
 

 
 

 

April 30, 2026 
 
 
Ms. Jamie M. Coleman 
Regulatory Affairs Director 
Southern Nuclear Operating Co., Inc. 
3535 Colonnade Parkway, N 274.EC 
Birmingham, AL  35243 
 
SUBJECT: EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NOS. 1 AND 2 - ISSUANCE OF 

AMENDMENT NOS. 331 AND 276 TO REVISE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
TO ADOPT TSTF-576, “REVISE SAFETY/RELIEF VALVE REQUIREMENTS” 
(EPID L-2025-LLA-0190) 

 
Dear Ms. Coleman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC, the Commission) has issued the enclosed 
Amendment No. 331 to Renewed Facility Operating License No. DPR-57 and Amendment 
No. 276 to Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-5 for the Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant 
(Hatch), Unit Nos. 1 and 2, respectively, in response to the application dated December 5, 2025.  
 
The amendments revise Hatch Technical Specification (TS) to adopt Technical Specifications 
Task Force (TSTF) Traveler TSTF-576, “Revise Safety/Relief Valve Requirements.” Specifically, 
the proposed change revises the safety/relief valve TS to align overpressure protection 
requirements with safety limits and regulations. 
 
A copy of the related safety evaluation is also enclosed. Notice of Issuance will be included in 
the Commission’s monthly Federal Register notice. 
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If you have any questions, please contact me at dawnmathews.kalathiveettil@nrc.gov or 
301-415-5905. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Dawnmathews T. Kalathiveettil, Project Manager 
Plant Licensing Branch II-1 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
Docket Nos. 50-321 and 50-366 
 
Enclosures: 
1. Amendment No. 331 to DPR-57 
2. Amendment No. 276 to NPF-5 
3. Safety Evaluation 
 
cc: Listserv 
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SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC. 
 

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY 
 

OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION 
 

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHORITY OF GEORGIA 
 

CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA 
 

DOCKET NO. 50-321 
 

EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NO. 1 
 

AMENDMENT TO RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE 
 

Amendment No. 331 
Renewed License No. DPR-57 

 
1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 
 

A. The application for amendment to the Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant, Unit No. 1 
(the facility) Renewed Facility Operating License No. DPR-57 filed by Southern 
Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. (the licensee), acting for itself, Georgia Power 
Company, Oglethorpe Power Corporation, Municipal Electric Authority of 
Georgia, and City of Dalton, Georgia (the owners), dated December 5, 2025, 
complies with the standards and requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (the Act), and the Commission’s rules and regulations set forth in 
10 CFR Chapter I; 

 
B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the provisions of the 

Act, and the rules and regulations of the Commission; 
 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by this 
amendment can be conducted without endangering the health and safety of the 
public, and (ii) that such activities will be conducted in compliance with the 
Commission’s regulations; 

 
D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and 

security or to the health and safety of the public; and 
 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 of the  
Commission’s regulations, and all applicable requirements have been satisfied. 

 



- 2 - 

 

2. Accordingly, paragraph 2.C.(2) of Renewed Facility Operating License No. DPR-57 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
  (2) Technical Specifications 

 
The Technical Specifications (Appendix A) and the Environmental 
Protection Plan (Appendix B), as revised through Amendment 
No. 331, are hereby incorporated in the renewed license. 
Southern Nuclear shall operate the facility in accordance with the 
Technical Specifications and the Environmental Protection Plan. 
 
The Surveillance Requirement (SR) contained in the Technical 
Specifications and listed below, is not required to be performed 
immediately upon implementation of Amendment No. 195. The SR 
listed below shall be successfully demonstrated before the time 
and condition specified: 
 

SR 3.8.1.18 shall be successfully demonstrated at its next 
regularly scheduled performance. 

 
3. This license amendment is effective as of the date of issuance and shall be implemented 

within 90 days of issuance. 
 

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
Michael Markley, Chief 
Plant Licensing Branch II-1 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
Attachment: 
Changes to Renewed Facility  
Operating License No. DPR-57 and 
the Technical Specifications 
 
Date of Issuance: April 30, 2026 
 



 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 331 

EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NO. 1 

RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-57 
 

DOCKET NO. 50-321 
 
 
Replace the following page of the Renewed Facility Operating License with the attached revised 
page. The revised page is identified by amendment number and contains a marginal line 
indicating the area of change. 
 

