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O fice of Nucl ear Reactor Regul ation
I[tenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Braidwood Units 1 and 2 -- Tenporary Non-Code Repair to be nade
on Unit 1 Essential Service Water Piping

On Decenber 23, 1996, the licensee first identified a through-
wall leak (1 to 2 gpnm) in a strainer backflush |line associated
with one train of Unit 1 essential service water (SX) system

The piping is classified as ASME Cl ass 3 noderate energy piping.
The licensee made a determi nation that SX operability was not
affected. On Decenber 30, 1996, after the resident inspector
staff questioned the licensee's disposition of the issue, several
conference calls involving the licensee, Region I1l, and NRR were
hel d to discuss the appropriate eval uati on procedure to determ ne
operability and repair of the piping.

As a result of the discussions, the licensee followed the

gui dance in G. 91-18, resolution of degraded and nonconform ng
conditions on operability, and G 90-05 (CGui dance for Performng
Tenporary Non- Code Repair of ASME Code 1, 2, and 3 Piping). A
fracture nmechani cs eval uati on was conducted whi ch denonstr at ed
that sufficient structural integrity exists such that it retains
the capability of performng its intended function. Initially,
the licensee intended only to nonitor the | eak until repl acenent
of the affected section of piping which was schedul ed to be done
by January 7, 1997. \Wen isolation of the portion of the system
containing the piping was attenpted, a | eaking isolation valve
upstream of the piping section prevented conplete isolation.

The |icensee has now decided to do a tenporary non-Code repair of
the | eak using gasket material nmechanically attached to the pipe
and, follow ng the guidance in G. 90-05, has requested relief
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i). The licensee’s request
proposes to retain the tenporary non-Code repair until the next
refueling outage which is scheduled to begin on March 29, 1997.
The structural integrity analysis and relief request which are
under staff review were sent to the staff on Decenber 31, 1996,
and January 9, 1997, respectively. A root cause eval uation of
the flaw w |l be done upon renoval fromthe SX system

Augnent ed i nspections of five additional |ocations were conducted
by the Iicensee in accordance with GL 90-05. All areas inspected
had no | ocalized wall thinning flaws bel ow the applicabl e Code
requi red m ni num wal | thickness.

Byron Units 1 and 2 -- Enforcenent Conference to be held on the
Essential Service Water System

On Qct ober 15, 1996, after evaluation of routine surveillance

test results, the licensee identified that excessive silt levels
in the essential service water (SX) cooling towers rendered the
SX system i noperabl e for past occurrences when the plant relied
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on the deep well punps for nakeup capability. The initial

engi neering performance in the investigation, analysis, and cause
determnation related to the SX cooling towers silting issue was
sl ow and narrowl y focused.

Based on the results of an inspection of the issue, six apparent
vi ol ations of NRC requirenents were identified and are being
consi dered for escal ated enforcenent action. They are: (1)

I nadequat e acceptance criteria in the surveillance procedure to
determ ne SX system operability based on silt levels in the SX
cooling tower basins; (2) failure to use adequate test

i nstrunmentation to neasure the amount of silt in the SX cooling
tower basins; (3) failure to take appropriate corrective action
for the silt accunulation in the SX cooling tower basins; (4)
failure to take pronpt corrective action to repair the degraded
trash rack grating in the SX cooling tower basin;

(5) failure to have adequate control neasures in place to ensure
that the design basis of the SX systemwas correctly transl ated
into technical specifications; and (6) failure to update the
UFSAR to assure that the information included in the UFSAR is the
| at est and nost accurate. Collectively, the six apparent

viol ations denonstrate that the |licensee failed to understand the
SX system design as described in the UFSAR A pre-decisional
enforcenent conference is scheduled for January 24, 1997, in
Region I11.

Dresden Units 2 and 3 -- Energency Anendnent Request

On January 13, 1997, Conkd submitted an energency technical
specification (TS) change and an unrevi ewed safety question (USQ
for Units 2 and 3 resulting fromConkEd’s efforts to reconcile a
recently discovered error in the head I oss of its energency core
cooling system (ECCS) suction strainers.

To resol ve the issue, Conkd performed design calculations for the
affected plant systens to denonstrate that ECCS punp net positive
suction head (NPSH) is maintained for the applicable spectrum of
post ul at ed design basis accidents (DBAs). Conkd concl uded t hat
the revi sed anal yses denonstrate that for the applicable spectrum
of loss of cool ant accidents (LOCAs) and main steam|ine breaks,
the short term (greater than 10 m nutes with no operator action
credited) and long term (greater than 10 m nutes) core and
cont ai nnent cooling capability are not conprom sed.

