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O fice of Nuclear Material Safety and Saf eguards
Items of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Meeting on Skull Valley |Independent Spent Fuel Storage
Installation

On April 24, 1997, staff fromthe Spent Fuel Project Ofice held
a second pre-application neeting with representatives of Private
Fuel Storage, Limted Liability Corporation (PFS), to discuss
siting issues associated with the proposed | ndependent Spent Fuel
Storage Installation (ISFSI) at the Skull Valley Goshute Indian
Reservation in Uah. At the neeting, PFS indicated that it was
taking an extrenely conservative approach to seismc issues at
the proposed ISFSI site. In addition to PFS and its contractors,
a representative of the State of Utah and representatives of
several utilities attended the neeting. The neeting was

vi deot aped by Bonneville News which represents a Salt Lake City
tel evision station and several Utah radio stations.

Meeting with the Departnent of Energy Regarding Central Interim
Storage Facility

On April 29, 1997, the final pre-application neeting was held

bet ween representatives of the Departnent of Energy (DOE), its
associ ated contractors, and the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssi on
staff to discuss proposed submttal of a non-site-specific

topical safety analysis report (TSAR) for a central interim
storage facility (CISF). DOE still anticipates that this TSAR
wll be submtted in May 1997. The DCE presentation included an
overvi ew of the TSAR objectives and a discussion on the Cl SF TSAR
subm ttal, chapter by chapter.

The NRC staff noted concerns regardi ng several itens.
Specifically, DCE has assuned that the ClI SF and the nonitored
retrievable storage facility, as defined in 10 CFR Part 72, are

i dentical for licensing purposes and |license term (40 years).

The NRC staff responded that this is under review. The NRC staff
cauti oned DCE about interface requirenents (design paraneters)
and |icensing actions between the cask vendors and DOE as the

| i censee of the proposed Cl SF.

Depart nent of Energy dosure of First H gh-Level \Waste Storage
Tank at Savannah Ri ver

On April 24, 1997, the Departnent of Energy (DCE) initiated the
closure of the first of 51 enpty high-level waste (HLW storage
tanks at the Savannah River Site in Georgia. This tank, and a
second one scheduled to be closed later this nonth, do not
requi re enhanced cleaning to satisfy existing Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion criteria for classification of residual tank wastes as
"incidental” and thus not subject to NRC |licensing authority.
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The closure action involved addition of a fluid reducing grout to
the tank to both mx with and i mmobilize any tank residue (the
smal | vol une of sludge or "heel™ which remains fromtank
washing). Following the setting or hardening of the initia

grout pour, a second pour is nmade to "sandw ch" any sl udge that
Is visible or evident on the surface of the first pour. The
"sandwi ch" of imuobilized waste is subsequently topped with

| ayers of both | owstrength and high- strength cenent to a hei ght
of 24 feet or nore to provide a protective barrier against a
potential inadvertent intruder. The closure of the second HLW
storage tank will likely begin the week of May 5, 1997. Prior to
cl osure of any of the remamining 49 HLW storage tanks, NRC pl ans
to evaluate DOE s net hodol ogy for the classification of the

resi dual wastes in those tanks.

Meeting with the Departnent of Transportation

On April 29, 1997, staff fromthe Spent Fuel Project Ofice net
with staff fromthe Departnent of Transportation’ s (DOT) Vol pe
Transportati on Research Center to discuss collaboration on
various rail transportation risk assessnent efforts currently
underway. DOT has conpiled a detail ed database of the nation's
entire Cass | rail network, including segnent-specific accident
probabilities, and is attenpting to overlay that database with a
characterization of rail wayside hardness derived fromsatellite
i magery. This information woul d be hel pful in Nuclear Regul atory
Comm ssion efforts to revalidate the rail spent fuel shipnent
risk estimates contained in NUREG 0170, and in revising the rai
portion of the Modal Study. NRC can provide DOT with infornmation
on spent fuel cask designs, package rel ease fractions and ot her

i nformation inportant to DOT in the assessnent of rail shipnent
options they are performng for DOT"s Research and Speci al
Prograns Adm ni stration and the Federal Railway Adm nistration.
DOT staff nenbers have accepted our invitation to participate in
the next NUREG 0170 progress review neeting, scheduled for the
end of June 1997 at Sandi a National Laboratories.

