact
statenent. The conments that we receive today and in
witing during the scoping periodw Il be sumari zed,
and we'll issue a scoping summary report.

And if when you filled out the
regi stration card you put your address on there, we
will mail you a copy of that summary report so you can
see it. If not, it will also obviously be avail abl e

t hrough our docunent nmanagenment system and in the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

libraries once it's issued.

That summari zes the environnental review
process and conpl etes ny coments.

MR GRIMES: Thank you, Andy.

Are there any questions about the
envi ronnental review process or any questions about
what the NRC s role is in this licensing activity?

(No response.)

MR GRIMES: [|f not, I'mgoing to proceed
on and introduce the speakers who have signed up to
provi de oral coments to us, and our first speaker is
going to be Lee Lintecum who is the Louisa County
Adm ni strator.

M. Lintecum

MR. LINTECUM Thank you very much. It's
a pleasure to neet with you, and it's a pleasure to
have the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion and al |l ow us
the opportunity to speak on the relicensing of the
North Anna nucl ear power plant.

Let me first say welcone to beautiful
Louisa, and thank vyou for affording us this
opportunity. And, of course, as County Admi ni strator,
|'m also representing the Louisa County Board of
Super vi sors.

During nmy tenure here, we have found
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Domi nion to be a very good corporate citizen. Their
safety and security concerns and personnel are
excellent. They work very closely with the Sheriff's
Department and with our energency services personnel
and keep the county personnel advised of all unusua
and usual incidents that take place there.

Dom nion has proved to be a very good
civic citizen, contributing both tine and financi al
resour ces, both corporately and through its
i ndi viduals. For instance, the North Anna Vol unt eers
recently hel ped us wi th a park by providing free | abor
and equi pnent. They erected a picnic shelter and
hel ped develop a ball field that probably saved
t axpayers $20, 000 and hast ened t he devel opnent of the
par k.

Sothat's the type of rel ati onshi p we have
enj oyed with Dom ni on.

| guess the biggest contribution that
Domi ni on nmakes is in regard to our enpl oynent and tax
base. Domnion is, by far, the |argest enployer in
the county, enploying over 900 people, and it
contributes over $12 mllion a year in real property
t ax.

To hel p you under stand what that neans is

that wi thout the North Anna nucl ear power plant, in
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order to bring in that sane anount of revenue we woul d
have to double the current real estate tax rate, and
our citizens cannot support that at thistinme. W are
wor ki ng very hard to expand our tax base and be not so
dependent upon one source, but we still have a |ong
way to go in that regard.

I n summary, the North Anna power plant is
vital to Louisa now, and it could have devastati ng
effects without it. W, again, enjoy a very good
relationship with the people there, and we feel good
about their operations.

Thank you.

MR GRIMES: Thank you, M. Lintecum

Qur next speak is going to be Linda
Edwards. Ms. Edwards is the Director of the Louisa
County Economi c Devel opnent Adm ni stration.

M5. EDWARDS: Thank you. Thank you very
much for asking ne to add a few coments to M
Li ntecum s words.

| would like to just address a few
rel evant points so as not to be redundant in what he
has sai d.

North Anna Power Station is a good
economni ¢ devel opnent partner. This is to say Dom nion

Power and Loui sa County have a very good rel ati onship
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inthe fieldof econom c devel opnent. | enjoy working
with Kent Hill, who is the Econom c Devel opnent
Director stationed in Richnond. He is always

avai |l abl e for questions, to do research, and has at
every opportunity been very hel pful to me in ny work.

Dom ni on Power has for many years provi ded
mar keting material in econom c devel opnent, and up
until just recently we were using this brochure, and
| m ght add that they do this for many, many counti es
in the Cormonweal th of Virginia.

|"mcurrently working with the Ofice of
Econom ¢ Devel opnent in R chnmond on a new brochure,
which will be very inportant to us in our marketing
programas we try to broaden our busi ness base and t ax
base.

I"d like to nmention just one sinple way
that it adds up, all of the many, nmany opportunities
that Dom nion provides for wus, but for exanple,
Dom ni on annually supports the IDA, the Industrial
Devel opnent Aut hority's annual neeting.

I n summary, North Anna i s profoundly good
for Louisa. Louisa needs, wants, and wel comes the
North Anna Power Station. From a personal point of
view, if it were not for this | eader of Dom ni on and

our key comunity servant, mnmy job would be even nore
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critical and it would be even nore difficult to
provi de what we need to provide for our county.

Thank you very much, and we are extrenely
happy to be partners in econom c devel opment wth
Domi ni on Power .

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, M. Edwards.

Qur next speaker is going to be Jinmmy
Candeto, who is the Mneral Town Manager.

MR. CANDETO | just want to say thank you
for this opportunity to speak to you all on North
Anna's behal f.

| feel 1've only been here a short eight
nonths in this area, but I'mvery much i npressed with
what |'ve seen at North Anna. Louisa County is
extrenmely fortunate to have North Anna Power Station.
The financi al benefits are extrenely attractivetothe
county.

The conbi ned salaries reach al nost $50
mllion, which contributes significantly to our | ocal
econony. They paid |ast year ten and a half mllion
dollars to the County of Louisa, and since the
i nception, they have paid $160 millionin taxes tothe
County of Loui sa.

| personally admire the cormitnment tothe

environnent. The conpany has adopted policies that
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are conpati ble with protecting our natural resources.
They work to protect all mgratory birds with policies
and procedures fromthe U. S. Departnment of Wldlife.
Domi ni on biologists regularly nonitor the health of
the fish in Lake Anna.