However, Contd s anal yses require that initial suppression
chanber and ultinmate heat sink water tenperature be limted to a
val ue nore restrictive than the current TS, and the anal yses nust
utilize pressure in the containnent to assure adequate NPSH to
the ECCS system punps. As a result, the margin of safety as
defined in the bases for the TS will be reduced by now requiring
a contai nnent pressure of 2 psi for the first 10 mnutes after a
postul ated DBA to ensure adequate NPSH for the ECCS punps.
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The staff is currently review ng the anendnent request. Unit 2
Is operating at 100% power and Unit 3 is in cold shutdown
perform ng a nai ntenance outage. ConEd requested approval of the
amendnment to support the return to service of Unit 3 currently
schedul ed for January 16, 1997.

Kewaunee Nucl ear Power Plant -- Steam Generator Tube Repair
St at us

On January 14, 1997, the licensee and Westinghouse nmet with the
NRC staff to present the details of the weld inprovenent plan
non-destructive exam nation (NDE) qualification plan, and the
results of the latest weld perfornmance denonstration. The

| icensee also outlined their schedule for conpleting tube
repairs.

A performance denonstration of the revised | aser weld repair
(LWR) process was conpl eted on January 12, 1997. Wth the

revi sed process, the sleeve repair welds are nmade in the upper
hydraul i ¢ expansion area rather than in the hardroll area as
originally planned. All 100 wel ds nade (50 per steam generator)
wer e acceptabl e based on ultrasonic testing (UT) and, to date, 98
are acceptabl e based on eddy current testing (ECT). ECT data on
the remaining welds is not yet avail abl e.

Based on the results of the performance denonstration the

| i censee conpl eted a pre-production denonstration on January 13,
1997 using the opti mum wel d paraneters established during the
performance denonstration. O the 20 tubes welded (10 per steam
generator), 18 were acceptable based on UT and 17 were acceptabl e
based on ECT.

The licensee is scheduled to begin full production welding on the
remai ni ng tubes (approxi mtely 1250) on January 15, 1997 and
estimates conpleting the welding, UT and ECT by m d February.

By January 24, 1997, the licensee plans to submt a revision to
their

| i cense anmendnent request (dated Septenber 6, 1996) to

i ncorporate the process nodifications.

Mai nt enance Rul e Baseline |Inspections at Surry and Davis Besse

Mai nt enance rul e baseline inspections were conducted during the
week of

January 13-17, 1997, at the Surry and Davis Besse facilities.

The inspection teamfor Surry was made up of Ron G bbs (team

| eader), several Region Il inspectors, one PRA specialist and
support staff from headquarters. Peter WIson, Don Tayl or,

Ri chard Correia, Chief of the Reliability and M ntenance
Section, and Chris Christensen, Chief of the M ntenance Branch
Region Il, attended teambriefings with the |icensee and the exit
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nmeeting on Friday, January 17, 1997.

The inspection teamfor Davis Besse was nmade up of Martin Farber
(team | eader), several Region Il inspectors, one PRA speciali st
(I'NEL) and support staff from headquarters.

Ron Frahm Jr., served as the team staff support nenber. Wayne
Kropp, Chief of the Maintenance Branch, Region IIll, attended team
briefings with the |licensee and the exit neeting on Friday,
January 17, 1997.
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O fice of Nuclear Material Safety and Saf eguards
I[tenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Trai ning Course on the MONK Criticality Code and the MCBEND
Shi el di ng Code

During the week of January 13-17, 1997, fourteen Nucl ear

Regul atory Conmi ssion staff nenbers participated in a five-day
i ntroductory training course on the use of the MONK and MCBEND
conmputer codes for criticality safety and shi el ding anal yses,
respectively. The code devel oper and vendor, AEA Technol ogy of
Wnfrith, U K , conducted the course at Nucl ear Regul atory
Comm ssi on Headquarters under a four-nonth trial-use contract
initiated by the Spent Fuel Project Ofice. The codes are
intended to provide criticality and shielding reviewers with
confirmatory analysis tools that are independent of the codes
nost commonly used by U. S. |icensees and applicants.

