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Good morning, Christine and Beau. 

You may use this email as confirmation that BLM authorizes NRC to act as lead federal agency for this
Crownpoint uranium undertaking.

BLM requests to be retained as a consulting party that will be invited to consultation meetings, as well as
receive draft review reports on which BLM will have the ability to comment.

Thank you and have a great week.

Michael Merritt
Archaeologist
BLM Rio Puerco Field Office
100 Sun Avenue NE, Unit 330
Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 761-8711 (Office)
(505) 470-3110 (Mobile)
mmerritt@blm.gov

From: Beau Goldstein <Beau.Goldstein@nrc.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 9:24 AM
To: Merritt, Michael B <mmerritt@blm.gov>; Christine L Pineda <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov>
Cc: Caire, Matthew S <mcaire@blm.gov>
Subject: RE: Re: [EXTERNAL] Section 106 for NuFuels, Inc., Crownpoint Uranium Project
 
Thank you for providing that information.
 
NRC would ask that if that’s the case, BLM specifically designate NRC as lead pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(a)(2).
 
Cheers,
 
Beau J. Goldstein, RPA
Environmental Project Manager
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards

 
From: Merritt, Michael B <mmerritt@blm.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:33 AM
To: Christine L Pineda <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov>
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Cc: Beau Goldstein <Beau.Goldstein@nrc.gov>; Caire, Matthew S <mcaire@blm.gov>
Subject: [External_Sender] Re: [EXTERNAL] Section 106 for NuFuels, Inc., Crownpoint Uranium Project

Hi, Christine.

In my view this is an NRC project so if NRC wants to act as lead federal agency responsible for Sec. 106, then
that seems correct to me.

Even though Rio Puerco will be assisting Farmington with this project, because it does fall within their
management jurisdiction, just so everyone is on the same page from the beginning, let me confirm their
concurrence again and I'll get back to you soon.

Michael Merritt
Archaeologist
BLM Rio Puerco Field Office
100 Sun Avenue NE, Unit 330
Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 761-8711 (Office)
(505) 470-3110 (Mobile)
mmerritt@blm.gov

From: Christine L Pineda <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 6:23 AM
To: Merritt, Michael B <mmerritt@blm.gov>
Cc: Beau Goldstein <Beau.Goldstein@nrc.gov>; Caire, Matthew S <mcaire@blm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Section 106 for NuFuels, Inc., Crownpoint Uranium Project

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening
attachments, or responding.  

Hello Michael,

Just checking in regarding Section 106 for this project:  Is the BLM Rio Puerco field office, perhaps in
coordination with the Farmington field office, going to send the NRC a letter regarding lead agency designation
for Section 106?

Thank you,
Christine
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