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O fice of Nucl ear Reactor Regul ation
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Seabrook Station, Unit 1

A tenporary exenption to the requirenents of 10 CFR 50. 75(e) (2)
for additional assurance for deconm ssioning funding was issued
on January 22, 1997, to Geat Bay Power Corporation. The
exenption allows Geat Bay 6 nonths to arrange for the required
addi ti onal assurance to conply with 50.75(e)(2). Geat Bay is a
12. 1324 percent joint owner of Seabrook, Unit 1. The additional
assurance is required of non-electric utilities.

The issue of Geat Bay's status as a non-electric utility arose
fromthe staff’s review of Great Bay' s request for NRC approval,
pursuant to 10 CFR 80, for indirect transfer of a |license. The
50. 80 approval would allow G eat Bay to utilize a reverse
triangular nmerger to forma parent hol ding conpany. The staff
approved the restructuring by an Order al so issued on January 22,
1997.

Vogtl e Electric Generating Plant -- | nplenentation of | nproved
Techni cal Specifications

On January 23, 1997, a full conversion to a new set of technica
speci fications based on the inproved technical specification
format was inplenmented at the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant.
Vogtle is the first Wstinghouse four-loop plant, and the third
pressurized water reactor plant, to achieve a full inplenentation
of the new technical specification formt.

Fermi Unit 2, Licensee-lnitiated | ndependent Revi ew of Recent
Oper ati onal Probl ens

Ferm 2 has experienced a nunber of equi pnent problens or
failures that have prevented the |icensee fromrestarting the
unit followng the fifth refueling outage. The nost significant
probl ens have been:

° failure of energency diesel generator 11 to maintain proper
vol tage during the conbined | oss of offsite power/| oss of
cool ant accident test; licensee indicated this was caused by
a problemon a new vol tage regul ator card

° one main steam safety/relief valve (SRV) position indicator
(tail pi pe pressure switch) failed to indicate properly when

the SRV was opened for testing; licensee indicated this was
caused by a | ow pressure zone in tail pi pe near instrunent
tap
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° failure of one SRV to close on demand during testing;
licensee indicated this was caused by a bent stemon the
associ ated sol enoid val ve

° failure of a drywell-to-torus vacuum breaker to close during

a stroke test; licensee indicated this was caused by
I nproper installation of a magnet assenbly on the vacuum
br eaker

° failures in a main generator output breaker and in a
el ectrical protection circuit led to an event invol ving
not ori ng of the main generator

These and ot her problens, in conjunction with activities to

bal ance the new main turbine | ow pressure rotors, have led to
repeat ed startups and shutdowns over the |ast two nonths.

Li censee review of these events has not identified a comonality
anong the causes. However, the licensee has indicated that it
intends to bring in a small group of experienced industry
personnel to independently review these problens and provide
Insights to the |icensee. NRC Regional personnel continue to
nonitor |icensee actions in response to these problens.

Cinton Power Station -- Qutage Status

The facility has remai ned shutdown since the event of Septenber
5, 1996, when control room operators attenpted to isolate a

| eaki ng reactor recirculation punp seal and enter single | oop
operation. The licensee has yet to conplete activities
associated with the sixth refueling outage that began in md-
Cctober. Electrical instrunentation installed during the outage
to mtigate concerns associated with degraded grid voltage is not
functioning as designed. This work on the Division 2 train and
efforts to nodify feedwater check valves in order to perform
acceptable leak rate tests represent the major itens on the
critical path.

On January 27, 1997, an individual set off a radiation alarm
while exiting the radiologically controlled area of the plant.
Low | evel contam nation of approximtely 150 counts per mnute
was identified on the individual’s forehead. It was subsequently
di scovered that a snmall piece of paper, normally used for

contam nation surveys, was |ocated behind the sweat band of the

i ndi vidual *s hardhat. The paper had a contam nation | evel of
approxi mately 500 counts per second. The licensee is
investigating this incident as a potentially deliberate

contam nati on event.

Al so, on January 27, 1997, the licensee inadvertently drained
approxi mately 26,000 gall ons of condensate water to the RCI C punp
room sunp. An operator and an independent verifier went to the
"B" feedwater train as opposed to the "A" train when verifying
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val ve alignnments. |In addition to the valve lineup error, contro
room operators did not properly evaluate an alarmfor RC C sunp
punp run tine. The al arm annunci ated several tinmes during the
shift w thout control room operators investigating the source of
drai nage into the sunp.

The licensee has initiated a plant-w de stand-down to eval uate
recent events.

| nconpl ete RCCA Insertion Update

At a neeting on January 9, 1997, Houston Lighting and Power
(HL&P) indicated that it would performmd-cycle rod drop testing
on South Texas Unit 1 later in January, when the rodded assenbly
bur nups approached the val ue corresponding to the | owest burnup
(32 GADY MTU) at which an inconplete control rod insertion (IRl)
was observed | ast cycle.

On January 25, 1997, South Texas Unit 1 was shut down to perform
rod drop testing. The results were as foll ows:

° RCCAs at | ocations C9 and K8 stopped at 6 steps

° Burnup on the fuel assenblies was 26. 1GAD MTU and
27. 4GND/ MTU respectively

° Both fuel assenblies were 1.5 cycles burned with core
resi dence tine of 615EFPD

° Two additional rods showed zero recoil; correspondi ng
bur nups were 26. 2GAD MTU and 27. 5GAD/ MTIU.
Further evaluation of the test data will be perforned this week

to determne additional actions and the licensee will advise NRC
of the results. This information plus the test results fromthe
end-of -cycle South Texas Unit 2 tests (scheduled for 2/8/97) wll
be used to determ ne actions including testing for the renai nder
of Unit 1 Cycle 7 (EQCC (9/97).

