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Agenda
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Meeting Logistics
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 Meeting Type: Information Meeting

 Comments must be submitted in writing. We will not be accepting 
comments on the proposed rule during this meeting

 Participants are in listen-only mode until the designated question and 
answer period

 Please follow meeting participation guidelines

 No regulatory decisions will be made at today’s meeting



Purpose
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The purpose of today's meeting is to inform the public about Executive Order (EO) 14300 
proposed rule: "Modernizing Reactor Licensing, Safety Oversight, and Siting Practices."

This meeting is Part 3 of a three-part series. Today's discussion will focus on proposed 
changes related to:

• Extending license or permit durations
• Operational efficiencies in Part 52
• Part 54 enhancements
• Emergency preparedness changes
• Decommissioning trust fund updates



Modernizing Reactor Licensing, Safety 
Oversight, and Siting Practices
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NRC Mission Statement
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The NRC protects public health and safety and advances the nation’s common 
defense and security by enabling the safe and secure use and deployment of 
civilian nuclear energy technologies and radioactive materials through 
efficient and reliable licensing, oversight, and regulation for the benefit of 
society and the environment. 



Structured Approach to Rule Development
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Modernizing Reactor Licensing, Safety 
Oversight, and Siting Practices: Part 3 of 3
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Extend License or Permit Durations

Affected 10 CFR Parts: 2, 50, 51, 52, 54
Overview:
 Revises Early Site Permits (ESPs) to eliminate expiration dates and renewal requirements
 Extends Manufacturing License (ML) duration to 40 years, consistent with approved designs
 Extends the license renewal term for operating nuclear power plants from 20 to 40 years

FRN Questions: 
What other changes may increase the usability of an ESP?
 For a COL that references an ESP, issue finality is limited to 20 years. How could Part 51 be 

clarified to provide equivalent finality for environmental issues?
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Part 52 Enhancements – Optional Submittal of 
Operational Programs

Affected 10 CFR Parts: 52
Overview:
 Provides flexibility for a developer to voluntarily submit for NRC review operational programs with ML 

applications
 CP/OL and COL applicants could reference the standardized programs approved in the ML, use their own 

approved programs, or use a combination of both
 Review and approval, as appropriate, of these programs with an ML would support streamlined CP/OL 

and COL reviews

FRN Questions:
 For voluntary submittals of operational programs, should the NRC consider similar changes for design 

certifications? 
 How should change control be accounted for as part of certifying the design?
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Part 54 Enhancements – Nuclear Power Plant License Renewal 

Affected 10 CFR Parts: 54
Overview:
 Applicants can propose alternative risk-informed and performance-based criteria in their 

approach to managing the effects of aging of plant structures and components
 Prescriptive requirements for the application content and post-approval recordkeeping were 

reduced

FRN Questions:
 How should the NRC structure its safety guidance to best support applications for operation 

beyond 80 years?
 How should the NRC revise the conditions of the renewed operating license to most effectively 

facilitate plant implementation of the renewal requirements?
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Emergency Preparedness (EP) Changes

Affected 10 CFR Parts: 50, 52, 53
Overview:
 Provides flexibility for all applicants and licensees to use performance-based EP regulations
 Streamlines application submission requirements, EP program reviews, evacuation time estimate 

updates, and time restrictions on pre-operational exercises
 Provides certainty for emergency planning zone (EPZ) determinations for certain low-risk facilities
 Simplifies the emergency plan change process for changes that are not risk-significant

FRN Questions: The NRC is seeking input on potential updates to emergency preparedness requirements, 
including the benefits and challenges of modifying exercise frequency, how to ensure onsite and offsite 
emergency response organizations maintain proficiency, and how such changes could affect exercise planning 
and performance. The NRC is also requesting feedback on whether additional design factors or site 
characteristics should inform emergency planning zone (EPZ) determinations 
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Decommissioning Financial Assurance Flexibilities for 
New Reactor Applicants

Affected 10 CFR Parts: 50.75, 53.1010, 53.1020, 53.1040, 53.1050
Overview:
More broadly accommodate variances in decommissioning financial 

assurance amounts for new reactor technologies.
 Allows option for certain new reactor applicants and licensees to submit a 

design-specific decommissioning cost estimate.

No FRN Questions
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Submitting Comments

• NRC will consider information and perspectives discussed today, 
but comments must be submitted in writing through the methods 
described in the Federal Register notice to receive formal 
consideration in the rulemaking.

• Federal Rulemaking Website: Go to https://www.regulations.gov 
and search for Docket ID NRC-2025-0975.

https://www.regulations.gov/
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Timeline/Dates
• Proposed rule published in the Federal Register on July 16, 2026 

(91 FR 44560)
• 46-day public comment period ends on August 31, 2026

• NRC will consider public comments submitted under Docket ID     
NRC-2025-0975.

• Estimated date to publish final rule in the Federal Register: 
December 2026 (NRC Planned Rulemaking Activities) 

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/rulemaking-ruleforum/active/ruledetails?id=2237


Questions
and

Comments
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Participation Guidelines

 Hoping to hear from as many participants as possible 

 Listen-only mode unless acknowledged to speak

 Maintain a cordial and professional environment

 No regulatory decisions will be made

1.5 mins
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Virtual Participation 
1) Raise your virtual hand to indicate your desire to be recognized

− Teams: Use the “Raise my Hand” button
− Phone: Press “*5”

2) Wait for the facilitator to acknowledge your turn to speak

3)  Unmute yourself
− Teams: Use the “unmute/mic” button
− Phone: Press “*6”
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Virtual Participation Alternative 
1) Provide questions using the “Q&A” feature:

2) We will get to as many questions as we are able

3) Because of limitations involving Teams, certain participants may only be able to provide their 
questions using the Q&A feature. We apologize for this unavoidable limitation.
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Meeting Feedback
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Closing Remarks
• Submit comments on https://www.regulations.gov and search for 

Docket ID NRC-2025-0975.
• Proposed Rule published on July 16, 2026 (91 FR 44560)
• 46-day public comment period ends on August 31, 2026

https://www.regulations.gov/
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Thank you for joining us today
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