framatome

April 17, 2026
NRC:26:011

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852

Request for Review and Approval of ANP-10359P, Revision 0, “PROtect: Incorporation of
Chromium-Coated M5 Cladding Material Properties in Framatome PWR Methods”

Framatome Inc. (Framatome) requests NRC review and approval of Topical Report
ANP-10359P, Revision 0, “PROtect: Incorporation of Chromium-Coated M5 Cladding Material
Properties in Framatome PWR Methods” for referencing in licensing actions. Framatome has
developed PROtect cladding in response to the industry effort to develop and introduce
Accident Tolerant Fuel (ATF) for use at increased exposure and increased enrichment above 5
wt% UO2.

Framatome respectfully requests that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission complete its
review of this topical report within nine months of docketing. This topical report supports the
deployment of ATF technologies intended to enhance the safety and resilience of commercial
nuclear fuel. The scope of the submittal is limited and builds upon previously approved
methodologies and licensing bases, identifying limited areas of additional consideration, and
providing the technical bases to support these areas. The topical report has been organized to
align with existing Staff guidance and is structured to facilitate the Staff’s safety evaluation.
Framatome will support the staff review through timely responses to requests for additional
information and availability for technical discussions as needed.

Framatome considers some of the material contained in the enclosed document to be
proprietary. As required by 10 CFR 2.390(b), an affidavit is enclosed to support withholding the
information from public disclosure. Proprietary and non-proprietary versions of the report are
enclosed.

There are no commitments within this letter or its enclosures.
If you have any questions related to this information, please contact Mr. Alan Meginnis,

Licensing Manager, by telephone at (509) 375-8266, or by e-mail at
alan.meginnis@framatome.com.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by
ELLIOTT  &lior caye

Date: 2026.04.17
Gayle 153239 0400
Gayle Elliott, Director
Licensing & Regulatory Affairs
Framatome Inc.

Framatome Inc.

3315 Old Forest Road
Lynchburg, VA 24501
Tel: (434) 832-3000

www.framatome.com
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cc: Ngola Otto
Project 728
Docket 99902041

Attachments:
1. ANP-10359P, Revision 0 (PROPRIETARY)
2. ANP-10359NP, Revision 0 (NON-PROPRIETARY)
3. Affidavit