San Onofre, Unit 2 -- Steam Generator Tube Inspection Results

Sout hern California Edison, the |icensee for San Onofre Unit 2
(SONGS-2), is conpleting its steam generator (SG eddy current
(EC) inspections for the current refueling outage. SONGS-2 is a
Conbusti on Engi neering plant with two nodel 3410 SGs.

The licensee reported 39 axial indications at eggcrate supports
and in freespan regions in the I ower bundle region. These

i ndi cati ons were bobbin coil "nonquantifiable indications (NQs)"
subsequently confirnmed with a plus point probe. Several of these
i ndi cations do not neet RG 1.121 structural integrity

requi rements based on eddy current size estinations. Leakage
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integrity may also be an issue. The licensee plans to insitu
pressure test these indications and a substantial nunber of
simlar but smaller indications to prove acceptabl e tube
integrity. 1In lieu of perform ng an extensive plus point probe
I nspection of tubes in the |lower bundle region, the |icensee

pl ans to show through insitu pressure testing and tube pul

anal yses that the bobbin coil inspection was sufficient to detect
structurally significant indications. As an added neasure,
SONGS-2 plans to performa md-cycle bobbin coil inspection of

the | ower bundl e region.

SONGS-2 al so reported a five-fold increase in the nunber of
dented eggcrate intersections fromthe previous May 1995

i nspection. The licensee plans to inspect 100% of these

i ntersections using a plus point probe. Results to date do not
i ndicate a concern with tube cracking. SONGS-2 is actively

I nvestigating the cause of what appears to be an active denting
mechani sm

The licensee net with the NRC staff on January 30 to di scuss
details of the inspection results, in-situ pressure test

candi dates, tube pull candidates and the runtinme analysis used to
support the operation of SONGS-2 to a md-cycle outage. The
staff indicated that, should the in-situ pressure testing or tube
pull results be unfavorable, the adequacy of the SONGS-2 SG tube
I nspection as it stands today will need to be reviewed. The
staff will also review the details of the runtine anal ysis used
to justify operation of SONGS-2 through to a m d-cycle outage.

JANUARY 31, 1997
ENCLOSURE A



O fice of Nuclear Material Safety and Saf eguards
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Pneumati c Monitoring at Yucca Muntain

On Decenber 18, 1996, The Departnent of Energy (DOE) announced
that it had conpleted pneumatic (air perneability and baronetric
pressure) nonitoring in two boreholes | ocated al ong the North
Ranmp of the Exploratory Studies Facility (ESF). This nonitoring
began in late 1994, during the early stages of construction of
the ESF, to help characterize pneumati c pathways at Yucca
Mountain. The effectiveness of a pneumatic barrier above a hot
nucl ear waste repository could be inportant to performance
assessnment. At issue was the concern that characterization of
pneumati ¢ pat hways woul d be precluded if the tunnel boring
machi ne (TBM breached a confining unit (PTn) that |ies above the
proposed repository horizon. It was thought that if the PTn was
an effective barrier to air flow, the pneunmatic system above, in,
and bel ow the PTn could be characterized by nonitoring responses
to changes in baronetric pressure.

The DOE, in its Accel erated Surface-based Testing Program
committed to collect these data, prior to TBM penetration of the
PTn, by nonitoring pressure in the borehol es continuously through
a W nter season when baronetric pressure fluctuations are
greatest. The resulting data showed the PTn to be a pneunatic
barrier, but of spatially variable effectiveness. Wen the TBM
penetrated the PTn, pressure responses in the boreholes were used
to determne the large-scale air perneabilities in the proposed
hi gh-1 evel waste repository horizon. These data have been used
in the calibration of the "Three-D nmensional Site-Scale

Unsat urat ed Zone Model of Yucca Muwuntain."™ Continued nonitoring
of pneumatic pressure in these boreholes is no | onger required
since it is not yielding new information.

Nucl ear Requl atory Conmi ssion Staff Comments on Departnent of
Ener gy Ther nohydrol ogy Testing and Mddeli ng Program for Yucca
Mbunt ai n

On January 23, 1997, the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssion staff
conpleted its review of recent information on the Departnent of
Energy’ s (DOE s) Thernohydrol ogy Model i ng and Testing Program
and provided witten cooments to DOE's Yucca Muntain Site
Characterization Ofice. The objective of the review was to
eval uate whether DOE' s programw || provide the information
necessary for DOE to prepare a |icense application for a
repository at the site, should it prove suitable.

The NRC staff supported DOE s approach of phased thernal testing
at various scales, including | aboratory scale testing, a |l arge
bl ock test, an al cove scale single heater test, and a drift scale
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heater test, but had specific comrents on the details of DCE s
test program NRC staff comments addressed the issues of: the
adequacy of DOE s planned drift scale test to observe the

rel evant fl ow phenonena that could occur in the repository

envi ronnent; the adequacy of DOE s planned test to distinguish
anong alternative conceptual flow nodels; and the need for
boundi ng the effects of coupled thernal -hydrol ogi c-chemn cal
coupling. NRC staff offered to neet wiwth DOE to di scuss and
clarify its conments.