A two-year study of Lake Anna confirnms
that the | ake supports a healthy fish popul ation.

North Anna desires to be a good corporate
citizen, and they've proven to be one. They' ve
denmonstrated this in the past by adopting a hi ghway,
keeping it free of litter. They' ve provided
Thanksgi ving baskets to the needy. They' ve
contributed blood drives. They've sent nmentally and
physically chall enged children to canp.

Over the | ast decade, they have donated
nor e t han $100, 000 i n support of the Loui sa comunity.
Some recipients include the Louisa County Library,
Li nkAges of Louisa, after prom school parties, 4-H
Council, and Crinme Sol vers.

Their enpl oyees are also generous with
their nmoney. From1998 t hrough 2000, t hey contri but ed
nore than $315,000 to the United Way. | admire the
generosity of the conpany and their enpl oyees and f eel
privileged to speak on their behal f.

Thank you.
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MR. GRI MES: Qur next speaker is going to

be Duff Geen, who is the Orange County Emergency
Servi ces Coordi nat or.

M. Geen.

MR. GREEN:. Thank you, Chris, |adies and
gent | emen.

My name is Duff Geen, and |I'm the
Emer gency Managenent Coordi nator for Orange County, a
job in which |'ve been associ ated for about 20 years.

Let me state at the onset that |I'mnot an
enpl oyee of North Anna and have never been an
enpl oyee, and | don't even own any stock in
Domi ni on/ Vi rgi ni a Power .

| retired after 50 years i n the newspaper
business and became associated wth energency
managenent when | was elected to the Orange County
Board of Supervisors in 1978. | was Chairman of the
board my last four years, and this by Virginia | aw
made ne automati cal |y becone Orange County's Director
of Energency Managenent.

After retiring fromthe board, | accepted
t he j ob as Ener gency Managenent Coordi nator, whichis
nostly vol unt eer.

| have foll owed North Anna Nucl ear Power

Station's progress since it first damred the North

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

Anna River in 1970, and | have not hing but praise for
its safety record and environnent and its efficient
oper ati on.

This facility has had a trenmendous
econom ¢ benefit tothe citizens of Orange County and
its other surrounding counties. The station's
enpl oyees are highly qualified people who al so serve
with nunmerous volunteer organizations and church
boards in Orange County.

The short of it all, I strongly reconmend
that North Anna be given a renewal of its operation
(sic) to operate.

Thank you.

MR GRIMES: Thank you, M. Geen.

Qur next speaker is going to be Ashland
Fortune, the Louisa County Sheriff.

SHERI FF FORTUNE: Thank you, Chris.

It's a pleasure to stand before you al
this afternoon to give you sonme of the inpact that
North Anna has brought to Loui sa County.

| live exactly eight mles from the
traffic |ight out here to nmy home on Route 208. Many
times |'ve been out in the yard working, and people
have stopped and wanted to know where Lake Anna and

Virginia Power is located. | direct themthere and
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give them ny card. | get a letter back from them
thanking me for letting them know about Virginia
Power .

They go out toit, cone back, and they are
real enthused with it.

Virginia Power has done a | ot for Louisa
County. |'ve been in |awenforcenment in my 38th year
right here in Louisa Country. | see alot of changes.
| see factories close up. W' ve got two factories
that closed up about 10 to 12 years ago, and that
real ly hurt Loui sa County, but Virginia Power took the
sl ack up and carried Loui sa County on in tax revenue.

And 1'm here to tell you this afternoon
that | would like to see that the |license be renewed
and Virginia Power continue because it help so many
civic organi zati ons.

I|"minvolved in the Crinme Sol vers. They
have played a big part with Crinme Solvers, and the
noney they have donated to the Crine Solvers really
put an inpact on solving crime. The citizens know
their information will go along way when they call in
a crine.

Now, also Virginia Power also has kept
food on people's tables here, <clothes on the

children's backs, helped the school system given
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mllions of dollars a year to needy famlies. |'m
here to tell you that and | believe that Virginia
Power's | i cense shoul d be renewed and continued on to
serve the community and furnish power to all over the
wor | d.

Thank you.

MR GRIMES: Thank you, Sheriff Fortune.

Qur next speaker is going to be WIIliam
Hayden with the Lake Anna G vic Associ ation.

MR. HAYDEN. Good afternoon, |adies and
gentlemen. M nane is WIIliamHayden. | amPresident
of the Lake Anna Civic Association.

We presently have over 1,500 nenbers who
live or own property in over 120 subdi vi si ons around
Lake Anna. | represent and speak for those property
owners today.

Domi nion Power and its predecessor,
Virginia Electric Power Conpany, in the operation of
the North Anna Power Station have been an excell ent
nei ghbor to us, and t he stewardshi p of the environnent
has been out st andi ng.

After the | ake was created and fl ooded,
t hey nonitored the aging or maturing of the | ake for
over 20 years on a continuous basis at a nunber of

sanpling points to insure that no negative inpacts
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wer e devel opi ng.

Several years ago, the North Anna Power
Pl ant st opped their water sanpling program The Lake
Anna Ci vic Association in the sumrer of 2000 forned a
water quality conmttee, and in conjunction with the
Virgini a Departnent of Environmental Quality devel oped
a programto nonitor the water quality in Lake Anna.