Nucl ear Requl at ory Conmi ssi on Accepts Application fromthe
Departnent of Energy to Build | ndependent Spent Fuel Storage

Facility

On January 6, 1997, the Spent Fuel Project Ofice (SFPO issued
to the Departnent of Energy (DOE) an acceptance |letter and notice
of docketing for the application to build an I ndependent Spent
Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI) for the Three Mle Island

Unit 2 (TM-2) core debris at the Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory (INEL). The fuel is presently in wet storage

el sewhere within the INEL conplex. The application proposes use
of the MP-187 transport cask to transfer the canistered core
debris 25 mles on the INEL site, and the NUHOVS- 12T dry storage
systemfor storage. On February 4, 1997, SFPO staff will attend
a public neeting with DCE in Idaho Falls, |daho, where DCE staff
w Il explain the nature of the project, and Nucl ear Regul atory
Comm ssion staff will provide an overview of the ISFSI |icensing
pr ocess.

The TM -2 application is one of three actions from DCE that SFPO
presently has in-house. The others are a topical report received
In early Cctober for a Dry Transfer Systemto nove fuel between
casks wthout a spent fuel pool, and an application received in

| at e Decenber to transfer the license for the Fort St. Vrain

| SFSI from Public Service Conpany of Colorado to DCE

Demand for Information Issued to VECTRA Due to Quality Assurance
Pr obl ens

On January 13, 1997, as a result of repeated Nucl ear Regul atory
Conmmi ssi on inspection findings, dating back to June 1995, on the
adequacy of the VECTRA Technol ogies, Inc. (VECTRA) Quality
Assurance (QA) Program a Demand for Information (Demand) was
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i ssued to VECTRA. VECTRA holds the Certificate of Conpliance and
is the prinme contractor for the NUHOVS dry cask storage system
The NUHOVBE systemis currently used to store spent fuel at the
Robi nson, Oconee, Calvert Ciffs, and Davis Besse nucl ear power
plants. In addition, Rancho Seco, Susquehanna, and Oyster Creek
are planning to use the NUHOVS system

The Demand seeks VECTRA' s response as to why the NRC shoul d not
i ssue an Order to require one or all of the follow ng:

. A conprehensive review of VECTRA's design control of the
NUHOMS system  The purpose of the review would be to verify
that the specifications have been accurately and clearly
translated fromthe Safety Anal ysis Report to fabricators in
the formof draw ngs, specifications, and purchase orders.

. A conprehensive review of all design changes and
nonconformances initiated since June 1995. The purpose of
the review would be to determine if any generic inplications
exist for both site-specific and general |icensees.

. Suspend VECTRA fabrication of the NUHOVS systemuntil the
probl ens have been resolved to the Comm ssion’s
sati sfaction.

The Demand requested VECTRA to include statenments di scussi ng how
future desi gn changes and nonconfornmances woul d be communi cat ed,
I f necessary, to both site-specific and general licensees. In
addi tion, the Demand requested a di scussion regarding the root
cause of previously-identified corrective action weaknesses.
VECTRA has 60 days to respond to the Demand.

Meeting with the Anerican Association of Railroads on Rai
Shi pnent  of Spent Fuel

On January 8, 1997, the Spent Fuel Project Ofice (SFPO staff
attended a neeting with the Anerican Associ ation of Railroads
(AAR) to discuss safety concerns regarding rail shipnent of spent
fuel. Oher attendees included the Departnents of Energy (DCE)
and Transportation, the Federal Railway Adm nistration, and
Sandi a and Law ence Livernore National Laboratories. The neeting
focused primarily on concerns raised by AAR on the results of the
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion’s Mddal Study ( Shi ppi ng Cont ai ner
Response to Severe H ghway and Rail way Accidents, NUREG CR-4829,
publ i shed February 1987) as they relate to rail shipnments. AAR s
purpose in review ng the Mddal Study was to determ ne whether the
rail roads should relax the speed limtation of 35 nph currently
in place for spent fuel shipnments. The railroad industry is
concerned with the inpact of this restriction, because 90% of
future spent fuel shipnents (about 400 casks/year when DOE s
shipnents to the repository begin) are planned as rail shipnents.
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| nt eragency Worki ng Group on the Transport of Radi oactive
Materi al s

On January 14, 1997, the Spent Fuel Project Ofice (SFPO hosted
the January nonthly neeting of the Interagency Wrking G oup on
the Transport of Radi oactive Materials. Attendees included staff
from SFPO and the Departnent of Transportation. |ssues discussed
i ncl uded: planning and coordi nati on for upcom ng |nternational
At om ¢ Energy Agency neetings; status of jointly-funded gui dance
devel opnent for transport of radioactive materials; Nucl ear

Regul atory Conm ssion rul enaking for fissile material transport;
status of uranium hexafl ouri de overpack revalidation; and foll ow
up to an Anmerican Association of Railroads neeting on rai

shi pnent of spent fuel.