Chi o Environnental Protection Agency Meeting on Shi el dall oy
Metal lurgical Corporation Facility

On January 22, 1997, the Chio Environnental Protection Agency
hel d a public hearing in Canbridge, Chio, to receive public
comrents on their "Preferred Plan" for renediating the

Shi el dal | oy Metal lurgical Corporation site in Canbridge. The
Ohi o pl an has been devel oped using the CERCLA process, and in
parallel with the Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion’s Environnent al

| npact Statenment (EI'S) devel opnent for this site. Both the Chio
Preferred Plan and the NRC EI' S favor onsite disposal of the

radi oactive slag piles at the site. Reaching a comon concl usion
has been a major objective in the coordination effort between NRC
and Chio. However, there are several issues renmaining, and these
are expected to be resolved in selecting a final remedy for the
site.

Nucl ear Requl atory Conmi ssion Staff Meets with Babcock & W cox
to Discuss Parks Townshi p Deconmi SSi oni ng

On January 23, 1997, staff fromthe D vision of Waste Managenent
met with representatives of Babcock and Wl cox (B&W, Nucl ear
Envi ronnmental Services, Inc., at Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion
Headquarters. The purpose of this neeting was to di scuss and
resolve issues arising fromthe NRC staff’s review of B&W's
proposed deconm ssioning plan for their Parks Township,

Pennsyl vania facility (PTS). The PTS is currently listed on the
NRC s Site Decomm ssioni ng Managenent Plan (SDWP) and is adj acent
to the B&W Shal | ow Land Di sposal Area SDWP site. Although NRC
and B&W staff were able to resolve nost of the issues raised by
the NRC staff’s review, several issues remain to be resolved

bef ore the decomm ssioning plan can be approved by the NRC
These i ssues center on the manner in which groundwater wll be
eval uated, the appropriate nethod for estinmating doses from

resi dual radioactive material at the site, and the surveys that
B&Ww | | use to denonstrate that the site neets NRC s criteria
for unrestricted use.

Meeting with the National M ning Association

On January 28, 1997, staff fromthe U ani um Recovery Branch,
Di vi sion of WAste Managenent, met with representatives of the
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Nati onal M ning Association (NMA), at the NMA's offices in

Washi ngton, DC. These neetings are held on a bi-nonthly basis to
di scuss generic issues of concern to the uraniumrecovery

i ndustry. Anong the itens discussed were: (1) agenda topics for
the jointly-sponsored uraniumrecovery industry workshop
schedul ed for June 1997; (2) the scoping neeting with the

i ndustry on the Standard Review Plan for in-situ | each m ning
applications (to be held in R verton, Woning, in March 1997);
and (3) the status of various gui dance docunents currently under
devel opnent by the NRC staff.

Site Famliarization Visit to General Electric Fuel Facility,
WIlm ngton, North Carolina

On January 23, 1997, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Saf eguards
staff visited the General Electric (CGE) Fuel Fabrication Facility
in WImngton, North Carolina. The visit, in preparation for
upcom ng license renewal, included observation of GE's new dry
conversion process (DCP) facility, which is currently under
construction and is expected to be authorized as part of the
renewal .

During the visit, GE provided information to the Nucl ear
Regul at ory Conmi ssion on various urani um processing initiatives,
including AVLIS feed material, fuel bundle defabrication, and
other feed materials. GE has contracted with U S. Enrichnent
Corporation to devel op a nodified conversion process that accepts
the uranium netal nuggets produced in the AVLIS process. The
visitors al so observed outdoor areas, including the waste water
treatnent plant, the incinerator, waste storage areas, and forner
di sposal areas for CaF, sludges. CE recently constructed a |arge
bui I ding to house the CaF, sludges that were previously (1968-
1972) disposed of in shallow trenches on site. Gven the |arge
vol une of CaF, sludge and the expense of disposing of the
material, GE Is exploring alternative technol ogies that can be
used to economcally treat the CaF, waste to extract the uranium
and/ or reduce its volune. The visit also included a di scussion
of the Carolina Star Voluntary Protection Program which was
recently awarded to the GE facility by the State of North
Carolina and the Cccupational Health and Safety Adm nistration in
recognition of GE's superior performance in work place safety.

Nucl ear Fuel Services Begi ns Processing Enriched Uraniumfrom
Rocky Flats

On January 23, 1997, Nucl ear Fuel Services (NFS) in Erw n,
Tennessee, began processing highly-enriched uranium provi ded by
the Departnent of Energy’'s (DCOE s) Rocky Flats Plant. NFS is
converting liquid uraniumnitrate solution into a dry oxide
powder for storage by DOE. Prior to the initiation of
processi ng, Nuclear Regul atory Conmm ssion staff fromthe Ofice
of Nuclear Material Safety and Saf eguards (NMSS) and Region |
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conpl et ed extensive licensing and i nspection reviews, including
several teaminspections. Based on these reviews, the staff
concl uded that NRC has reasonabl e assurance of safe operation for
the processing. NRC coordinated the reviews with the State of
Tennessee. Initial processing activity was observed by NRC

I nspectors fromRegion Il and NVSS. The processing is expected
to | ast several nonths.

Project "Plutonium Excess Arns Converted to Electricity" Team
Meet i ng

On January 28, 1997, staff fromthe Regulatory and Internationa
Saf equards Branch attended a presentation at Nucl ear Regul atory
Comm ssi on Headquarters by the Pl utonium Excess Arns Converted to
Electricity (P.EEA CE ) team The neeting was organi zed by the
Project Directorate I11-2, Division of Reactor Projects III/1V,

O fice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. The P.E. A C E team
consists of British Nuclear Fuels Limted, Cogenma, Commonwealth
Edi son, and Duke Power. The purpose of their presentation was to
di scuss the |icensees’ proposed programfor the use of m xed
oxide fuel (MOX) in existing domestic conmercial nuclear

reactors. This initiative conmes in response to a recently
publ i shed Record of Decision by the Departnment of Energy (DOE),
where one of the proposed nethods for disposing of surplus
weapons grade plutoniumis to burn it as MOX fuel.