As we were doing our background work to
determ ne what had been done in the past, the
personnel at the North Anna Power Station provided us
with the environnmental data that they had collected
over a 20-year period. This data was extrenely
hel pful in guiding us as we determ ned what we shoul d
do and how we shoul d shape our program

We started our water sanplingeffortsthis
past fall after receiving training by personnel from
the York watershed and Virginia Departnment of
Envi ronnmental Quality.

We startedinitiallywith 13 sites and now
expanded from the 13 sites to 20 and anticipate
further expansion to 26 sites around the various
points in the | ake.

As we were getting our water quality
program organi zed, we realized very quickly that

al t hough we could collect the water sanples through
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t he use of volunteers at virtually no cost, there was
a substantial requirement for funds to purchase our
initial water sanpling equipnment, as well as a
recurring cost to have the water sanples anal yzed.

As an exanpl e, our initial water sanpling
kits cost us $270 each, and so far we have purchased
20 sets, for a total of $5,400 and are planning to
purchase an additional six sets soon.

Al t hough several organi zations prom sedto
assist us with funds to cover our water quality
noni toring program Domnion was the first to step
forward and come through with an initial donation of
$1, 500.

These funds, along with funds put up by
t he Lake Anna Ci vi c Associ ation al | owed us t o purchase
our initial equi pment and get our programstarted. At
this tine we're testing the water in Lake Anna at 20
sites, and we're testing the water for turbidity,
tenperature, acidity, fecal chloroform phosphorus,
and di ssol ved oxygen. W anticipate soon in adding
nitrate and chl orophyl |l testing.

The present | aboratory anal ysis cost to us
is $45 per sanple for each sanple anal yzed. The
nitrate will add another $35. The chlorophyll wll

add anot her $60. This will make our total test cost
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of $140 per site, or $3,640 for anal ysis costs for one
test series at 26 sites.

The North Anna Power Pl ant works closely
with us on all of our activities. Thei r
representative to our associationis George O Connel | .
| do not believe he has ever missed one of our
neeti ngs, either annual neetings or our nonthly board
neeti ngs.

This allows Dom nion to be apprai sed of
our thinking on issues that we are presently dealing
with, as well as things that we are planning for in
the future.

Thi s past June we sponsored a Land on the
Lake Day to provi de a forumfor conmunity educati on on
t he environnental concerns around Lake Anna. Agai n,
Domi ni on qui ckly stepped forward with an offer to | et
us use their Visitor Center facilities and, in
addi tion, donated $1,000 to us to assist in funding
t he program

Thi s programwas extrenely well attended
by over 700 property owners fromaround Lake Anna, as
wel | as the surrounding community. Again, we offer
our thanks to Domi ni on for their assistance i n hel pi ng
us carry out our environnental program

Domi ni on has al so supported us since the
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formati on of our associ ati on by meki ng avail abl e their
Visitor Center nmneeting roons for our annual meeti ngs.
Thi s was done even t hough our annual neetings are on
Sat ur days when the center is nornmally cl osed. So they
have gone out of their way to assist us.

Inclosing, | wouldliketoreiterate that
Dominion is well liked by all property owners around
Lake Anna. |In our perception, they are good stewards
of the environment. They do not disturb us in any
way, and they just very quietly do their thing of
generating electricity wthout polluting our
envi ronment .

They run a very safe facility, and we have
all grown very confortable with having them as
nei ghbors. So nmuch so that we often tend to forget
that there is even a nuclear facility nearby.

Thank you for affording ne the opportunity
to address you today inrelationto your deliberations
relative to the North Anna operating permt for the
power station, and | would urge you to renew it.

Thank you.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, M. Hayden.

Qur next speaker is going to be Jerry
Rosenthal with the Concerned Citizens of Louisa.

MR. ROSENTHAL: | thank you for allow ng
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me to speak and for holding this neeting.

" minmy 22nd year of being involved with
Nort h Anna, watchi ng what goes on at the plant, and
the issue of getting a license renewal is nmuch nore
serious than just a fewjobs or the taxes that's going
on here.

What' s happening is this county i s being
asked to buy a used car. W're getting a car that's
been out there for a whole bunch of years, and we've
got some serious things that need to look at it.

Let's look at several issues to begin
with. | think we can start with Septenber 11 and | ook
at the issue with that.

We have sitting there on the flight path
fromDulles. Less than seven mnutes with ajet from
Dulles that's in the air, it could be at North Anna.
What woul d happen if that jet crashed into the plant?

W need to investigate that. W need to
investigate nultiple terrorists com ng at the plant,
not one terrorist, not one group. Two groups, three
groups comng from land and sea at the sane tine.
What woul d be the effect of doing this?

We are sitting at the plant not just with
t he productionfacilities, but storagefacilities. W

have the water, the swi nm ng pools, and we have dry
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cask.

VWhat happens if a terrorist got into the
dry cask facility and hit the cask with a rocket
grenade? It doesn't have t o make a nucl ear expl osi on.
It can send that nuclear material out.

How woul d t hey f eel when Lake Anna has got
all sorts of plutoniumin there?

So we have Septenber 11 as sitting right
there. Secondly, we have the i ssue of MOX. Virginia
Power has wavered on this MOX. They canme before the
Board of Supervisors here, sent a letter saying they
shoul d not use MOX

They reneged. They said they would use
MOX. They changed and fli pped again. Nowthey're not
going to use MOX

However, if MOXis used at the plant, the
protocol of an accident changes, and we're set with
hot spots on the core.

Secondly, Virginia Power has not signed
out of the MOX agreenent. Wile they' ve said they're
not going to use it, they're in agreenent with the
DCE, and they haven't signed out of the agreenent.
They're still init.