Participation in the Howard Hughes Medical Institute Conference

On April 28-29, 1997, senior staff nmenbers fromthe Ofice of
Nucl ear Material Safety and Saf eguards (NWVSS) participated in the
sevent h annual Environnental Health and Safety (EH&S) Conference
sponsored by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute in Chevy Chase,
Maryl and. The NMSS staff nenbers provided presentations and an
overvi ew of the Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion’s Strategic
Assessnent Initiatives as part of a forum focusing on

col | aborati ve approaches for successful resolution of technical

i ssues. The forumwas entitled, "Leading Change, Learning from
What Wor ks, Assessing Performance,” and was attended by about 75
EH&S Directors fromlarge universities and research institutes
fromacross the United States.
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Nucl ear Materials Managenent and Saf equards Steering Committee
Meet i ng

On April 29, 1997, a Regulatory and International Safeguards
Branch staff nenber participated in a sem annual Nucl ear

Mat eri al s Managenent and Saf eguards Steering (NVMSS) Committee
Meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee. Representatives of the
Departnment of Energy (DOE); Nucl ear Assurance Corporation ( NMMSS
contractor); Westinghouse Electric (licensees’ representative)
and Lawrence Livernore National Laboratory also partici pated.
Princi pal topics of discussion of particular interest to the

Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion included: (1) fiscal constraints
on the provision of NMVSS services, (2) status of NVMSS
operations, (3) General Accounting Ofice audit of NWHES, (4)
training of NMMSS users, (5) status of reporting pursuant to the
U S./EURATOM and U. S./ Russi a Agreenents, and (6) status of data
editing software devel oped for NRC |icensees. The data editing
software will enable the licensees to edit their transaction data
i nput prior to submttal to NWMMSS, thereby reducing the error
rate and the associ ated cost of data editing performed by NMVES
staff. In connection with item (1) above, Division of Fuel Cycle
Safety and Saf eguards staff wll be neeting with DOE staff in the
near future to discuss cost allocation for NMVSS services and
future funding, including the inpact of NRC oversight of

U.S. Enrichnent Corporation.
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O fice for Analysis and Eval uati on of Operational Data
Items of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Participation in the G ainger Lecture Series

On April 29 through 30, 1997, M. Rosenthal of the Reactor

Anal ysis Branch participated in the 1997 G ainger Lecture Series
at the University of Illinois. The objective of the |ecture
series was to shed light on the technical, policy changes, and
procedural inprovenents that can be inplenented to avoid events
such as the western grid disturbances of 1996. M. Rosenthal’s
| ecture was on the safety and risk significance of electric grid
reliability. Several lectures outlined electric grid reliability
concerns associated with industry restructuring. A recurring

I ssue was the question of who would pay for reliability in the
conpetitive market place.

PRELI M NARY NOTI FI CATI ONS ( PNs)

a. PNO1-97-025, New Hanpshire Yankee (Seabrook 1), PROTEST
RELATED TO THE TWENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY OF MASS ARREST AT
SEABROOK | N 1997

b. PNOI-025A, New Hanpshire Yankee (Seabrook 1), PROTEST
RELATED TO THE TWENTI ETH ANNI VERSARY OF MASS ARREST AT
SEABROXK | N 1997 ( UPDATE)

c. PNO1-97-026, Yankee Atom c Electric Co. (Yankee Rowe 1),
YANKEE ROWE REACTOR VESSEL SHI PMVENT

d. PNO111-97-038, Commonwealth Edison Co. (LaSalle 1 2),
PLANNED RESTART DELAYED UNTI L SPRI NG 1998, CONTRACTORS LAI D
OFF

e. PNO1V-97-021A, Oraha Public Power District (Ft. Cal houn 1),
EXTRACTI ON STEAM LI NE BREAK - UPDATE

f. PNO1V-97-023, Western Atlas Loggi ng Services, NONRADI ATI ON
WORKER EXPOSURE | N AN AGREEMENT STATE

g. PNO1V-97-024, Entergy Operations, Inc. (Waterford 3),
DROPPED NEW FUEL ASSEMBLY
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Ofice of Adm nistration
ltens of |nterest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