The P.E. A . C E teamproposes to utilize European experience in
the fabrication and use of MOX fuel. Their presentation also
addressed the scope of responsibilities between team nenbers and
a DOE team and the potential NRC involvenent. The team

di scussed the state of MOX technology, a MOX | ead test assenbly
program and MOX reload irradiation. 1In concluding, the team
enphasi zed that, fromtheir perspective, there are no significant
technical issues to be resolved, and they have the necessary
experience and technical capabilities to nmeet DOE's MOX program
NRC staff present at the nmeeting raised several issues concerning
environnental requirenents, severe accident analysis, safeguards
(including transportation), and 10 CFR Part 70 as it relates to
MOX fabrication
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O fice of Nuclear Regul atory Research
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Commi ssi oner Rogers’ Visit to Johns Hopkins University

On January 16, 1997, staff fromthe Electrical, Mterials, and
Mechani cal Engi neering Branch (EMMEB) escorted Conm ssioner
Rogers and his Technical Assistant on a visit to the Johns
Hopki ns University (JHU). The focus of the visit was on using
NDE for qualification and quantification of reactor pressure
vessel (RPV) enbrittlenent.

The visit consisted of an overview of the Center for Non-
Destructive Evaluation (CNDE), a presentation on NDE for RPV
enbrittlenent and a tour focusing on ultrasound-based research
and included a denonstration of a | aser-generated ultrasound

t echni que which can be enployed in applications where use of
conventional transducers is not possible.

| PE Submittal Briefings

On January 23 and January 28, 1997 RES/ PRAB staff provided

bri efings on

the results of the North Anna, Sunmer, Turkey Point, MIlstone 1
Oyster

Creek and NNne Mle Point 1 IPE submittals at the appropriate
regional offices. These briefings included insights on the risk
and safety inportant systens, conponents and hunan acti ons.

Per spectives were al so provided on

(1) reasonabl eness of the results given the current design and
oper ati on,

(2) the potential strengths and weaknesses of the design, and (3)
i ssues and itens for consideration during inspections.
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O fice for Analysis and Eval uati on of QOperational Data
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Tour of Operations Center for the State of M chi gan

A tour of the Qperations Center and neeting on dose assessnent
was conducted by I RD nenbers for representatives fromthe State
of M chigan and FEMA on January 29, 1997. This neeting was
schedul ed at the request of M chigan and invol ved a di scussion on
a potential change in the way M chigan intends to perform
protective action decision making.

FEMA Nati onal REP Program Revi ew

Representatives fromIRD are participating in the initial neeting
of the FEMA National REP Program Review taking place in Denton,
Texas from January 27-30, 1997. This FEVA review w || attenpt to
redefine the way in which FEMA conducts REP exerci se eval uations
and other related topics.

PRELI M NARY NOTI FI CATI ONS ( PNs)

a. PNO- 1 -97-007, National Institute of Health, STATUS OF LOST
PACKAGE CONTAI NI NG ONE M LLI CURI E OF | ODI NE- 125.

b. PNO- 1 -97-007A, National Institute of Health, UPDATE COF
STATUS OF LOST PACKAGE CONTAI NI NG ONE M LLI CURI E OF | ODI NE-
125.

c. PNO1-97-008, New York Power Authority (Fitzpatrick 1),
REACTOR SCRAM AT THE FI TZPATRI CK NUCLEAR PLANT.

d. PNO1-97-009, Avslo, FOLLOWUP OF A REPORT OF JET ENG NE
HELD BY A SCRAP METAL FACI LITY.

e. PNO1-97-002, Carolina Power & Light Co. (Harris 1),
SECURI TY EVENT DUE TO POTENTI AL TAMPERI NG VANDALI SM OF NON\-
SAFETY RELATED EQUI PMENT.

f. PNO-11-97-003, Nucl ear Fuel Services, Inc., NUCLEAR FUEL
SERVI CES (NFS) RESUMES HEU PROCESSI NG

g. PNO11-97-0004, Virginia Power Co. (Surry 1), SURRY UNIT 1
SHUTDOWN LONGER THAN 72 HOURS.

h. PNO11-97-005, Tennessee Valley Authority (Watts Bar 1),
MAI N CONDENSER TUBE LEAK - REACTOR SHUTDOWN FOR REPAI RS.

i. PNOI11-97-006, Ceorgia Power Co (Hatch 1), PLANT SHUTDOMWN
DUE TO PRI MARY PRESSURE BOUNDARY LEAKAGE.
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j. PNOI111-97-0003, Conmonwealth Edi son Co. (Zion 2), OUTAGE
EXTENDED TO ADDRESS TECHNI CAL AND PLANT CONDI TlI ON | SSUES.

k. PNOI11-97-004, US. Enrichnent Corporation Sienens Power
(Portsnouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant, TRUCK CARRYlI NG FOUR
URANI UM HEXAFLUCRI DE CYLI NDERS | N ACCI DENT.