Meeting with Sandi a National Laboratories on Transportation
Saf ety

On January 7, 1997, Spent Fuel Project Ofice (SFPO staff met
wWith representatives from Sandi a National Laboratories on the
study to revalidate the spent fuel shipnment risk estinmates

contai ned in NUREG 0170, Final Environnental Statenent on the
Transportation of Radioactive Material by Air and O her Mdes.
This is the first status review neeting on the project, which is
schedul ed for conpletion in May 1999. D scussions focused on the
overal | approach, which should provide a probabilistic treatnent
of key shipnment route and accident parameters, yet permt
conparison with NUREG 0170 results which were derived

determ nistically. Comments on the first deliverable - a review
of input paranmeters used in Sandia's transportation risk
assessnent code, RADTRAN - were provided to the contractor. The
next status review neeting will coincide with delivery of the
revi ew of highway and railway accident statistics.

| nspection of Dry Storage Cask Design Control at Trojan Nucl ear
Power Pl ant

On January 7-9, 1997, the Spent Fuel Project Ofice (SFPO
conducted a safety teaminspection of the dry storage system
design control process at the Trojan Nucl ear Power Plant in

Rani er, Oregon. Portland General Electric has applied for a
site-specific license to use the Sierra Nuclear Corporation node
TranStor cask at the |Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation
proposed for the Trojan site. The inspection teamreviewed
desi gn control neasures, independent review activities, tracking
systenms, docunment control, nanagenent oversight related to the
application, and inplenentation of the quality assurance (QA)
program The inspection team found the design control process
and the QA programto be adequate. An exit nmeeting was held on
January 9, 1997, to present the prelimnary inspection findings.
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Program for Strengthening the Effecti veness and | nproving the
Efficiency of International Atom c Energy Agency Saf eguards
( Program 93+2)

Program 93+2 was initiated to identify neasures that woul d
strengthen International Atom c Energy Agency (I AEA) safeguards
capability to detect undeclared activities in response to the

di scovery of undeclared nuclear activities in Iragq that were not
detected by the traditional system of | AEA safeguards. The
continuing policy of not increasing the | AEA budget, conbi ned
with an increasing nunber of facilities to be safeguarded, also
necessitates identification of neasures to inprove the efficiency
of the safeguards system Program 93+2 has two primary
conponents: expanded declaration of information on countries’
nucl ear fuel cycle infrastructures and conpl enmentary access to
resol ve inconsistencies in the informtion.

A working conmttee of the | AEA Board of Governors (Conmmittee 24)
was established to draft a protocol that woul d be added to the
saf eqguards agreenents between the | AEA and non-nucl ear weapons
States, in order to inplenment the Program 93+2 neasures that are
not permtted under the current agreenents. The third neeting of
this Conmttee is scheduled to begin on January 20, 1997, and to
continue until consensus wordi ng of the protocol is agreed upon
(or for up to three weeks). |If agreenent is reached, the
protocol will be submtted to the Board of Governors for approva
at its March 1997 neeting. NRC staff have been actively involved
in preparing and comrenting on U S. positions to be presented at
this neeting.

The U.S. interagency teamresponsi ble for negotiating the agreed
| anguage (chaired by the Arnms Control and Di sarmanent Agency) has
hel d neetings or otherw se comruni cated with representatives from
other countries and with U S. industry representatives to resolve
differences in acceptable wording of the protocol and questions
about inplenentation of its nmeasures. NRC staff participated in
a neeting with the German Committee representati ve on January 10-
11, 1997, to resolve critical areas of disagreenent on the
wording. Bilateral neetings with other countries represented on
Commttee 24 will be held in Europe beginning January 22, 1997,
in order to informthese countries of the U S. - proposed changes
to the protocol text and to resol ve outstandi ng concerns.

Wth regard to the U.S. industry, NRC staff participated in a
nmeeting in early January that was held under the auspices of

the Atlantic Council at which industry and Departnent of Energy
representatives were briefed on the program and their feedback on
potential inpacts was received. The U S. goal is to obtain a
consensus text during the upcomng Conmttee neeting, so that the
protocol can be submtted to the | AEA Board of Governors for
approval and to avoid the necessity of additional Conmttee

neeti ngs and a special session of the Board.
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Nucl ear Material Tracking

On January 10, 1997, staff fromthe Regulatory and |International
Saf eguards Branch participated in a neeting on nuclear materi al
tracking at Nucl ear Assurance Corporation headquarters in

Atl anta, Georgia. Primary areas of discussion were donestic
options to inprove tracking of nuclear material in the U S. when
the material iIs subject to international tracking and reporting
obl i gations, pursuant to various Agreenents for Peaceful Nuclear
Cooperation or to the U S./Russian Purchase Agreenent for

downbl ended hi gh-enriched uranium A follow on working group
nmeeting was held January 16, 1997, at the Nucl ear Regul atory
Conmm ssion, to address gui dance provided to U. S. fuel fabrication
facilities by the NRC for reporting the resulting country control
i nformati on from bl ending of nuclear materials. The U S. relies
on this country control information to satisfy internationa
reporting and tracking obligations.

