
June 24, 2026

EAF-RIV-2026-0060

David Oertling, Site Vice President
Entergy Operations, Inc.
17265 River Road
Killona, LA 70057

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION FOR WATERFORD STEAM 
ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 3 (EPID L-2026-LLD-0004)

Dear David Oertling:

By letter (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS] Accession No. 
ML26173A148) dated June 22, 2026, Entergy Operations, Inc. (Entergy) requested that the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) exercise discretion to not enforce compliance with the 
actions required in Waterford Steam Electric Station (Waterford 3) Technical Specification (TS) 
Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.7.4, “Ultimate Heat Sink,” action statement C, due to a 
tornado watch being in effect with the B train of the ultimate heat Sink (UHS) inoperable. The 
letter documented information previously discussed with the NRC in a telephone conference on 
June 18, 2026, at 00:48 a.m. Central Daylight Time (CDT). The principal NRC staff members 
who participated in that telephone conference are listed in the Enclosure. 

Entergy stated that on June 17, 2026, at 11:24 p.m. CDT that Waterford 3 was not sure they 
could complete the repairs within TS LCO 3.7.4, “Ultimate Heat Sink,” action statement C, which 
requires, with one train of UHS inoperable and a tornado watch in effect, that the operability of 
the affected UHS train to be restored within 1 hour or be in at least Hot Standby within the 
following 6 hours and in Hot Shutdown within the following 6 hours. Entergy requested that a 
Notice of Enforcement Discretion (NOED) be granted pursuant to the NRC’s policy regarding 
exercise of discretion for an operating power reactor, set out in Section 3.8 of the NRC 
Enforcement Policy and the NRC Enforcement Manual, Appendix F, “Notices of Enforcement 
Discretion,” and be effective for an additional 24 hours past the LCO 3.7.4 action statement C 
expiration date or until 11:24 p.m. CDT on June 18, 2026. The NRC orally granted this request 
at 1:10 a.m. on June 18, 2026. The NRC staff determined that the information contained in your 
letter requesting the NOED was consistent with your oral request.
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The NRC first became aware of the potential for this NOED request on June 17, 2026, at 
approximately 9:37 p.m. CDT through communications with the NRC senior resident inspector 
stationed at Waterford 3 and the branch chief. On June 17, 2026, at 11:56 a.m. CDT, 
Waterford 3 declared essential chiller loop B inoperable per TS 3.7.12, “Essential Services 
Chilled Water System” due to an emergent issue. Consequently, the B train of the UHS was 
declared inoperable per TS 3.7.4, “Ultimate Heat Sink,” due to cascading TS. TS LCO 3.7.4 
action statement C was entered at 10:24 p.m. CDT due to a tornado watch being in effect, 
which requires operability of the UHS be restored within 1 hour while a tornado watch is in effect 
or be in Hot Standby within the next 6 hours. Waterford 3 determined that the required repair 
activities of essential chiller loop B would exceed the remaining time available, and that there 
was insufficient time to pursue a license amendment before the end of the allowed outage time. 
Waterford 3’s plan for the repair of the essential services chilled water loop B, and to restore 
operability of the UHS due to cascading TS, could be implemented by 5:00 a.m. CDT on June 
18, 2026. Therefore, Entergy requested enforcement discretion to extend the completion time 
for TS LCO 3.7.4 action statement C by 24 hours to allow sufficient time to restore essential 
service chilled water loop B (and any unanticipated delays in the execution of the repair plan 
and post-maintenance, and consequently the UHS, to operable status without performing a 
shutdown).

The NRC reviewed the information provided during the conference call on June 18, 2026, and 
the letter dated June 22, 2026, following the guidance in the NRC Enforcement Manual, 
Appendix F. The NRC staff evaluated the information against the criteria contained in Section 
2.5 of that appendix and concluded that Entergy had adequately addressed the criteria.

Based on the NRC staff’s evaluation of the licensee’s request, we determined that granting this 
NOED was consistent with the NRC’s Enforcement Policy and staff guidance. The NOED 
request met the criteria specified in NRC’s Enforcement Manual, Appendix F, “Notices of 
Enforcement Discretion,” Sections 2.2 and 2.5. The NRC determined that it was appropriate to 
exercise discretion to avoid an unnecessary shutdown of a reactor without a corresponding 
health and safety benefit. Therefore, it is our intention to exercise discretion to not enforce 
compliance with the actions required in TS LCO 3.7.4, “Ultimate Heat Sink,” action statement C, 
for the period from 11:24 p.m. CDT on June 17, 2026, until 11:24 p.m. CDT on June 18, 2026.

As stated in the NRC Enforcement Policy, enforcement action may be taken to the extent that 
violations were involved for the root cause that led to the noncompliance for which this NOED 
was necessary.
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This letter and its enclosure will be made available for public inspection and copying at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html and at the NRC Public Document Room in 
accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations 2.390, “Public Inspections, 
Exemptions, Requests for Withholding.”

Sincerely,

John D. Monninger, Regional Administrator
Office of the Chief Nuclear Reactor Inspector
Region IV

Docket No. 05000382 
License No. NPF-38

Enclosure: 
List of Key NRC Personnel

cc w/encl: GovDelivery Subscriber

Signed by Monninger, John
 on 06/24/26
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NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION FOR WATERFORD STEAM ELECTRIC 
STATION, UNIT 3 (EPID L-2026-LLD-0004) – DATED JUNE 24, 2026

DISTRIBUTION:
JMonninger, ORA
GWarnick, DRP
PVossmar, DRS
JJosey, DRS
DCylkowski, RC
EStamm, RIV/OEDO
TSmith, ORA
LWilkins, OCA
TEdwards, NRR
AMoreno, RIV/OCA
RAlexander, RSLO
JDixon, DRP
ASanchez, DRP
KChambliss, DRP
KCook-Smith, DRP
AElam, DRP
R4-DORS-IPAT
R4Enforcement

ADAMS ACCESSION NUMBER: PACKAGE NUMBER E-CONCURRENCE CASE:
ML26174A409 ML26175A007 20260623-90014 
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