PNO-111-97-005, Illinois Power Co. (Clinton 1), PGOSSIBLE
DEL| BERATE RADI ATI ON EXPOSURE | NCI DENT.

m  PNO- | V-97-006, Entergy Operations, Inc. (Waterford 3), TOXIC
CHEM CAL SPILL ON THE M SSI SSI PPl RI VER (10 M LES UPSTREAM
OF WATERFORD) .
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Ofice of Adm nistration
Itens of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Pr ocur enent Ref or m

Doug Hanson, Project Oficer for NASA's Scientific & Engi neering
Wor kst ati on Procurenment (SEWP I1) program w |l present the
programto Division of Contracts (DC) and | RM staff on February
13, 1997. Under the SEWP Il program indefinite
delivery/indefinite quantity contracts are available for use by
ot her Federal agencies for streaniined procurenent of scientific
and engi neering workstation information technol ogy products. NRC
has used the SEWP contracts in the past and requested the
presentation to | earn nore about new contracts awarded under this
program and further opportunities for streanlining.

Acqui sition Training

On January 30, 1997, the Division of Contracts (DC) piloted its
second acqui sition course, "Devel opi ng Proposal Eval uation
Criteria," for approximtely 20 enpl oyees fromthe technical
programoffices. DCwll pilot and regularly schedule a total of
11 courses during FY 1997. These courses include specific topics
such as SEP Procedures, Contract Negotiation, Contract

Adm ni stration, Property Managenent, and Organi zational Conflict
of Interest. The next two courses entitled, "Devel oping the

| ndependent Governnent Cost Estimate" and "Source Eval uation
Panel Procedures,” will be piloted on February 20, 1997 and March
27, 1997, respectively.

PC REFRESH Contr act

On Decenber 27, 1996, a protest was filed with the CGeneral
Accounting Ofice (GAO under the NRC s solicitation RS-IRM 96-
177 entitled, "Acquisition of Mcroconputer Hardware and
Software, Laser Printers, and M croconputer Support Services (PC
REFRESH)." The protester alleges that NRC s eval uati on was

i nproper and that NRC failed to conduct neani ngful discussions.
The NRC submitted an Agency Report in response to the GAO prot est
on January 27, 1997. GAOis required to issue its decision on
the protest within 100 days fromthe date of filing of the
protest with GAO which is April 7, 1997.

In order to avoid disruption of these services, NRC has awarded a
contract to Sylvest Managenent Systens Corporation. The contract
was signed by the NRC Contracting O ficer and forwarded to SBA
for approval on January 8, 1997. The contract includes

provi sions which allow Sylvest to commence work pendi ng receipt
of SBA approval. NRC expects to receive the fully executed
contract from SBA by January 31, 1997.
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Duplication Fees (Part 9)

A final rule that revises the Comm ssion’s regul ations to change
the charges for copying records that are publicly available in
the Public Docunent Room was published in the Federal Regi ster on
January 28, 1997 (62 FR 3984). The final rule reflects changes

I n copying charges resulting froma new contract award. The
final rule becane effective January 28, 1997.

Criteria for the Release of Individuals Adm nistered Radi oactive
Material (Parts 20 and 35)

A final rule that amends the criteria for the rel ease of patients
adm ni stered radi oactive material was published in the Federal
Regi ster on January 29, 1997 (61 FR 4120). The new criteria for
patient rel ease are based on the potential dose to other

I ndi vidual s that are exposed to the patient. The criteria are
consistent with the recommendati ons of the National Council on
Radi ati on Protecti on and Measurenents and the International

Comm ssi on on Radiol ogical Protection. The final rule becones
effective May 29, 1997.

Revisions to the National Industrial Security Program Operating
Manual (NI SPOM

The Departnent of Defense, as the Executive Agent for the N SPOM
prepared revisions to the Cctober 31, 1995 version of the N SPOM
to conformit to the new Executive Order 12958, "C assified
National Security Information,”™ and its inplenenting directive.
The proposed revisions were circul ated for agency comments. On
January 29, 1997 representatives of agencies which submtted
comrents on the proposed revision, including NRC, net at the

O fices of the Information Security Oversight Ofice where
comrents were successfully resol ved.

Meeting with DCOE on Foreign Omership, Control or |Influence
(FOQ)

Under the NISPOM NRC will also be required to nake FOCI

determ nations for contractors with NRC that require

aut hori zations for access to classified information. On January
30, 1997, Division of Contracts and Division of Security staff
met with DOE staff to review DCE procedures for obtaining FOC

i nformation frompotential contractors. Follow ng the N SPOMV
requi rements, NRC is devel oping a set of FOCI procedures
patterned on DOE s established program An NRC FOCI

determ nation will be necessary and NRC s procedures will be used
whenever an NRC conponent requests work by a contractor which
requi res authorizations for access to classified infornmation.

Expansi on of COMCTR Conpl et ed
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The expansion of NRC s Secure Communi cation Center (COMCTR) to
accomodat e addi tional equi pnment was conpl eted on January 24,
1997.
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Chief Information Oficer
ltens of |nterest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Chief Information Oficer Sel ected

The Chai rman of the Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion has sel ected
Ant hony J. Galante to beconme NRC s Chief Information Oficer.

M. Galante, who has spent the past 20 years in various
managenent | evel positions with the Mbil G| Corporation, wll
report for duty on Monday, February 3, 1997. He wll be | ocated
in T-6E2 until his permanent office is conpleted on the 17th
floor of One Wihite Flint North.

Agency- W de Docunents Access and Managenent System

The Agency- Wde Docunents Access and Managenent System ( ADAVD)
proj ect has been directly affected by new |l egislation. The

I nformati on Technol ogy Managenent Reform Act (I TWVRA) of 1996
requi res each Federal agency to design and inplenent an

I nformation Technol ogy Capital Planning and I nvestnent Control
(CPIC) process for nmaxim zing the value of and assessing and
managi ng the risks of information investnments. ADAMS, due to its
projected costs, fits the criteria for such a project. The CPIC
analysis is tailored around the devel opnent of three alternatives
supported by detail ed benefits and costing. These alternatives
wi Il then be reviewed by the various review Councils established
t hrough the CPI C procedures as approved by the Chairman.