Meeting on Dam Safety

On January 10, 1997, staff fromthe D vision of Waste Managenent
met with the Director of Program Devel opnment and Coordi nati on
Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA). The purpose of the
meeting was to di scuss recent FEMA reconmendati ons on the Nucl ear
Regul at ory Conm ssion Dam Safety Program and staff plans to
respond to the recomrendations. |In a nmenorandum dated Cctober 4,
1979, President Carter asked that each Federal agency involved

wi th dans adopt and inplenent the Federal Cuidelines on Dam
Safety. For NRC regulated facilities, NRC jurisdiction is over
danms that are (1) integral to the operation of the facility and
radi ol ogically safety related (an exanple is ultinmate heat sink
danms at nucl ear power plants), and (2) mll tailings dans which
are regul ated by statutory nmandate. At the January 10, 1997,
neeting the staff identified plans to finish the first round of

I nspections for dans contained in the NRC daminventory by the
end of Fiscal Year 1997. The follow up frequency for future

i nspections of danms was al so di scussed. FEMA agreed that
Emergency Action Plans woul d not be necessary if NRC confirned
that none of the NRC inventory dans included high or significant
hazard classification. FEMA raised questions about expandi ng NRC
responsibility to include dans that are not subject to NRC
jurisdiction and are not included in the NRC i nventory. FEMA
also clarified a nunber of the recommendati ons nmade in the recent
FEMA report (e.g., expand the use of the Federal Energy

Regul atory Conmi ssion for inspection of damns).

Depart nent of Enerqgy Probabilistic Seisn c Hazard Anal ysis Expert

Judgnment Elicitation Wrkshops

The Departnent of Energy (DOE) held the fourth seism c source
characterization (SSC) workshop and the second ground notion (GV
wor kshop for the proposed high-level waste repository at Yucca
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Mountain (YM, Nevada on January 6-8, and January 8-10, 1997,
respectively. D vision of Waste Managenent staff attended these
wor kshops as observers. The results of these SSC and GM

wor kshops will formthe bases for the probabilistic seismc
hazard anal ysis (PSHA) bei ng conducted by the DOE. A fornal
expert judgnent process is being used to obtain the needed

i nputs. The goal of the PSHA is to provide the annual
probability wth which various |evels of vibratory ground notion
and fault displacenment may be exceeded at the YMsite. The
results will be used as a basis for devel opi ng seisnm c design

i nputs and in assessing the pre-closure and post-closure
performance of the YMsite and facilities. The workshops are
being held to provide the experts with relevant and avail abl e
data for the YMsite; identify suitable approaches for seismc
source and ground notion characterization for the YMsite;
facilitate expert interactions, conduct field trips to the YM
region, provide the experts with probability and elicitation
training, performthe elicitations, and give the experts feedback
on their assessnents.

During the SSC Wor kshop, additional nodels and rel evant

i nformati on were presented to the experts for consideration, and
various three-nenber expert teans presented their prelimnary
interpretations regarding key SSC issues to the entire group of
SSC experts. During the GM workshop, the scope of GM
characterization was di scussed and clarified, and avail abl e
nodel s and data sets were presented to the experts for

di scussion. The experts also participated in a prelimnary GV
nodel i ng exercise. A joint probability/ elicitation training
session was held for the SSC and GM experts. Elicitation
interviews are scheduled to take place during | ate January 1997
and early February 1997 for SSC, and during m d-March 1997 for
GM A feedback workshop on the elicited assessnents is schedul ed
in April 1997. The final PSHA report is due to DOE fromits
contractor in August 1997.
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O fice for Analysis and Eval uati on of QOperational Data
I[tenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Initial Planning for |Ingestion Exercise

On January 13, 1997, a nenber of IRD net with representatives
fromthe States of New Jersey and Del aware, the utility for the
Sal em Power Plant, and representatives from other Federal
agencies for an initial planning neeting for a Federal
participation ingestion exercise in 1998. This effort is part of
the NRC State Qutreach program for incident response.