So wher e does t hat | eave the i nvestigati on

vis-a-vis MOX? MOX use, either Virginia Power has to
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come straight out, say they're not going to use MOX

will never use MOX, or an entire investigation needs

to be done of the effects of MOX in ternms of the
envi ronnental things that are going on.

We al so have an i ssue that Virgini a Power
is starting to push pebble bed. Are they thinking of
putting a pebble bed at North Anna? What effect is
this going to have?

You can't divorce these i ssues froma 20-
year extension.

We need conpl ete anal ysis of the concrete
and | i ni ng goi ng t hrough heat chem cal heating cycl es,
stuff like that.

We need to deal with the regul ar rel eases
that come fromthe plant, the radioactivity that is
regularly vented off of the reactors.

In terms of | heard the gentleman from
Lake Anna Civic Association talk about all of the
t hi ngs they' re checki ng at the | ake, but radi oactivity
was not one of them That's seens incongruous that
t hey woul d be checking fecal sanples, but next to a
nucl ear plant they're not interested in checking for
radi oactivity in either the water, the fish, the
al gae?

The Russi an experience has shown over a
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| ong period of tine alot of the radi oactivity ends up
sinking to the bottomin the nud. This type of stuff
needs to be checked.

And when we're tal king about nonitoring,
it woul d be advant ageous t o have i ndependent nonitors,
separate fromthe nucl ear power conpany itself or the
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmmi ssion. Let's get sone
i ndependent nonitors, and let's nonitor the workers.
What is the long-termhealth of the workers? Let's do
epi dem ol ogi cal studies. Let's nonitor the community.
Let's nmonitor the environnent, all -- all conpletely
i ndependent|y.

When we tal k about security, we're tal king
about security around the | ake. Wat about security
at the dan? What about a boat riding up to the dam
just full of explosives? Boom the lake is gone. The
plant's closed, and it would take years to get that
back.

We have to deal with nore security issues,
and it's not just at the plant itself.

And whil e we can acknow edge sone of the
positive contributions that Virginia Power and their
i ndi vi dual s have nade, we al so have to deal with the
trut hful ness of Virginia Power. We discussed the

flip-flop of MOX. W have other issues where 24, 23
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years ago they were absolutely going to build Units 3
and 4. Yes, we're going to build 3 and 4. Yes, we're
going to build 3 and 4. No, we're not.

W' re confronted frequentlywithautility
whose primary purpose is profit, and they are willing
to say lots of things, but we have to as a comunity,
and the | arger comuni ty of bei ng t he governnent, | ook
at the long range i ssues about what is happeni ng and
not rely exclusively on Virginia Power.

One ot her issue, again related quickly to
our security. The NRCitself closed the Wb site for
security reasons and yet | eft open all of the nucl ear
power plants. It's just something for us to think
about .

Thank you.

MR GRIMES: Thank you, M. Rosenthal.

Qur next speaker is going to be Lisa Cue
with Public Citizen.

M5. GQUE: Thanks, Chris, and thanks to all
of you for attending this inportant neeting.

My nane, again, is Lisa Gue. | work for
Public Citizenin Wshington, D.C. W're anonprofit,
national nonprofit, public interest organization
cel ebrating our 30th anniversary this year, and |

appreciate this opportunity to be here in Louisa

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

County with all of you.

Public Citizen opposes the relicensing of
nucl ear power plants, and | want to |ocate that
comment not only in the context of North Anna Power
Pl ant, but actually within the broader context of the
energy policy debate that's going on nationally.

Wiile we sit here, there are people
sitting inroons all over the country and, of course,
al so i n Washi ngton, D.C. discussingtheissuesrelated
to energy supply and nucl ear power as part of that
m X.

Public G tizen reenphasi zes at this point
when we're tal king about relicensing nuclear power
pl ants our | ongstandi ng concerns with nucl ear power,
t hose being that it's unsafe, uncl ean, and expensi ve.

Speaki ng about safety, nuclear power
operates at the extremes of technology, at the
extremes of safety, and unfortunately we have had
denmonstrat ed nost notably with t he Chernobyl acci dent
15 years ago in the Ukraine the possibility, the real
possibility that exists with every operating nucl ear
power plant for a catastrophic accident costing the
i ves of not only many peopl e but generations to cone.

Speaki ng of the environnental aspect or

t he uncl ean aspect of nucl ear power, power plants are
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not only poised on the brink of this kind of
cat astrophi c acci dent at all tines, but al sorel easing
routine anounts of radiation into the air and the
wat er .

And on top of that, there's the issue of
t he hi gh | evel nucl ear waste that i s generated t hrough
t he process of irradiating the fuel, and at this point
there i s no known way to safely di spose of high |evel
nucl ear waste.

That's sonething that clearly has to be
t aken i nt o account as we consi der relicensing because
relicensing just the North Anna Power Plant for the 20
years that's being proposed would result in an
addi ti onal 400 netric tons of high | evel waste being
added to the mx, the mx being already a nounting
stockpile with no solution in sight.

And finally, nuclear power has never
exi sted w thout heavy government subsidies which
conti nue, and as a consumer advocacy organi zati on, we
believe and we're convinced that it's really tine to,
after 50 years of nuclear power, it'stine to end the
subsidies andto beginthetransitionto a sustainable
energy future.