The three alternatives for ADAMS include: (i) the status quo
approach, (ii) ADAMS as a full inplenentation of the project as
recommended by the BDM contractor with custom devel oped views for
each of the major business processes, and (iii) ADAMS as an "out -
of -t he-box" solution. ADAMS "out-of-the-box" mnimzes the
custom zation required of the product in favor of rolling out the
har dware and software infrastructure needed to support further
needs within an application devel opnent approach. 1In fact, as
concei ved, ADAMS "out-of-the-box" is the first major step in

i mpl enenting ADAMS as a full docunment managenent retrieva
application for all business areas and needs. According to the
anal ysis of the BDM contractor, 73% of all the functional

requi rements for ADAMS is satisfied "out-of-the-box" and woul d,
therefore, constitute a viable alternative to the ful

al ternative.

El ectronic I nformati on Exchange

The Nucl ear Information and Records Managenent Associ ation
(NIRvVA) has taken over the Electronic Information Exchange (ElE)
project with the approval of Nuclear Energy Institute (NElI). A
Web site detailing objectives and providing other informtion my
be contacted at the URL http://www fml.coni NNRMA/. NRC staff
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wi Il be coordinating activities with NIRVA as the industry
representati ve.

FO A Requests Received During the Week Endi ng January 30, 1997

Reports issued in 1991 related to Northeast Utilities Systens.
(J. Lifshitz of Abbey, Gardy & Squitieri; FO A/ PA-97-0022)

Copy of Waterford LER-50-382-88-010 and Conmanche Peak LER-50-445-
93-010. (M O Mealia; FO A/ PA-97-0023)

Copy of the contract and abstract of awardee for |aser toner.
(G Lew s; ABM Federal Sales; FO A/ PA-97-0024)

Copy of O reports related to Indian Point from 1996 through
1997. (O Wlliams; J/R A Associates; FO A/ PA-97-0025)

Copy of central file identified records related to Apollo & Parks
Township. (K G Revees of Baron & Budd; FO A/ PA-97-0027)

Listing of materials |icensees. (T. Johnson; Communi cati on
Sciences Institute; FO A/ PA-97-0028)
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O fice of Personne
ltens of |nterest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Organi zati onal Devel opnment _and Training (ODT) Staff Menber
Att ends Human Resour ce Devel opnent Council Policy and Leqi sl ation

Subcomm ttee Meeti ng

On January 28, 1997, Lillian VanSanten, ODT staff nenber,
attended a Human Resources Devel opnent Council Policy and
Legi sl ati on Subcommittee neeting at the Departnent of Labor in
Washi ngton, DC. Itens for discussion included final rule 5CFR
412, Executive, Managenent, and Supervisory Devel opnent; OPM
gui dance on PL 104-208, which prohibits inappropriate training;
the proposed rule on 5CFR 334, Intergovernnental Personnel Act
Mobility Program and final rule 5 CFR 410, Trali ning.

Arrivals

ADAMS, St even REACTOR ENGQ NEER ( PFT)

gkILEY, St ewart PRQIECT MANAGER ( PFT)

gEﬁANTE, Ant hony CHI EF | NFORVATI ON OFFI CER ( PFT)
IC—:||AgRI S, Gary SR RESI DENT | NSPECTOR ( PFT)
(F\;?:QI John REACTOR ENGQ NEER ( PFT)

ELKCNAN, Lance HEALTH PHYSI Cl ST ( PFT)

SFEH, Dani el RESI DENT | NSPECTOR ( PFT)

'ﬁ :\ISLEY, Rober t HYDROGECOLOG ST ( PFT)

NVSS

Retirenents

MEJAC, Mary TECH WRI TER EDI TOR ( PFT)

ISEI\EAI S, Thenis DEP DI R FOR RESEARCH ( PFT)

5\F Ecox, Larry SR COVMUNI CATI ONS SPEC ( PFT)

I\(g': I\NAGST, Thonas PERSONNEL STAFFI NG SPEC ( RECRUI T) ( PFT)

Depart ures

LAKE, Tisha AUDI TS ASSI STANT ( OPFT)
aG
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STAMBAUGH, JoAnne HEALTH PHYSI CI ST ( OPFT)
R

VANDERNI ET, C ark SR RESI DENT | NSPECTOR ( PFT)
RITI
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Ofice of Small Business & Civil Rights
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Cel ebration

The O fice of Small Business and Civil Rights sponsored a program
on January 29, 1997 conmmenorating the birthday of Dr. Martin

Lut her King, Jr. The program featured a presentation by Dr.
Dennis P. Kinbro, Director of the Center for Entrepreneurshinp,
Clark Atlanta University. Dr. Kinbro is a renowned aut hor,

| ecturer, and business consultant. H s presentation was a
takeoff fromhis |atest book, "What Makes the G eat CREAT."
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Ofice of Public Affairs
ltenms of |nterest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Medi a | nt erest

Headquarters and Regional public affairs officers received a high
vol une of nedia calls regarding the Conmi ssion’s "watch |ist”
meeting and the neeting with Northeast Utilities.

Several reporters attended the exit neeting for the design
I nspection at Three Mle Island.

Five reporters and about 80 nenbers of the public attended the
deconmi ssi oni ng neeting regarding the Saxton, PA, nuclear
experinental reactor.

