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October 15, 1999 : Ai‘

Honorahle @KE;% .Z“-n?icus, Chairwoman DOCKET NUMBER
Nucl R lato [a] 1
01§c:a;aale;g:g:onﬂyb.g. zgg;gn PROPOSED RULE Pﬂ 20,32 +35
Dear Madam C’hairwéman: 3FRY35/6
|

As a clinical endofrinologigt involved in the traatment of Patients with
thyroid diseases, iI apm writing to express the gtrong hope that you and
the other Commissioners willlagree with the NRC staff recommendatiaons

7 received the training according to ocurrent guidelinea that require
80 hours of training., The Pregent requiremente are vVery reasonable, and
that ise demonatrated by rthe exemplary 50 year safety record of
endecrinologists uping iodine-131 ..ider the current regimen.

I understand that there are other groups that want to Bee the number of
hours not doubled) not tripled, but to Multiply ninefold to about
700 hours. This would be an excesaive burden that would practically
eliminate endocrindlogists from treating their own pe ients. My clinical
Praatice ig devoted to the diagnoeis and treatment and follow-up of
patients with thyroid diseaseg. As involved ag we are in the follow-up
care of patients with thyroid dimeases, we are very much in the beat
poaition to be using iodine-131 ang monitoring its effects over our
patients,

|
The 700 hour requitemant would, therefore, jeopardize the health of
patients, as patients wha trust their endocrinologists, who are experts
in the field of thyyold related disease, will be forced to go elpewhere
for treatment. \

I commend the NRC gtaff for taking the position that is fair ang pro
patient. I hope that the Commisgsioners will embrace their recommendation
by leaving the current 80 hours rule in force, Thank you very much for
giving consideratio? to my views.

Very truly yours, ‘
Ve

Rugge¥d Battan, M.p,

Consultant, Endocrinology & Metaholism

Aspociate Clinical Rrofessor, Michigan Btate Univereity,
Collage of Human edicine
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