In any case, certainly right nowis the

wong nonent to be discussing relicensing at all.
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First of all, the licenses at the North Anna Power
Pl ant don't expire until 2018 and 2020. Certainly the
situation is going to change within the next two
decades, and it would be nuch nore logical to be
havi ng a scopi ng -- a conversati on about envi ronnent al
scopi ng closer, when we know nore about the actual
envi ronnent that woul d be affected a few decades from
NOW.

And, secondly, as one of the previous
speakers pointed out, the events of Septenber 11th
have brought into relief some of the very real
security concerns that exist around nuclear power
pl ants. The Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssi on, Congress,
and ot her governnment agencies dealing wth nuclear
projects really need to take time at this nmonent to
pause and to demand a full and thorough, independent
investigation of the security situation at the
nation's nuclear power plants and what would be
prudent in terns of how to nove forward, keeping in
m nd what we now know to be not just a hypotheti cal
threat, but a real threat.

The NRC, respondi ng to many questi ons, of
course, about security related in light of the
Septenber 11th attacks, responded that no nucl ear

power plants operating inthe U S. or around the worl d

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

for that matter were designed to withstand the ki nd of
attack that was experienced at the Pentagon and the
Wirl d Trade Center a nonth ago, and that is definitely
sonething that we need to keep in m nd.

Again, this is a time to be noving.
Relicensing the North Anna Power Plant points us in
the wong direction in terns of the transition that
needs to be made for a safe and secure energy future.

| do just want to nmake a few specific
conments when it conmes to the environnmental scoping
aspect for this particular power plant. Public
Citizen urges the NRC to take into account in this
envi ronnental inpact -- supplenental environnental
i mpact assessnent the nonconpliance reality of the
North Anna Power Plant. It's not very useful to have
an environnmental inpact assessnent that assunes that
this plant will operate in conpliance at all tines.
W know that that is not the case.

Secondly, this environnental i mpact
assessnment needs to take into account the inpacts of
agi ng reactor conmponents. Just |ike anything else,
nucl ear reactors get ol d and pose hi gher risks as t hey
age.

Mor e uni quel y than anyt hi ng el se t hough,

nucl ear reactors operate under very i ntense condi tions
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to do with tenperature, radiation, and corrosive
environnents, and this, of course, as expected takes
a toll on the various conponents of nuclear power
pl ant s.

So issues of enbrittlenment with the
reactor vessel and issues of degradation of other
aspects of the power plant, particularly related to
the cooling system need to be taken into account in
this environnental inpact assessnent.

And finally, theissue of highlevel waste
needs to be | ooked at as a very severe environnental
i npact and at this point an unsol vabl e envi ronnent al
i mpact of nucl ear power.

| just want to take a nonment nowto add on
a conment about the NRC s Web site being down. Public
Citizen and, | know, many other organizations had
requested that the NRC postpone all public neetings
t hat had been announced and extend t he public comrent
peri ods on the various rul emaki ngs that are underway
in consideration of the fact that from Cctober 11th
t hrough yesterday no informati on at all was avail abl e
on the NRCs Wb site, including the cal endar of
public neetings.

Thi s gave the inpression that the NRC was

cl osed for business, and | was very surprisedto |earn
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that this neeting was nonetheless continuing as
originally schedul ed, despite the fact that the public
didn't have access to information about it inthe | ast
week.

Secondly, the continued | ack of access to
NRC s full Web site raises a bigger issue related to
the safety of nuclear power plants. The NRC has
renpved all other docunents from its Wb site,
i ncluding safety and | ack of conpliance reports from
the North Anna Power Pl ant and information about the
regul atory processes that surround nucl ear energy in
this country.

And they have done so stating that it's
necessary fromthe perspective of national security.
And | guess ny cl osi ng conment woul d just be that this
is an indication that the kinds of protections that
are necessary -- | put that in quotations, "necessary"
-- to protect nuclear power seem inconpatible with
basic civil liberties and the denocratic principles
t hat we uphold in this society.

So, again, | urge the NRC, of course, to
reinstate full access toits Wb site, and for this
i ssue of relicensing of the North Anna Power Plant to
al so be consi dered in the broader context of national

ener gy policy.
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Thank you again for the opportunity to

cooment. |'ll |eave a copy of our press release for
t he docket, and | have extra copies if anyone is
i nterested.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, M. Cue.
Qur next speaker is going to be Dave
Heacock, who's the Dom nion Site Vice President for

Nort h Anna Power Stati on.

MR. HEACQOCK: Good afternoon. It's a
l[ittle bit tough to follow that, but I'Il try.
|''m Dave Heacock. I'm the Site Vice

President at North Anna.

| want to thank, first of all, the NRCfor
com ng today and offering this public coment so that
we can have coments fromall interested parties, and
| appreciate those corments. Sone | appreciate nore
than others, but | appreciate all of the conments. |
think they're valuable as part of the process.

| ' mexcited about |icense renewal. | just
reached a personal mlestoneinnylife. Over half of
ny life has been spent at North Anna Power Station
this year. So |I've been there for 22 years. You can
probably guess ny age fromthat.

And | started ticking off. | wanted to

make a nunber of points. | started ticking those
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points of f as each speaker spoke ahead of nme. 1've
ticked of f nost of ny points. So |l'mgoing to make ny
remarks alittle briefer sincel don't want to be too
redundant here.

But I was born and raised in Virginia,
went to school at the University of Virginia. |I'ma
nucl ear engi neer, and |'ve spent the | ast 22 years at
North Anna Power Stati on.

W have a long history of safe and
efficient operation, despite sonme other comments
you' ve heard earlier. W do have a very strong safety
record. It's acknowl edged by nmany outside
or gani zati ons. The Institute of Nuclear Power
Oper ati ons has given us excel |l ent marks for nore than
a decade now at North Anna.