Remove   Insert 
    4    4 
 
 
Replace the following page of the Appendix A Technical Specifications with the attached revised 
page. The revised page is identified by amendment number and contains marginal lines 
indicating the areas of change. 
 
    Remove   Insert 
    3.4-5    3.4-5 
                                               3.4-6    3.4-6 
    5.0-21    5.0-21 
 

 



Renewed License No. DPR-57 
Amendment No. 331 

- 4 -

for sample analysis or instrument calibration, or associated 
with radioactive apparatus or components 

(6) Southern Nuclear, pursuant to the Act and 10 CFR Parts 30
and 70, to possess, but not separate, such byproduct and
special nuclear materials as may be produced by the
operation of the facility.

(C) This renewed license shall be deemed to contain, and is subject to, the conditions
specified in the following Commission regulations in 10 CFR Chapter I: Part 20,
Section 30.34 of Part 30, Section 40.41 of Part 40, Section 50.54 of Part 50, and
Section 70.32 of Part 70; all applicable provisions of the Act and the rules,
regulations, and orders of the Commission now or hereafter in effect; and the
additional conditions specified or incorporated below:

(1) Maximum Power Level

Southern Nuclear is authorized to operate the facility at steady-state 
reactor core power levels not in excess of 2,804 megawatts thermal. 

(2) Technical Specifications

The Technical Specifications (Appendix A) and the Environmental 
Protection Plan (Appendix B), as revised through Amendment No. 331, 
are hereby incorporated in the renewed license. Southern Nuclear shall 
operate the facility in accordance with the Technical Specifications and the 
Environmental Protection Plan.

The Surveillance Requirement (SR) contained in the Technical 
Specifications and listed below, is not required to be performed 
immediately upon implementation of Amendment No. 195. The SR listed 
below shall be successfully demonstrated before the time and condition 
specified:

SR 3.8.1.18 shall be successfully demonstrated at its next 
regularly scheduled performance. 

(3) Fire Protection

Southern Nuclear Operating Company shall implement and maintain in
effect all provisions of the approved fire protection program that comply
with 10 CFR 50.48(a) and 10 CFR 50.48(c), as specified in the licensee
amendment request dated April 4, 2018, supplemented by letters dated
May 28, August 9, October 7, and December 13, 2019, and February 5,
and March 13, 2020, and as approved in the NRC safety evaluation (SE)
dated June 11, 2020. Except where NRC approval for changes or
deviations is required by 10 CFR 50.48(c), and provided no other
regulation, technical specification, license condition or requirement would
require prior NRC approval, the licensee may make changes to the fire
protection program without prior approval of the Commission if those
changes satisfy the provisions set forth in 10 CFR 50.48(a) and 10 CFR
50.48(c), the change does not require a change to a technical
specification or a license condition, and the criteria listed below are
satisfied.



OPS 
3.4.3 

 
 

HATCH UNIT 1 3.4-5 Amendment No. 331 

3.4 REACTOR COOLANT SYSTEM (RCS) 
 
3.4.3 Overpressure Protection System (OPS) 
 
 
LCO  3.4.3 The OPS shall be OPERABLE. 
 
 
APPLICABILITY: MODES 1, 2, and 3. 
 
 
ACTIONS 

CONDITION REQUIRED ACTION COMPLETION TIME 

 
A. OPS inoperable. 

 
A.1 Be in MODE 3. 
 
AND 
 
A.2 Be in MODE 4. 
 

 
12 hours 
 
 
 
36 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



OPS 
3.4.3 

 
 

HATCH UNIT 1 3.4-6 Amendment No. 331 

SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS 

SURVEILLANCE FREQUENCY 

 
SR  3.4.3.1 Verify the as-left OPS lift pressures of the required 

safety/relief valves (S/RVs) are within ± 1% of the 
nominal setpoint: 

 
  Nominal 
 Number of Setpoint 
 OPS S/RVs (psig) 
 
 10 1160 
 

 
In accordance with 
the INSERVICE 
TESTING 
PROGRAM  

 
SR  3.4.3.2 Verify the as-found OPS lift pressures of the 

required S/RVs are within the limits specified in the 
COLR. 

