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Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hemmer:

This is in response to your'letter of March 18 to the President regarding
the orders by the Nuclear Requlatory Commission on March 13 to shut down
five nuclear power plants in the eastern United States because of questions
about the ability of their piping systems to withstand earthquakes.

Shortly before those orders were issued, it became apparent to NRC staff
that analysis techniques which had been used in the seismic design of
safety-related piping for these five plants were not in accord with proven
and generally accepted engineering practices. The result could be over-
stressing of piping and supports for earthquakes which might occur during
the lifetimes of these plants. The eastern United States is generally
believed to be a region of low seismicity, when compared to the western
part of the country, but it is not without significant historical seismic
activity. Attached is a map showing the location and intensity of earth-
quakes that have occurred in your region.

Some of the piping systems involved could, if failure occurred, cause Joss
of coolant to the nuclear reactor. In addition, systems needed to shut the
plant down safely in that event could also be affected. Thus, an earthquake
of not extremely low likelihood would have the potential both for causing

an accident and for preventing operation of safety systems designed to cope
with the accident. Whether or not such an earthquake caused damage in popu-
lated areas, it is essential that any serious radiological contamination

be prevented. '

Our objective is to review the situation in an expedited and disciplined

manner so that the plants can be returned to operation with assurance that
this will not constitute a threat to the public health and safety. We are
mindful of the economic hardships that can occur as a result of plant shut-
downs and are working as haTd as we can to avoid any unnecessary delays in
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bringing the plants back on line. After completion of reanalysis

and modifications of the piping systems, the NRC on May 24 terminated
the shutdown order for one of the five plants, the Maine Yankee Atomic
Power Station. Reanalysis or review ¢f the other plants is in progress.

Sincerely,

e L, /

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor

Regulation
Enclosure:
Earthquake Map for Virginia
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are writi*- io mrotest the recent declision o7 the Iucleor

e
Tesulatory Commicssionito close a saries of nuclear-zovered fenera-
tirg olants s I¥EIUCing “The VLSCU Sunry wmITs T2t scrvice us, until
trair cooling sistems have teen eartngu hﬂc—;roofed. we think that
she decision epitozizes the liind of partially tnought-through f:ceral
decision that rurts citizens,zore than it helps thez. e thinlt it is
o decision that coztracdicts the reforss of tho faier2) zovernuons
that vou nledged yourself to oring aSout. =3 we thiniz Lhat & rezson-
able —odification of this decision is within your powed

Clearly, #=C thinks that 1t I1s carrying out iis nmandzted resneonsi-
5ilities. =Zarlier regulations were inacdecuate vhen the olanis were
comsiructed. Technnically, NRC was negligent In crotecting our inler-
ests. Sut now, when it sets out to correct cast cistaies, it zust
also keep all of our interests in zind.

The likelinood of an earthguake of sufficient ragadiude hitting

=C

thwe nuclear facilities in such a vay as Y0 origzer the nrodlexs 72
rojects is exirecely low. If such a trecor rlugm_::g:‘e wiii cie
*n far larger nunbers {rom collassed puildings and oridges and Iroz
the after—ath of the disaster. Put in cerspective, NRC's worries
cover only a szall part of Lthe pr osreciive disaster, if tre unliXely
earthgualie nisses the nuclear plants, thn+ rest of the disaster will
still occur. 1In short} if the goverr:-ﬂt is in the business ol fro-
tecting us against earthquaxes, the inC action is totally iradecuatle.
\ie presuce that your adzinistration fras no ~lan %o earthguaize-oroof

all the other facilities likely to be affected, closing therm down in
the neantide. For all its good intentions, tre N2C cecision finds no
~easorable rationale in a respensility to care nuclear power units

zafe ‘rom carthcuaxes. The probdlaz is that the I™C has not tnought
tarough the otrer conseguences of its cecision b-ocause ihey are outsice
of its field of resronsibility. 'hat hazcens to the cost of eleciric
cover for users that rust now rely on scarce and costly petroleux
fuels for an indefinite period? Should other agencies intersret their
resoonsibilities to protect citizens froz recote disasters? WUill we
halt all driving until the highways are sad fe? rronidbit all s_o;ln;.
Surely thnese activities will result in nmore deaths thnan any ear thcuzaes

the NIC projects.
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In snort, slease draw the 2T into camvarzatipa with the rest ol

cfovernarant and cet thexa to put tne Ddraftiex into 2 sanirTTorsiTeciiva.
‘e the repairs over a reasonasie seriod _when the cost to citiions of
tne HRC's earlier "*su“nes’can Te sinizicved.
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