The NRC, intheir systematic assessnent of
| i censee performance process and nore recently inthe
react or oversi ght process, has given us high marks as
wel | .

W're also partially owned by an
i ndependent cooperative, A d Dom nion El ectric Co-op,
which owns part of North Anna, and they send
i ndependent peopleintoreviewour operations sever al
times a year, and they al so gi ve us hi gh marks for our

per f or mance.
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Uility Data Institute collects data for
t he nost efficient plants in the country. North Anna
has been rated nunber one for the |ast decade on a
t hree-year average.

Now, that's just nucl ear plants. You have
to conpare the cost of operating a nuclear plant to
t he cost of any type of generation. There's over 850
steam el ectric plants in the United States. Nor t h
Anna, when it was | ast rated, was nunber five | owest
cost producer out of 850 plants in the United States
and the | owest cost nuclear plant of all the plants.

| do want to address the Septenber 11th
issue. That's forenost in many of our mnds. North
Anna has always had very high levels of security.
Anybody that's worked there or visited the plant
recogni zes t he si gni fi cant anount of security you have
to go through to get to the plant.

Since Septenber 11th, we've also had
hei ghtened | evel s of security at the plant. Anybody
who's attenpted to visit or has visited the plant
since that tinme will recogni ze that.

We appreciate the hel p fromour |ocal |aw
enforcenent, from State Police, from the Federal
governnment in providing intelligence to us. It has

been a very, very good feeling to nme to see the
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comunity come together to protect our own assets.

Since 1978, we've had over 30 countries
represent ed of people comngto North Annato visit us
to learn how we do business. And we've done
benchmar ki ng all across the country and all across the
world to also gather information about how other
pl ants operate.

| do want to get to the environnental
issue. That's what we're here for to talk about, is
to tal k about the environnental inpact of North Anna.
The primary advantage of a nuclear plant is that it
doesn't produce any carbon -- doesn't emt any carbon
di oxi des, carbon nonoxi des, nitrous oxides, sulfur
di oxi des. All of those things are not enmtted at the
pl ant during normal operation.

So we don't have an i nmpact for greenhouse
gases |ike you m ght have from a repl acenent plant,
and that's one factor that goes into this decision, is
if you don't operate North Anna, and that's a choice
that could result from this hearing or from our
decision to not operate the plant, where do you get
t he power that people need beyond that?

Currently North Anna generates 1,800
mllion watts of power. That's 17 percent of the

power that's used in the State of Virginia on an
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annual basis. Surry and North Anna conbi ned provide
athird of the power for the State of Virginia on an
annual basis, to kind of put it in perspective.

If we didn't operate North Anna, where
woul d that power cone fron That's the question you
have to answer here. That's one aspect of the |license
renewal process.

That's enough power for about 450, 000
homes, to put it in perspective. | could also give
you quotes in hair dryers or any other statistic that
you like, but it's a whole bunch of energy is the
bottom | i ne.

It cost about $1.3 billion to construct,
whi ch sounds |i ke a | arge nunber until you conpare it
to what it would cost to replace in current dollars.

|"ve heard a lot of this information
already. W have a longstanding tradition at North
Anna and Domi ni on of investingin our conmunities, and
you' ve heard ot her speakers here tal k about that. |'m
not going to repeat all of those issues, with the
local library and LinkAges and bl ood drives and so
forth. But | think the real secret here is the
conmunity. W have 300 of our enployees that live in
Loui sa, and then we have al nost 900 peopl e who wor k at

t he plant, and then during outages, we bring anot her
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ei ght or 900 people in fromother |ocations to work
for upto a nonth at North Anna. About one and a hal f
times a year on average we operate fueling outages.

So all of the people live in the | ocal
comuni ty, support the local comunity and the
restaurants here, and so forth. And I think it's
really i mportant that we work together to conti nue the
operation of the plants, not to nention the Boy Scouts
and so forth.

Well, to not be redundant |I' mgoi ng to end
nmy remarks here, and thank you very much for your
time. | appreciate it.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, M. Heacock.

Qur next speaker is goingtobe Bill Bolin
who's the Mnager of Environmental Biology wth
Domi ni on.

MR. BOLIN: Thank you, Chris.

And |, too, want to thank the Nuclear
Regul at ory Conmi ssion for hol ding this nmeeting today
and allowing ne to speak.

As Chris nmentioned, ny name is Bill Bolin.
My official title in the conpany is Mnager,
Envi ronnmental Biology. M unofficial title is Chief
Bi ol ogi st .

| began ny career nearly 30 years ago,
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being the first station biologist hired by what was
t hen VEPCO. When Congress passed the Cl ean Water Act
intheearly '70s, utility conpani es such as m ne had
t o deci de whet her they wanted to -- howthey wanted to
conmply with the Cean Water Act provisions either by
staffing in house or by hiring consultants.

VWhat | consider personally to have been a
brilliant nove, VEPCO decided to staff in house, and
| was fortunate to be asked to join the conpany.

As such, we were one of the first
utilities nationwide to staff wth environnental
pr of essi onal s.

Envi ronnment al considerations are a very
i mportant aspect in the design and pl acenent of all of
our power stations. For exanple, at North Anna Power
Station, when the | ake was created as a source for
cooling water, we also designed and constructed a
series of three coolinglagoonstotaling 3,400 surface
acres, designated as the waste heat treatnent
facility.

