LNP COL 2.5-1

Dissolution of the limestone or dolomite is most intensive where the water first contacts the rock surface.
Aggressive dissolution also occurs where flow is focused in preexisting openings in the rock, such as along
joints, fractures, and bedding planes, and in the zone of water-table fluctuation where ground water is in
contact with the atmosphere.

Thin overburden Rain

Rainfall and surface water percolate through
joints in the limestone. Dissolved carbonate
rock is carried away from the surface and a

Carbonate bedrock .
small depression gradually forms.

Pond
On exposed carbonate surfaces, a depression
may focus surface drainage, accelerating the
dissolution process. Debris carried into the
developing sinkhole may plug the outflow,
ponding water and creating wetlands.

Gently rolling hills and shallow depressions caused by solution sinkholes are common topographic
features throughout much of Florida.

Source: Modified from Tihansky (1999)
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