U.S. Enrichnent Corporation (USEC)

As part of NRC’s oversight responsibilities for USEC’s gaseous
diffusion plants (GDP), staff from the Division of Facilities and
Security and the Computer Security and Oversight Section are
conducting an inspection of the Paducah GDP from May 5 - 9, 1997.
The purpose of the inspection is to ensure that the plant’s

security program for the protection of classified matter, to

include computer security, is in compliance with 10 CFR Part 95,
"Security Facility Approval and Safeguarding of National Security
Information and Restricted Data," and the plant’'s approved

security plan.

Rules Activity

On April 30, 1997, a proposed rule that would amend Parts 30, 40,
50, 70 and 72 entitled "Self-Guarantee of Decommissioning Funding
by Non-Profit and Non-Bond Issuing Licensees," was published in
the Federal Register (62 FR 23394). The 90-day public comment
period ends July 29, 1997. The rule would allow additional
materials licensees and non-electric utility reactor licensees

who meet certain financial criteria to self-guarantee funding for
decommissioning.
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Chief Information O ficer
Itens of |nterest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Significant FO A/ PA Requests Received during the 5-Day Period of
April 25, 1997 - Nay 1, 1997:

Record referral from Departnment of the Navy. (FO A/ PA-97-150)

Radi oacti ve or hazardous materials storage at specific zip codes
in the state of LA (FO A/ PA-97-151)

Zion plant, interview notes re 2-21-97 incident related to noved
control rods. (FO A/ PA-97-152)

Cl O position sel ectee’s work/educational background. (FO A/ PA-97-
153)

Mai ne Yankee Pl ant, RELAP5YA energency core cooling system ( ECCS)
eval uati on nodel. (FO A/ PA-97-154)
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Chief Financial Oficer
Itens of |nterest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

FY 1997 Budget Execution Report

The second quarter, FY 1997 Budget Execution Report was forwarded
to the Chairman and the Comm ssion on April 28, 1997. The report
covers the agency’s budget execution performance through March

31, 1997. NRC'’s financial performance continues to improve

during the second quarter of the fiscal year when compared with

previous years.
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Arrivals

DUSANI WBKYJ, M chael

NRR

HECK, Kenneth
NRR

WARD, WIIiam
NVBS

Retirenents
BATES, Rachael
oC
MALSCH, Martin
OGC
SCROGE NS, Ronal d
oC

Depart ures

GANI ERE, John
NRR
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O fice of Personnel
Itens of |nterest

Week Ending May 2, 1997

FI NANCI AL ANALYST ( PFT)
QUALI TY OPERATI ONS ENGR ( PFT)
SAFETY | NSPECTI ON ENGR ( PFT)

SECRETARY (OA) (CPFT)

DEPUTY CGENERAL COUNSEL ( PFT)
DEPUTY CHI EF FI NANCI AL OFFI CER ( PFT)

ELECTRI CAL ENGR ( PFT)



Ofice of Public Affairs
|tenms of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Medi a | nt erest

Eric Leeds, SPFO was interviewed by National Public Radi o about
spent fuel and dry cask storage.

VWABC- TV news in New York interviewed Tom Dragoun, Region |, about
the Manhattan Col | ege research reactor for a story on non-power
reactors in the New York area.

A TV crew attended the neeting on TM's poor performance at a
recent energency drill.

Bill Beach was interviewed by WITWTV regardi ng the performance
of Commonweal th Edi son’ s pl ants.

School Vol unteers Program

Sudhamay Basu, RES, Ron Hernan, Mary Ann Bi anonte, and Ray
Wharton, NRR, participated as judges in the Prince George’s
County Science Fair.