These | agoons receive warmer water from
the station and return the water to the | ake with the
wat er tenperature to near anbient conditions.

Wi | e al | Dom ni on power stations nmai ntain

strict conpliance with state and Federal environnental
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regul ati ons, the conpany frequently endeavors to raise
t he bar on environnental stewardship. This includes
partnering with conservation groups, as well as state
and Federal agencies, to protect as well as enhance
t he vari ous ecosystens around our power stations and
our transm ssion and distribution rights-of-way.

Let nme just take a mnute and share with
you a few exanpl es of how we have attenpted to raise
the bar at North Anna. W initiated studies of the
area prior to formation of the |ake, and these
studies, for the nost part, are still ongoing, giving
us nearly 30 years of continuous and valuable
i nformati on.

One of the early findings of our pre-
i mpoundnent studies was that the water quality in
Contrary Creek, which was a mgjor tributary of the
Nort h Anna Ri ver, was extrenely poor and basi cal | y had
i mpai red nost of the North Anna River. The formation
of Lake Anna i medi ately inproved conditions in the
Contrary Creek armof the | ake, as well as the North
Anna Ri ver bel ow t he dam

Qur post inpoundnment studi es showed t hat
Lake Anna behaved as nbst newreservoirs inthat there
was a period of several years of very rapid bi ol ogi cal

growt h. For exanple, there was a great surge in the
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popul ation of Largenouth bass, and for every year
since then Lake Anna has been in one of the top three
states or three state lakes in producing citation
Lar genout h bass, which are bass over seven pounds in
wei ght or 21 inches in |ength.

As the Ilake has mtured and our
understanding of it has grown, we are able to place
enphasis on certain areas that appear to need sone
hel p. For exanple, the crappie popul ations did not
experience this rapid period of biological growmh. W
felt this was due to a |l ack of suitable habitat in the
| ake. So we put in 21 artificial structures conprised
of thousands of cinder blocks and tree tops. W' ve
mar ked these structures wth buoys, developed a
brochure to aid the fishermen in showing their
| ocations, and we even designed an underwater
nonitoring programto evaluate their effectiveness.

The crappie, as well as other species,
that frequently use these types of structures have
responded positively.

Thi s habi tat enhancenent programis alive
and wel | even today. The only difference is we're not
the only players. Local bass clubs, tackle
manuf acturers, and the Virgini a Depart nent of Gane and

| nl and Fi sheri es have taken the | ead.
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The type of structure has changed
sonmewhat, but the principle remains the sane:
creating habitat.

We al so assisted the Virgini a Depart nent
of Game and Inland Fisheries in the construction of
afishing pier parallel to Route 622 that crosses over
Dike 3 where the |ake receives the cooling water
di scharge. This pier is handicap accessible.

The area was early discovered to be an
attraction for many types of fish, especially striped
bass, probably because of the current, underwater
currents. We're currently working with the Gane
Conmi ssion to donate the | and surroundi ng that pier to
t hem

Anot her exanpl e i s when we found hydrilla
in the | ake, and especially the waste heat treatnent
facility, we funded several graduate studies to
identify control options. Hydrilla is an introduced
aquatic plant that has a capacity to conpletely take
over a water body. W worked with bass clubs, narina
owners, |ake property owners, and the Virginia
Departnent of Gane and Inland Fisheries to identify
the optimal control for this noxious weed.

Today all users of the Ilake are

benefitting fromthese actions. Wth the i nprovenent
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in water quality and flow of the North Anna R ver
downstreamof the dam we were able to stock the river
with Smal |l mouth bass. Today the river is now well
known for its Smal | mout h bass fi shing and recreational
canoei ng.

In fact, the North Anna Ri ver bel ow Lake
Anna was sel ected by t he Cak Ri dge Nati onal Laboratory
for a series of studies related to Small nouth bass
popul ati ons.

Over the years, we've pl aced a substanti al
nunber of wood duck nesting boxes around the | ake to
hel p boost this population of one of our nost
beauti ful birds.

As Dave nentioned and several others have
said, we also take pride in Domnion in taking an
active role in whatever conmunity we're |located in,
and North Anna is no exception

We are involved in comunity stewardship
in many fronts. One that we're extrenely proud of
here at North Anna is our partnership with the Lake
Anna State Park and which at | east we think i s one of
the state's crown jewel s of state parks. W have been
participants in the devel opnent of this park fromits
pl anni ng st ages.

| could go on and on about other

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

58

envi ronnental inprovenments and/or considerations at
Nort h Anna, but perhaps | shoul d spend sone of nmy tine
t al ki ng about the essence of our environnental report
for North Anna Power Station

Firstly, as you've heard the NRC say, the
environnental report is required in any nuclear
license renewal process as part of the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act, or NEPA The Nucl ear
Regul atory Commission has identified nearly 100
environnental issues that nust be addressed in the
environnental report by all applicants, whichinthis
case i s us.

Most of these issues were determn ned by
the Nuclear Regulatory Conmm ssion to be of mnor
envi ronnent al i npact and, therefore, may be addressed
generically.

In our environnmental assessnent, we
performed a review of these same issues, and our
assessnment concurred with the NRC concl usi ons.

Sone of the other issues, environmental
i ssues, are site specific for each facility and,
t heref ore, nmust be addressed accordi ngly. Sone of the
nore site specific issues include aquatic biology,
terrestrial biology, denographics, and transm ssion

i ne inpacts.
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For exanpl e, issues that we | ooked at at
Nort h Anna i ncl uded waste heat, water w thdrawal, and
t hreat ened and endangered species. The term "waste
heat" refers to heat that is transferred to water as
it passes through the station to cool the steamduring
the el ectrical generation process.