Meeting with the E-6 Commttee of the Conference of Radi ation
Control Program Directors (CRCPD)

Representatives fromIRD briefed the E-6 cormmittee of the CRCPD

on January 14, 1997. |Issues discussed ranged from NRC strategic
assessnent to incident response rel ationshi ps between the NRC and
States. This organi zation provides coordination with State

radi ati on control personnel.

PRELI M NARY NOTI FI CATI ONS ( PNs)

a. PNO1-97-002, Altoona Hospital, THREE PCSSI BLE
M SADM NI STRATI ONS RESULTI NG FROM THE USE OF SODI UM | ODI DE
| ODI NE- 131 FOR DI AGNOSTI C PURPGCSES.

b. PNOI-97-003, Geonechanics (Penn Center Wst), DAMAGED
PORTABLE GAUGE AT A TEMPORARY JOBSI TE.

c. PNO1-97-004, Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates, Inc.,
STOLEN TROXLER GAUGE.

d. PNO-11-97-001, Ardanan & Associ ates, STOLEN PORTABLE GAUGE.

e. PNO111-97-002, Mecosta County Ceneral Hospital, PACKAGE
EXCEEDS DOT REQUI REMENTS.

f. PNO1V-97-004, Arkansas Agreenent State, AGREEMENT STATE
NOTI FI CATI ON - RADI OACTI VE CONTAI NER DI SCOVERED | N SCRAP
METAL SHI PMENT.

g. PNO1V-97-005, Agreenent State Licensee (Ricker, Atkinson,
Mcbee & Assoc.), STOLEN PORTABLE GAUGE.
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Ofice of Adm nistration
Itens of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Procurenent Reform -- Survey Team for Acquisition Reform (STAR

The Division of Contract’s Survey Team for Acquisition Reform
(STAR) has conpleted its survey of 17 federal agencies regarding
use of procurenent innovations and procurenent "best practices.”
The STAR teamidentified a wide range of streamining initiatives
for inproving the efficiency of the procurenent process, e.g.,
expanded use of IT and use of the Internet for narket research,

i ncl udi ng past perfornmance informtion.

Contract Award

On Decenber 27, 1996, a contract was awarded to Data General
Corporation for preventive and renedi al mai nt enance on Data
CGeneral equipnment. The period of performance is one year with
four option years. This is a fixed price requirenents contracts
contract with an estimated cost of $1,041, 708, inclusive of
options. The followng streaniining initiatives were appli ed:

| ess than three SEP nenbers; electronic transmttal of the SOW
sinplified evaluation criteria; and set deadline for proposers’
questi ons.

Contract Performance

The Center Review G oup conpleted its assessnment of the
contractor’s performance under contract NRC- 02-93-005, "Operation
of the Center for Nuclear Waste Regul atory Anal yses,"™ for the
15t h performance eval uation period (Septenber 30, 1995 through
Sept enber 28, 1996). Sout hwest Research Institute (SwRI)

recei ved an excellent rating (979.

Recognition of Agreenent State Licenses in Areas Under Excl usive
Federal Jurisdiction Wthin an Agreenent State (Parts 150 and

170)

A final rule that amends NRC s regulations to clarify that
Agreenent State |icensees can seek reciprocal recognition of
their licenses fromthe NRC when they are working within areas of
excl usive Federal jurisdiction in Agreenent States was published
in the Federal Register on January 13, 1996 (67 FR 1662). The
final rule also clarifies NRC regulatory requirenents for

reci procity and appropriate fees and filing procedures applicable
to Agreenment State |icensees operating under reciprocity. The
final rule becones effective February 27, 1997.

Enhanced Security at Rear of White Flint Conpl ex

NRC has installed a weat herized guard booth for control of
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vehi cul ar access at the rear of the Wite Flint Conplex.
Procedures to control vehicular traffic were inplenented on
January 15, 1997 by the Division of Security. The guard booth
and the procedures are providing an enhanced | evel of security
screening of individuals driving onto NRC property. This
security enhancenent

stens fromthe recommendations in the Departnment of Justice's
anal ysis, "Vulnerability Assessnment of Federal Facilities".