 

 
In accordance with 
the INSERVICE 
TESTING 
PROGRAM 
 

 

 



Reporting Requirements 
5.6 

 
 

HATCH UNIT 1 5.0-21 Amendment No. 331     

5.6  Reporting Requirements 
 
 
5.6.2 Annual Radiological Environmental Operating Report  (continued) 
 
 format of the table in the Radiological Assessment Branch Technical Position, 

Revision 1, November 1979.  In the event that some individual results are not 
available for inclusion with the report, the report shall be submitted noting and 
explaining the reasons for the missing results.  The missing data shall be 
submitted in a supplementary report as soon as possible. 

 
5.6.3 Radioactive Effluent Release Report 
 
 ----------------------------------------------NOTE------------------------------------------------------ 
 A single submittal may be made for a multiple unit station.  The submittal should 

combine sections common to all units at the station; however, for units with 
separate radwaste systems, the submittal shall specify the releases of radioactive 
material from each unit. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 The Radioactive Effluent Release Report covering the operation of the unit shall 

be submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.36a.  The report shall include a 
summary of the quantities of radioactive liquid and gaseous effluents and solid 
waste released from the unit.  The material provided shall be consistent with the 
objectives outlined in the ODCM and the Process Control Program and in 
conformance with 10 CFR 50.36a and 10 CFR 50, Appendix I, Section IV.B.1. 

 
5.6.4 Deleted.  
 
 
 
5.6.5 CORE OPERATING LIMITS REPORT (COLR) 
 
 a. Core operating limits shall be established prior to each reload cycle, or 

prior to any remaining portion of a reload cycle, and shall be documented 
in the COLR for the following: 

 
  1) The Average Planar Linear Heat Generation Rate for 

Specification 3.2.1. 
 

2) The Minimum Critical Power Ratio (MCPR) for Specification 3.2.2 
and the MCPR99.9% value used to calculate the Specification 3.2.2 
MCPR. 

 
3) The Linear Heat Generation Rate for Specification 3.2.3. 

 
4) The as-found Overpressure Protection System Lift Pressures for 

Specification 3.4.3. 
 
 

(continued)
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SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC. 
 

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY 
 

OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION 
 

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHORITY OF GEORGIA 
 

CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA 
 

DOCKET NO. 50-366 
 

EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NO. 2 
 

AMENDMENT TO RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE 
 

Amendment No. 276 
Renewed License No. NPF-5 

 
1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 
 

A. The application for amendment to the Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant, Unit No. 2 
(the facility) Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-5 filed by Southern 
Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. (the licensee), acting for itself, Georgia Power 
Company, Oglethorpe Power Corporation, Municipal Electric Authority of 
Georgia, and City of Dalton, Georgia (the owners), dated December 5, 2025, 
complies with the standards and requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (the Act), and the Commission’s rules and regulations set forth in 
10 CFR Chapter I; 

 
B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the provisions of the 

Act, and the rules and regulations of the Commission; 
 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by this 
amendment can be conducted without endangering the health and safety of the 
public, and (ii) that such activities will be conducted in compliance with the 
Commission’s regulations; 

 
D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and 

security or to the health and safety of the public; and  
 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 of the  
Commission’s regulations, and all applicable requirements have been satisfied. 
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2. Accordingly, paragraph 2.C.(2) of Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-5 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

 
  (2) Technical Specifications 

 
The Technical Specifications (Appendix A) and the Environmental 
Protection Plan (Appendix B), as revised through Amendment 
No. 276, are hereby incorporated in the renewed license. 
Southern Nuclear shall operate the facility in accordance with the 
Technical Specifications and the Environmental Protection Plan. 
 

3. This license amendment is effective as of the date of issuance and shall be implemented 
within 90 days of issuance. 

 
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
Michael Markley, Chief 
Plant Licensing Branch II-1 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
Attachment: 
Changes to Renewed Facility  
Operating License No. NPF-5 and 
the Technical Specifications 
 
Date of Issuance: April 30, 2026 
 



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 276 

EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NO. 2 

RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-5 
 

DOCKET NO. 50-366 
 
 
Replace the following page of the Renewed Facility Operating License with the attached revised 
page. The revised page is identified by amendment number and contains a marginal line 
indicating the area of change. 
 