Di ane Screnci, Region |, spoke to fourth graders at Candl ebr ook
E.S. in King of Prussia, on the NRC s mssion. She was
Interviewed for their school newsletter.

Press Rel eases

Headquarters:

97- 066 NRC Proposes to Al l ow Mire Licensees to Use Sel f-
Guar ant ee for Decomm ssi oni ng Fundi ng

97-067 NRC I ssues Final Initial Decision on Louisiana
Energy Services License Application

97-068 NRC Staff to Meet Wth Public to D scuss Forner
Def ense Logistics Property in Maryl and

Reqgi ons:

| -97-43 NRC, VA Medical Center in Baltinore to D scuss
Apparent Viol ati ons of Agency Requirenents at
Facility

|-97-44 NRC Staff to Meet Wth NU and Public on MII stone

| -97-45 NRC, VA Medical Center in WImngton, Delaware, to
Di scuss Apparent Violations of Agency Requirenents
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| -97-46 NRC, TM to Discuss Energency Exercise Deficiencies

[11-97-40 NRC to Hol d Predeci sional Enforcenment Conference
Wth Indianapolis Departnent of Capital Asset
Managenment on Apparent Viol ations of NRC Safety
Requi renent s

[11-97-41 NRC Staff |ssues Report on Special |nspection of
| mproper Control Rod Movenent At Zion Unit 1
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O fice of International Prograns
Items of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Foreign Visitors

On April 30, representatives of the Gernman Reactor Safety

Comm ssion and the French Pernmanent Reactor Goup net with their
NRC counterpart organi zati on, ACRS. The purpose of the neeting
was to exchange information on advanced reactor design safety

I ssues. During the course of their visit, a nunber of nenbers
hel d di scussions separately with the staff and visited our
contractor | aboratories.
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Regi on |
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Visit by NRC | nspector General

NRC | nspect or Ceneral Hubert Bell and senior nenbers of the OG
staff visited Region | on April 29. M. Bell and his staff
addressed the Region | staff concerning the purpose and
responsibilities of the Inspector General’s office, and responded
to nunerous questions fromthe briefing attendees.

Pr edeci si onal Enforcenent Conference with Apgee Berthold

On April 24, 1997, Region | conducted a predecisional enforcenent
conference with Apgee Corporation/Berthold Systens, Inc.

Apgee/ Berthol d di stributes, under NRC |icense, gauges

manuf actured in Germany. During an inspection on June 11-13,
1996, the licensee was found to be distributing devices that were
not constructed in accordance with the registration certificates
i ssued by NRC. The licensees distribution of the non-conform ng
devi ce was stopped, as described in Confirmatory Action Letters

I ssued by Region I. Over the ensuing nonths, Apgee eval uated the
signi fi cance of the non-conformance. During the conference,
Apgee addressed the apparent violations, provided additional

i nformati on requested by NRC, provided the results of their root
cause anal ysis, and discussed the corrective actions taken and

pl anned. The staff is review ng enforcenent action.

Meeting with Ganma I ndustries, Port Norris, NJ

On April 28, 1997, a neeting was held in NRC s Region | office to
di scuss the future deconmm ssioning activities necessary to
confirmthat Gamma Industries’ Port Norris, New Jersey, facility
meets current NRC criteria for release for unrestricted use. The
site was used for the fabrication of seal ed sources for

tel et herapy and radi ography. The Gamma | ndustries
representatives presented a general outline of how they intended
to finish decomm ssioning the facility. The licensee conmtted
to provide a witten version of the deconm ssioning process to
the NRC within 30 days.
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Regi on |
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Fl ori da Power and Light Conpany - Turkey Point

On May 1, 1997, Commissioner Nils J. Diaz visited the Turkey
Poi nt Nuclear Plant. The Comm ssioner was acconpani ed by Johns
Jaudon, Director, Division of Reactor Safety, RII. The purpose
of the Conm ssioner’s visit was to neet with the resident