Inthe m d-'80s, we conducted a study t hat
| ooked at the inpacts of this waste heat on the biota
of Lake Anna. Using past information, coupled with
new information, we found no |ong-term del eterious
effects, and the Virginia State Water Control Board,
whi ch i s nowthe Departnment of Environnmental Quality,
agreed with our findings. Mst of these studies are
ongoi ng t oday.

Water wi t hdrawal represents t he wat er that
| mentioned earlier that is used for cooling. W
studied water wthdrawal issues, and again, we
denmonstrated no | ong-termdel eterious effects on the
| ake, and the Water Board again concurred with our
findi ngs.

The evaluation  of t hreatened and
endangered species was a little different in that we
had to go to state and Federal agencies toinvestigate
possi bl e inpacts on listed species. The research

showed no inpact to any threatened or endangered
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species as a result of the operation of North Anna
Power Station and its associated transm ssion |ines.

A couple of other site specific issues
t hat we | ooked at included soci oeconom c i nmpacts and
i mpacts on cultural resources.

Wth regard to soci oeconom c i npacts, we
f ound positive contribution to t he | ocal
infrastructure, which you' ve previously heard from
ot her speakers. Because there wll be no new
construction activity, continued operation of the
station neans that the cultural resources i npacts are
al so negligible.

These are exanples of but a few of the
speci fic i ssues addressed i nthe environnental report.
In the evaluation of these specific issues, we
consulted with representati ves of state and Federal
resources agenci es, as well as universities to update
our information, agencies such as the Virginia
Depart ment of Conservation and Recreati on, Depart nent
of Hi storic Resour ces, t he Depar t ment of
Transportation, and the Virginia Departnment of Gane
and Inland Fi sheries were accessed.

For every issue we examned, it was
determ ned t hat t he conti nued operation of electricity

or generation of electricity from North Anna Power
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Station benefits our custoners and the comunity,
while at the sanme tinme mnimzing the environnental
inmpact. North Anna Power Station has a history of
excel I ent environnental stewardship.

One final nmessage. | am very proud to
have been but a small part of the North Anna story and
t he even bi gger Dom nion story. Over the years it has
been ny distinct privilege to be a part of numerous
conmpany-w de environmental projects, such as the
recent Peregrine Falcon Project conducted in
partnership with state and Federal agenci es.

I n conclusion, | would againliketothank
the NRC for this opportunity. | would like to thank
everyone for comng. | think your conments and your
participationare extrenelyinportant tothis process.

Thank you.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, M. Bolin.

M . Rosent hal and Ms. Gue bot h remar ked on
the NRC s Wb site has been disabl ed. It's been
pul | ed down. | also nmentioned as we started this
neeting a very inportant part of public participation
is our ability to share information.

Roger Hannah, whoiswith Regionll Ofice
of Public Affairs, is here, and he's available to

provi de i nf or mati on about what Public Affairs is doing
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to try and restore Internet access to real tinme
i nformati on com ng out of the NRC

|'ve also been inforned that the NRC is
working to restore that part of the public neeting
notice to the Web, but inthe neantinme we're having to
resort to the old fashi oned paper system of neeting
noti ces. But we are hopeful that, as M. Kugler
poi nted out, we're nmai ntainingtheinformationrelated
tothelicense renewal applications on aninternal Wb
site until the security review process reflects on
whet her or not there is information in there that is
now, in light of Septenber 11th, considered to be nore
sensitive.

We have becone so accustonmed to fully
di sclosing information related to safety issues and
environnental issues, and Septenber 11th has caused
the NRC, along with all other Federal agencies, to
reflect on that, and |I'm hopeful that through that
process of very carefully bal anci ng the di scl osure of
information and also citizens' rights wth the
security of the plant, that we'll find an appropriate
bal ance in a very short period of tine.

But that conpletes all of the requested
opportunities to speak, and I would now |like to ask

whet her or not there are any others of you that woul d
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like to nake any comments or ask any questi ons.

As M. Prato pointed out, the staff is
avai |l abl e after the neeting to answer any questions in
a one-on-one basis.

MR. KUGLER: | was just going to ask you,
Chris, do you know if the phone nunber is still
avai | abl e? Peopl e used to be abl e to phone i n and ask
about and to check on neeti ngs.

MR. GRIMES: Yes. W have a phone system
that provides the status of neetings, and we are
reflecting on -- we've all becone so accustoned to
being able to use the Wb -- but the other systens

t hat we have, the use of the Federal Reqister.

The information related to the North Anna
I icense renewal applicationis availableinthe public
library that Andy referred to. Copies of the
application are avail able there. W may find that we
start pulling back some of our paper information as a
result of the ongoing review of security and
saf eguards i ssues.

And | can al so share with you that there
has been legislation proposed for the NRC to
reconsider the security and safeguards design
requi rements that will be going on in parallel wth

the rest of the agency's busi ness.
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Are there any other further comments or
guestions that any of you would |i ke t o nake before we
adj ourn the afternoon session?

W have an evening session planned to
begin at seven.

MR. KUGLER: Seven with the open house.

MR. GRIMES: Seven p.m w th an open house
starting at six o' clock.

If there are no other coments or
guestions, | thank all of you very nmuch for attendi ng.
We appreciate your participation.

This neeting is adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 2:55 p.m, the public

neeti ng was concl uded.)
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