Remove   Insert 
    4    4 
 
 
Replace the following page of the Appendix A Technical Specifications with the attached revised 
page. The revised page is identified by amendment number and contains marginal lines 
indicating the areas of change. 
 
    Remove   Insert 
    3.4-5    3.4-5 
    3.4-6    3.4-6 
                                               5.0-21                                5.0-21
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(6) Southern Nuclear, pursuant to the Act and 10 CFR Parts 30 and 70, to 
possess, but not separate, such byproduct and special nuclear materials 
as may be produced by the operation of the facility. 

(C) This renewed license shall be deemed to contain, and is subject to, the conditions 
specified in the following Commission regulations in 10 CFR Chapter I: Part 20, 
Section 30.34 of Part 30, Section 40.41 of Part 40, Section 50.54 of Part 50, and 
Section 70.32 of Part 70; all applicable provisions of the Act and the rules, 
regulations, and orders of the Commission now or hereafter in effect; and the 
additional conditions2 specified or incorporated below: 

(1) Maximum Power Level 
 

Southern Nuclear is authorized to operate the facility at steady sate 
reactor core power levels not in excess of 2,804 megawatts thermal, in 
accordance with the conditions specified herein. 

 
(2) Technical Specifications 

The Technical Specifications (Appendix A) and the Environmental Protection 
Plan (Appendix B); as revised through Amendment No. 276 are hereby 
incorporated in the renewed license. Southern Nuclear shall operate the 
facility in accordance with the Technical Specifications and the 
Environmental Protection Plan. 

 
(3) Additional Conditions 

 
The matters specified in the following conditions shall be completed to the 
satisfaction of the Commission within the stated time periods following the 
issuance of the renewed license or within the operational restrictions 
indicated. The removal of these conditions shall be made by an amendment 
to the license supported by a favorable evaluation by the Commission. 

(a) Fire Protection 
 

Southern Nuclear Operating Company shall implement and 
maintain in effect all provisions of the approved fire protection 
program that comply with 10 CFR 50.48(a) and 10 CFR 50.48(c), 
as specified in the licensee amendment request dated April 4, 2018, 
supplemented by letters dated May 28, August 9, October 7, and 
December 13, 2019, and February 5, and March 13, 2020, and as 
approved in the NRC safety evaluation (SE) dated June 11, 2020. 
Except where NRC approval for changes or deviations is required 
by 10 CFR 50.48(c), and provided no other regulation, technical 
specification, license condition or requirement would 

 
2 The original licensee authorized to possess, use, and operate the facility with Georgia Power 

Company (GPC). Consequently, certain historical references to GPC remain in certain license 
conditions. 

 

 
Renewed License No. NPF-5 

Amendment No. 276 
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HATCH UNIT 2 3.4-5 Amendment No. 276 

3.4 REACTOR COOLANT SYSTEM (RCS) 
 
3.4.3 Overpressure Protection System (OPS) 
 
 
LCO  3.4.3 The OPS shall be OPERABLE. 
 
 
APPLICABILITY: MODES 1, 2, and 3. 
 
 
ACTIONS 

CONDITION REQUIRED ACTION COMPLETION TIME 

 
A. OPS inoperable. 

 
A.1 Be in MODE 3. 
 
AND 
 
A.2 Be in MODE 4. 
 

 
12 hours 
 
 
 
36 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



OPS 
3.4.3 

 
 

HATCH UNIT 2 3.4-6 Amendment No. 276 

SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS 

SURVEILLANCE FREQUENCY 

 
SR  3.4.3.1 Verify the as-left OPS lift pressures of the required 

safety/relief valves (S/RVs) are within ± 1% of the 
nominal setpoint: 

 
  Nominal 
 Number of Setpoint 
 OPS S/RVs (psig) 
 
 10 1160 
 

 
In accordance with 
the INSERVICE 
TESTING 
PROGRAM 

 
SR  3.4.3.2 Verify the as-found OPS lift pressures of the 

required S/RVs are within the limits specified in the 
COLR. 