I nspectors, plant nmanagenent, and conplete a plant tour. The
Comm ssi oner al so made hinself available to press after the tour
and then to nenbers of the plant staff who wi shed to speak with
hi m

U.S. Navy, Predecisional Enforcenment Conference

On May 1, 1997, the licensee was in Region Il to attend a
Predeci si onal Enforcenent Conference. The purpose of the
conference was to discuss the apparent violations associated with
the Navy' s inproper shipnment of a limted quantity package
containing an iodine-125 reagent. Wen the package was delivered
to Brooks Air Force Base in Texas, two of the iodine-125 reagent
bottl es were broken and the radioactive liquid contents | eaked
out of the package. NRC and |icensee representatives agreed that
the radi ol ogical significance resulting fromthe | eakage was | ow
however, NRC findings indicated problens with the |icensee’s
training and radi ati on safety nanagenent oversight in the
packagi ng and transportation of radioactive materials. The

| i censee representatives described the root causes for the

I mproper shipnent and the corrective actions taken to prevent a
recurrence in any type shipnment of radioactive materials.

Tennessee Valley Authority - Watts Bar

An NRC/ TVA/ DOE managenent neeting was held May 1, 1997, in Region
Il to discuss the tritium production Lead Test Assenbly (LTA)
Project for the Watts Bar facility. TVA and DCE presented

i nformati on concerning the project schedule, LTA |licensing status
and plant procedures required to inplenment the LTA project at
Watts Bar. The Tritium Produci ng Burnabl e Absorber Rod(s) (TPBAR)
will be |loaded into four fuel assenblies. The TPBAR fue
assenblies are scheduled to be Ioaded in the fall of 1997 during
t he pl anned refueling outage.

Duke Power Conpany - Cconee

On April 22, 1997, Cconee Unit 2 was taken off line due to a
failure of a normal reactor coolant systeminjection |ine pipe.
The failure was in a weld |located i nmedi ately before the safe end
on the H gh Pressure Injection |line 2A1 nozzle. Reactor Cool ant

| eakage increased to 11 gpm over about a 24 hour period. The
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unit was taken to md-1oop conditions for repair. A
nmetal | urgical evaluation is underway along wth repairs to the
line. A Justification for Continued Operation was issued for
Units 1 and 3. On May 1, the licensee deternm ned that they had
not met their commtnents to conduct inservice inspection on
these lines for all three units. After review ng past NDE
results for Units 1 & 3, the licensee determ ned that a | oose
thermal sleeve exists on Unit 3. On May 1, the |icensee began a
shutdown on Unit 3. A Justification for Continued Operation is
bei ng devel oped for Unit 1 based upon a different thernal sleeve
desi gn.

Atl anta Federal Center

During the week of April 28, 1997, the Region Il Ofice relocated
to the Atlanta Federal Center at 61 Forsyth Street, SW Suite
23T85, Atlanta, Georgia. Al mjor services, such as the

I nci dent Response Center, telephones, fax machi nes, LAN Autos
have been re-connected and are operational.
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Region 111
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Kewaunee Nucl ear Power Station

A public neeting between the NRC staff and W sconsin Public
Service Corporation was held onsite on April 30, 1997, to discuss
the Systematic Assessnent of Licensee Performance report for the
Kewaunee nucl ear plant. NRC Region Ill Regional Adm nistrator A
Bill Beach and Deputy Director of the D vision of Reactor
Projects Jack G obe participated in the neeting.

Pr edeci si onal Enforcenent Conference with Mllinckrodt Medical,
| nc.

On April 30, 1997, a predecisional enforcenent conference was
conducted in the Region Il Ofice, Lisle, Illinois, between
managenent representatives from Mal linckrodt Medical, Inc.

Maryl and Hei ghts, M ssouri, and nenbers of the NRC staff.

Di scussi on focussed on the apparent failure of the conpany to
adequat el y package a generator. Upon arrival at its destination
t he package was surveyed and radiation |levels on the surface were
found to be slightly over U S. Departnent of Transportation
limts.