A nunber of public citizens, television and print press attended
the Envirocare exit neeting in Utah.

Press Rel eases

Headquarters:

97-12 Note to Editors: ACRS Meeting Schedul e Change

97-13 NRC Staff Identifies Nuclear Power Plants
Warranting I ncreased Regul atory Attention

97-14 NRC Revi ses Regul ati ons on Rel ease of Patients
Adm ni st ered Byproduct WMateri al

97-15 Note to Editors -- MIIstone Meeting

Reqgi ons:

|-97-6 NRC Nanmes New Resi dent |nspector at Mai ne Yankee

Nucl ear Power Pl ant

|-97-7 NRC Staff to Meet Wth Oficials of Kennedy
Menorial Hospitals - University Medical Center to
Di scuss Apparent Violations

|-97-8 Note to Editors: Meeting wth GPU Nuclear on TM -1
| nspection
[1-97-14 NRC Staff Proposes $5,000 Fine and Termi nates

Li cense of West Virginia Conpany

[11-97-08 NRC Staff Proposes $50, 000 Fine Agai nst Northern
St at es Power Conpany For a Violation of NRC
Requirenments at Prairie Island Station
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[11-97-10 NRC Pr edeci si onal Enforcenment Conference Wth
Centerior Service Conmpany on Apparent Viol ations
of NRC Requirenents at Perry Pl ant

| V-97-07 NRC, Envirocare to Hold Open Meeting at the
Conclusion of Facility Inspection
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O fice of International Prograns
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

| AEA Vacancy Noti ces

The follow ng notices fromthe International Atom c Energy Agency
have been posted on NRC bul |l eti n boards:

P-3 Medi cal Radi ation Physi ci st
97/ 001
Research and | sot opes

P-2 Coll ection Devel opnent Librarian
97/ 002
Nucl ear Ener gy

P-5 Section Head

97/ 003
Nucl ear Ener gy
P-5 Section Head
97/ 004
Adm ni stration
P-5 Project Manager for Moddel Project INT/4/131 97/ 800

Techni cal Co-operation Programres
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Regi on |
Items of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Kennedy Menorial Hospital

On January 29, 1997, NRC Region | held a pre-deci sional
enforcenent conference with representatives of Kennedy Menoria
Hospital, to review the findings of an NRC i nspection conducted
on Cctober 31, Novenber 6, and Decenber 12, 1996. The conference
was open for public observation. Wile four of the apparent
violations were identified by the licensee prior to the

I nspection and appropriate corrective actions were taken, NRC
staff expressed concern that the |licensee m ssed opportunities to
identify and correct these violations earlier. Enforcenent
action for the apparent violations is being considered.

Washi ngt on Hospital Center

On January 31, 1997, NRC Region | held a pre-deci sional
enforcenent conference with representatives of Washi ngton
Hospital Center to review the findings of an NRC i nspection
conduct ed on Septenber 17-26, 1996, and an NRC O fice of

I nvestigations investigation conducted on Septenber 24-26, 1996.
The conference was closed to nenbers of the public. Enforcenent
action for the apparent violations is being considered.
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Regi on |
Itenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Fl ori da Power and Light Conpany - St. Lucie

Region Il managenent attended an exit neeting conducted by NRR
whi ch was

open to the public, to discuss the results of the NRC s

Archi tect/ Engi neer Team I nspection. The team confirnmed the
operational capability of the two systens reviewed, the Unit 1
auxiliary feedwater systemand the Unit 2 conponent cooling water
system The licensee, in preparation for the inspection, had
reviewed the systens and identified issues requiring corrective
action. The NRC inspection teamal so identified several issues,
but found that the systens could be relied on to perform acci dent
mtigation functions if called upon.

Sout heast Low Level WAste Conpact

The State Liaison Oficer attended a neeting hosted by the

Sout heast Low-| evel Waste Conpact Conmmi ssion in Raleigh, North
Carolina on January 30, 1997. The neeting included participation
from Waste Cenerator Industry representatives, other governnent
agenci es, outside groups, and the general public. The purpose of
the neeting was to identify financial nechanisns and to forma
task force to study these nechanisnms for the conpletion of the
North Carolina Chat haml Wake Low Level Waste Site. Currently,
there is a projected $104 mllion shortfall.

Ceorgi a Power Conpany - Hatch

On January 29, Hatch Unit 1 reported a Notification of Unusua
Event (NOUE) due to a reactor cool ant pressure boundary | eak on a
three quarter inch vent line weld in a normally non-isol abl e
portion of primary system piping. The unit had earlier been
taken off line in order to make a containnent entry to identify
the source of a | eakage trend. A weld repair was perforned and
the NOUE was exited at 7:25 a.m, on January 30. The |icensee
brought the unit to cold shutdown conditions to perform

addi tional corrective maintenance activities.

Duke Power Conpany - Cconee

Since the Unit 2 second stage reheater drain |ine rupture and
manual reactor trip in |ate Septenber 1996, all three Cconee
Units have been shut down to perform secondary piping inspections
and make necessary pi ping code and water hammer rel ated
nodi fi cations. A Managenent neeting to discuss restart readi ness
was held on January 10, 1997, after the satisfactory conpletion
of an integrated engi neered safeguards test of the COconeel/ Keowee
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energency power system The neeting was attended by the I ocal
medi a.

On January 31, Unit 2 had begun a plant heat up with restart
expected by the end of the week following repairs to insulation
and piping in containnment. The restart of Units 1 and 3 are

pl anned to follow in February.