Nati onal Standards and Criteria for Security CGuards

NRC attended a Facilities Protection Conmttee neeting of the
Security Policy Board On January 14, 1997. The conmittee voted
unani nously to approve a draft set of "Uniformed Protection
Oficer Health Standards” and a draft set of "Preenpl oynent
Criteria"” and to forward these drafts to the Policy Integration
Commttee and the Interagency Security Commttee. |If the U S
Security Policy Forumand U S. Security Policy Board | evel
approve these drafts, these standards and criteria will be the
nmeasure for all guard conpanies that provide security services
for the protection of classified naterial at Federal facilities.
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Chief Information Oficer
ltens of |nterest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

El ectronic Newsletters

A contract wwth McGawH |l is nowin place and the NRC |ibrary
IS now receiving electronic copies of four newsletters: [nside
NRC, | nside Energy, Nucl eonics Week, Nuclear Fuel. The current

I ssue of Inside NRCis available to the staff on the internal
bulletin board system The Library is working to add the
remaining three titles to the internal network. The agency is
still receiving and routing nultiple paper copies of these
titles. The Library is working on an NRC Announcenent regardi ng
these newsletters and their availability via the Internal Wb
Server.

FO A Requests Received During the Week Endi ng January 16, 1997

Copy of letter withdrawing the Petition for Rul emaking (PRM) 35-
14. (L. Getzin; ACNP/ SNM FO A/ PA-97-0006)

Records submtted by Dow Chem cal Conpany, between 1951 and 1969,
for the storage of |owlevel radioactive waste at their Madi son,
IL site. (J.Paikin; Sinpson Thacher & Bartlett; FO A/ PA-97-0007)

O Greport on alleged fal se statenents regardi ng spent fuel pool
I ssues at Northeast Nuclear Energy’s MIIstone Unit 1 site. (P.
Bl anch; FQO A/ PA-97-0008)

O reports 4-95-055 and 4-95-072 related to discrimnation
allegations. (L.Otiz; Southern California Edison;
FO A/ PA-97-0010)

Listing of radioactive burial sites that exceed the prescreening
criteria of greater than 100 nrenfyear. (B.Bastenbeck; NES Inc.;
FO A/ PA-97-0012)

Communi cati ons with naned individuals or organizations since
9/1/96 related to Houston Lighting & Power Conpany’s South Texas
Project. (J.Savage of Mrrgan, Lewi s & Bockius; FO A/ PA-97-0013)
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Ofice of Personnel
ltens of |nterest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Arrivals

CONN, Rose SECRETARY (QA) (PFT)

OP/ SPAC

FEVELL, Bradl ey REG ONAL COUNSEL ( PFT)

FORD, Antoniette CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATOR ( PFT)

GUTHRI E, Eugene REACTOR ENGQ NEER ( PFT)

H CKS, Mbna SR PERSONNEL MGMT SPECI ALI ST OPFT)
HOSTON, Lisa SR CRI M NAL | NVESTI GATOR ( PFT)

SHAKELFORD, Jeffrey SR REACTOR ANALYST ( PFT)

Depart ures

BARR, Robb SR RESI DENT | NSPECTOR ( PFT)
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Ofice of Public Affairs
ltenms of |nterest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Medi a | nt erest

Region | public affairs officers assisted in the conduct of a
public forumin Haddam CT, about forthcom ng decomm ssioni ng at
Haddam Neck

Public affairs officers in HQ and Regions | and IV, responded to
several nmedia inquiries from Mai ne concerning Mai ne Yankee’s
contractual arrangenent with Entergy Corp.

Headquarters public affairs officers also responded to nedi a
inquiries concerning a 2.206 petition seeking revocation of the
NRC |icense for the Envirocare facility in Uah

School Vol unteers Program

Pat Castl eman, NRR, denonstrated the properties of radiation to a
boy scout troop in Frederick by using a classroomactivity from
OPA. The scouts were trying to earn the atom c energy nerit
badge.

Press Rel eases

Headquarters:

97-002 NRC Publ i shes St akehol der Comments on Strategic
Assessnent of Regulatory Activities

97-003 NRC Recei ves Application From DOE for License to
Store TM Fuel Debris at | NEL

97- 004 Note to Editors: ACRS Meeting on Probabilistic
Ri sk Assessnent

97- 005 NRC Chai rman, Working Group Meeting on Formation
of International Regul atory Counci

97- 006 NRC Asks Vectra Technol ogies to Submt Information
on its Dry Cask Storage System for Spent Fue

97- 007 NRC, DOE Sign New Menorandum of Under st andi ng

Reqgi ons:

[-97-3 NRC Staff to Meet Wth Oficials of Duguesne Light

Conpany to Discuss Apparent Violations at Beaver
Val | ey Nucl ear Pl ant
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I'1-97-07

[1-97-08

[1-97-09

[1-97-10

[11-97-05

[1-97-11
| V-97-04

| V-97-05

NRC Staff Issues Order Prohibiting Involvenent in
NRC- Li censed Activities to Fornmer Head of
I ndustrial Process Conpany in Fajardo, Puerto Rico