Managenent ©Meeting with United States Enrichnent Corporation

On May 2, 1997, a managenent neeting was conducted in the Region
1l Ofice, Lisle, Illinois, between managenent representatives
fromUnited States Enrichnent Corporation (USEC) and nenbers of
the NRC staff to discuss corrective actions which are currently
bei ng i npl enented as a result of an independent review of the
nucl ear criticality safety program at the gaseous diffusion plant
i n Paducah, Kentucky. The independent review of the program was
conducted in accordance with a Confirmatory Action Letter issued
on February 28, 1997, by the NRC to USEC.

Managenent ©Meeting with Il1linois Power Conpany

On May 1, 1997, a managenent neeting was conducted in the Region
1l Ofice, Lisle, Illinois, between managenent representatives
fromlllinois Power Conpany and nmenbers of the NRC staff to

di scuss the progress and effectiveness of the Cinton Nuclear
Power plant’s Startup Readi ness Plan. NRC Regi onal Adm nistrator

A. Bill Beach, Director of the Division of Reactor Projects Janes
Cal dwel | and other NRC staff nmet with Illinois Power Vice
President WIf Connell, Assistant Vice President Wayne Ronberg,
and other Illinois Power staff. The bi-weekly restart panel

nmeeti ng focused on hardware and human perfornmance issues. Three
currently significant hardware issues iInvolve degraded bus
vol tage for which Illinois Power is evaluating an unrevi ened
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safety question, breaker operability inspections for 6.9 KV, 4 KV
and 480 V breakers, and Enmergency Core Cooling System suction
strai ner clogging concerns. The licensee characterized the human
performance issues by indicating that managenent’ s expectations
are now understood across the site by staff, but inplenmentation
IS not yet consistent. A nunber of efforts to benchmark

performance and conplete restart action itens were al so
di scussed.
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Region 1V
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending May 2, 1997

Managenent Meeting Wth Enterqgy Operations, Inc. (EQ)

On May 2, 1997, the Regional Adm nistrator and nenbers of the
Region IV and NRR staff net wwth Entergy Operations, Inc.
managenent at the corporate office in Jackson, Mssissippi. The
nmeeti ng was open to public observation. The neeting included
presentati ons concerni ng performance at each of the EAQ sites
(Arkansas Nucl ear One, Grand Gulf, River Bend, and Waterford 3)
as well as corporate oversight activities.
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O fice of Congressional

ltemrs of | nterest

Week Ending May 2, 1997

Affairs

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING SCHEDULE, No. 16

OCA DATE
CONTACT & TIME WITNESS SUBJECT COMMITTEE
PLACE
. ______________________________________________________________________________________________|
Madden 05/06 9:30 Betsy Moler Nomination of Ms. Moler as DOE Senators Murkowski/Bumpers
366 DSOB Deputy Secretary Energy & Natural Resources
Gerke 05/07 10:00 Senator Moynihan, Government Secrecy Senators Thompson/Glenn
342 DSOB Lawrence Eagleburger Governmental Affairs
Keeling 05/07 10:00 TBA Aid to Former Soviet Union & Senators Smith/Biden
419 DSOB Eastern Europe European Affairs
Foreign Relations
Gerke 05/08 9:30 Commonwealth Edison, | Effects of Competition on Fuel Use Senators Murkowski/Bumpers
216 HSOB Union Pacific Resource, | and Types of Fuel Generation Energy & Natural Resources
PG&E Hydro
Licensing, Arch
Mineral
Gerke 05/09 10:00 TBA Electricity Deregulation Field Reps. Schaefer/Hall
Dallas Hearings Energy & Power
Commerce
Gerke 05/22 9:30 TBA Financia Implications of Senators Murkowski/Bumpers
216 HSOB Restructuring the Electric Utility Energy & Natural Resources
Industry
Gerke 06/12 9:30 TBA Benefits and Risks of Restructuring Senators Murkowski/Bumpers
216 HSOB to Consumers and Communities Energy & Natural Resources
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