Virginia Electric and Power Conpany - Surry Unit 1

At 1:24 a.m on January 24, a unit shutdown was initiated as
requi red by Technical Specifications due to a small non-isol abl e
steamleak on a 1 1/2" steamtrap line. A manual turbine trip
fromthe control roomdid not function because of a sticking
solenoid in the turbine trip servo nechanismcircuitry. The
turbine was locally tripped. Immediately after the trip, the
source range instrunent N32 failed with the other source range
nmonitor N31 failing a few mnutes |ater.

The unit was maintained in the hot shutdown condition with

shut down nmargin being verified every 12 hours and additi onal
measures to assure no i nadvertent positive reactivity addition.
Excore gamma detectors (Ganmanetrics) were being used to nonitor
core reactivity. Virginia Electric and Power Conpany mai ntenance
per sonnel brought in a Westinghouse technical representative to
assi st in troubl eshooting the cause of the failed nucl ear

I nstrunent s.
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Region 111
Itenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

Poi nt Beach Nucl ear Power Station-Operational Safety Team Exit
and Meeti ng

On January 31, 1997, the Operational Safety Team held an exit
meeting with Wsconsin Electric Power Conpany at the Point Beach
Nucl ear Station, Two Rivers, Wsconsin, to discuss the findings
of its review of operational and engi neering issues. Areas of
concern di scussed by the teamincluded |ack of rigor in the
conduct of operations, |ack of conservative decision naking,

I nadequat e corrective action and weak engi neering support to
operations. The team conducted the inspection Decenber 2 to
January 31 at the plant site and the utility s corporate

engi neering offices in MI|waukee, Wsconsin. The inspection was
schedul ed to provide a broad review of plant activities foll ow ng
problenms in 1996 with control room operations and with the

equi pnent testing program

Following the teamexit, a nmeeting was hel d between managenent
representatives fromWsconsin Electric Power Conpany and nenbers
of the NRC staff to discuss the status of the utility's
performance i nprovenent initiatives. The neeting also focused on
I ssues to be resolved prior to restarting Unit 2 follow ng

conpl etion of the current refueling and steam gener at or

repl acenent outage. Unit 2 has been shut down since Cctober of

| ast year.

Managenent Change Announced for Fern Nucl ear Power Pl ant

On January 31, Detroit Edi son Conpany announced that begi nning
March 1, 1997, Paul J. Borer, currently a division director for
the Institute of Nucl ear Power Operations (INPO, w Il becone
Vice President of Nuclear Ceneration at Ferm 2 Nucl ear Power
Plant. He is on loan to the utility fromINPO for a period of
one to two years. In his position at the plant, Borer wl|
report to Douglas G pson, Senior Vice President of Nucl ear
CGeneration. Wayne Ronberg, Assistant Vice President and Manager
Techni cal, and Paul Fessler, Plant Manager, will report to Borer.

Managenent Changes Announced for Commobnweal th Edi son Conpany

On January 30, 1997, Commonweal t h Edi son Conpany announced
several managenent changes: Robert J. Manni ng has been pronoted
to Executive Vice President; Frank M C ark has been pronoted to
Vice President; Cordell Reed, Senior Vice President has retired,;
and Robert A Paul, Vice President, has left the utility.
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Anmong those reporting to Chairman Janmes O Connor under a new
organi zational structure will be Vice President Leo Miullin,
Presi dent Sanuel Skinner, and Executive Vice President for
Nucl ear Operati ons Thomas Mai man.

Managenent ©Meeting with Commpbnweal th Edi son Conpany- Br ai dwood
Nucl ear Power Station

On January 27, 1997, a neeting was conducted in the Region |11

O fice between managenent representatives from Conmonweal t h

Edi son Conpany and nenbers of the NRC staff to discuss an event
at the Brai dwood Nucl ear Power Station. The neeting discussion
focused on an unpl anned openi ng of the pressurizer power operated
relief valve during a cooldown of Unit 1 reactor on Cctober 12,
1996.

Managenent Meeting with Commonweal th Edi son Conpany- Dr esden

Nucl ear Power Station

On January 31, 1997, a neeting was conducted in the Region II1
O fice between managenent representatives from Conmonweal t h

Edi son Conpany and nenbers of the NRC staff. The neeting

di scussion focused on ConkEd’s progress in conpleting the actions
outlined in the Novenber 21, 1996, Confirmatory Action Letter
(CAL). The CAL docunented NRC s concerns with Dresden Nucl ear
Power Station’s control of calculations and with the overall
performance of site and corporate engineering activities.
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O fice of Congressional Affairs
I[tenms of Interest
Week Endi ng January 31, 1997

CONGRESSI ONAL HEARI NG SCHEDULE, No. 3

OCA DATE
ASSI G\- & TI VE W TNESS SUBJECT COW TTEE
VENT PLACE
T ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Conbs 02/ 05/ 97 9: 30 | DOE, NWIRB, S. 104, Nucl ear \Waste Senat or s Mur kowski / Bunper s
366 DSOB PSCs, NIRS, VA | Policy Act Energy & Natural Resources
Power
Madden 02/12/97 | TBA Vot e Nom nati on of Federico | Senators Murkowski/Bunpers
366 DSOB Pena as DOE Secretary Energy & Natural Resources
Keel i ng 02/ 12/ 97 9:30 | TBA Nucl ear Deterrence Senat or s Cochr an/ Li eber man
342 DSOB Pol i cy Intl Security, Proliferation &
Federal Services
Governnental Affairs
Ger ke Late Feb | TBA TBA Wor kshop on Electricity | Senators Mirkowski / Bunpers
Der egul ati on Energy & Natural Resources
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