NRC Staff Proposes $100, 000 Fi ne Agai nst Tennessee
Val l ey Authority

Farl ey Nuclear Plant Rated "Superior"™ in Two
Areas, "Good" in Two O her Areas of NRC Assessment
Repor t

NRC Staff to Hold Predeci sional Enforcenent
Conference to Discuss Crystal River Engineering
Concerns Wth Florida Power Corporation

NRC to Hol d Predeci sional Enforcenent Conference
Wth Conmonweal th Edi son on Apparent Violations at
Byron Pl ant

NRC Comm ssioner to Visit St. Lucie on January 23

NRC Staff to Hold Open Enforcenent Conference
January 16 Wth Representatives of WIf Creek

Waterford Plant Rated ‘ Good’ in Three Areas
“Acceptable’ in the Fourth in NRC Assessnent
Report

JANUARY 17, 1997
ENCLOSURE M



O fice of International Prograns
I[tenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

| nt ernati onal Nucl ear Requl ators Associ ati on

Chai rman Jackson and senior regulators fromsix other countries
met January 15-17, 1997 to discuss the creation of a new

I nternational Nuclear Regulators Association. Participating with
Chai rman Jackson were senior regulators from Canada, France,

Ger many, Japan, Spain and the United Ki ngdom

Thi s wor ki ng group achi eved consensus on a terns-of-reference
docunent descri bi ng how t he associ ati on shoul d operate, which
countries initially should be nenbers of the association, how the
organi zati on shoul d be structures, and how nenbership wll

expand.

The terns-of-reference docunent will be presented for fornmal
adoption by all the initial nmenbers of the Association at a
neeting to be convened in May in Paris, France.
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Regi on |
Items of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Meeting with New Jersey Decommni ssioning Staff

On January 14, 1997, NRC Region | staff of the Division of

Nucl ear Materials Safety and Safeguards nmet with State of New
Jersey staff and representatives of the Ft. Mnnouth, NJ, Evans
Area deconm ssioning staff (US Arny). Discussions were held to
determ ne the best way to coordinate regul atory oversight of both
NRC and NJ decommi ssioning criteria on the licensee. The sites
have both NRC and State regul ated material contam nates. NJ
staff agreed that as long as the cleanup criteria used neets the
State of New Jersey’s criteria, NRC review and oversi ght of
remedi al activities would be acceptable to the State of New
Jersey.
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Regi on |
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Enf orcenent Conf erence - Roberts Construction

On January 13, 1997, Region Il held an enforcenent conference
with the President of Roberts Construction Conpany. The Conpany
had an NRC |icense to operate a noi sture/density gauge contai ni ng
Ameri cium 241 and Cesium 137, but the |license expired January 31,
1997. The Conpany was required to maintain the gauge in storage
whi | e pursuing another NRC |license. The Conference was held to
di scuss the findings froma Novenber 1996 NRC i nspection at the
Conpany’s facilities in West Virginia. The findings included
failure of the Conpany to maintain adequate security for the
gauge and failure to performleak tests of the gauge for a two
year period prior to license expiration. The |icensee discussed
the root causes for the apparent violations and addressed the
NRC s question of why the Conpany should remain an NRC |icensee
in view of the failure to abide by NRC regul ati ons.
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Region 1V
Itenms of Interest
Week Ending January 17, 1997

Pr edeci si onal Enforcenent Conference with Wl f Creek Nucl ear
Oper ati ng Cor poration

On January 16, 1997, Region IV held a predecisional enforcenent
conference with Wl f Creek Nucl ear Operating Corporation. The
enforcenent conference was open for public observation. The
conference was held to discuss three apparent violations
identified during a recent engineering teaminspection involving
mul ti pl e exanples of a 10 CFR 50.59 violation, an inoperable | ow
tenperature overpressure protection system and nultiple exanples
of a corrective action violation involving the failure to correct
technical specification interpretations that conflicted with
techni cal specification requirenents.
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O fice of Congressional

Week Ending January 17, 1997

| tems of

| nt er est

Affairs

CONGRESSI ONAL HEARI NG SCHEDULE, No. 1

Confirmation as DCE
Secretary

OCA DATE
ASS| G\- & TI ME W TNESS
MENT PLACE
Madden 01/ 30/ 97 TBA Federi co Pena

366 DSOB

SUBJECT

COW TTEE

Senat or s Mur kowski / Bunper s
Energy & Natural Resources

Late Feb TBA TBA

Wor kshop on Electricity
Der egul ati on

Senat or s Mur kowski / Bunper s
Energy & Natural Resources
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