 

 
In accordance with 
the INSERVICE 
TESTING 
PROGRAM 
 

 



Reporting Requirements 
5.6 

 
 

HATCH UNIT 2 5.0-21 Amendment No. 276      

5.6 Reporting Requirements 
 
 
5.6.2 Annual Radiological Environmental Operating Report   (continued) 
 
 table in the Radiological Assessment Branch Technical Position, Revision 1, 

November 1979.  In the event that some individual results are not available for 
inclusion with the report, the report shall be submitted noting and explaining the 
reasons for the missing results.  The missing data shall be submitted in a 
supplementary report as soon as possible. 

 
5.6.3 Radioactive Effluent Release Report 
 
 ----------------------------------------------NOTE------------------------------------------------------ 
 A single submittal may be made for a multiple unit station.  The submittal should 

combine sections common to all units at the station; however, for units with 
separate radwaste systems, the submittal shall specify the releases of radioactive 
material from each unit. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 The Radioactive Effluent Release Report covering the operation of the unit shall 

be submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.36a.  The report shall include a 
summary of the quantities of radioactive liquid and gaseous effluents and solid 
waste released from the unit.  The material provided shall be consistent with the 
objectives outlined in the ODCM and the Process Control Program and in 
conformance with 10 CFR 50.36a and 10 CFR 50, Appendix I, Section IV.B.1. 

 
5.6.4 Deleted.  
 
 
 
5.6.5 CORE OPERATING LIMITS REPORT (COLR) 
 
 a. Core operating limits shall be established prior to each reload cycle, or 

prior to any remaining portion of a reload cycle, and shall be documented 
in the COLR for the following: 

 
  1) The Average Planar Linear Heat Generation Rate for 

Specification 3.2.1. 
 

2) The Minimum Critical Power Ratio (MCPR) for Specification 
3.2.2 and the MCPR99.9% value used to calculate the 
Specification 3.2.2 MCPR. 

 
3) The Linear Heat Generation Rate for Specification 3.2.3. 

 
4) The as-found Overpressure Protection System Lift Pressures 

for Specification 3.4.3. 
 
 

(continued) 
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SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR 

REGULATION RELATED TO  

AMENDMENT NO. 331 TO RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-57 

AND AMENDMENT NO. 276 TO RENEWED FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-5 

SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY, INC. 

EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT NOS. 1 AND 2 

DOCKET NOS. 50-321 AND 50-366 

 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
By letter dated December 5, 2025 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
Accession No. ML25339A156), Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc. (SNC, the licensee) 
submitted a license amendment request (LAR) to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC, the Commission) for the Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant (Hatch), Unit Nos. 1 and 2, 
pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Section 50.90, “Application for 
amendment of license, construction permit or early site permit.” The amendments revise the 
Technical Specifications (TSs) related to the safety/relief valves (S/RVs) based on Technical 
Specifications Task Force (TSTF) Traveler TSTF-576, Revision 3, “Revise Safety/Relief Valve 
Requirements” (TSTF-576) (ML23256A266) and the associated NRC staff safety evaluation 
(SE) and supplement of Traveler TSTF-576 (ADAMS Package ML24249A155). TSTF-576 
proposed changes to the Standard Technical Specifications (STSs) for boiling-water reactor 
(BWR) designs under the consolidated line item improvement process (CLIIP). 
 
A notice of consideration of proposed issuance of amendments with proposed no significant 
hazards consideration determination was published in the Federal Register on February 17, 
2026 (91 FR 7306), and there has been no public comment on such finding. 
 
1.1 Proposed Changes 
 
Under the proposed changes, the S/RV as-found requirements would change from individual 
S/RV limits to the S/RVs being treated in the TS as a single system called the “Overpressure 
Protection System” (OPS). Instead of having the TS specify a minimum number of S/RVs 
capable of performing their safety function, the capability of performing the safety function would 
be assessed from the collective capability of the S/RVs. A single valve or even multiple valves 
lifting outside the limits currently defined in the TS would not necessarily result in the OPS being 
inoperable. The as-left setting tolerances are not changing and continue to require each 
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required valve to be set to within one percent of its nominal setpoint. The as-found upper limits 
would be moved to the Core Operating Limits Report (COLR) and placed under licensee 
control. The as-found lower limits are being removed from the TS. 
 
1.2 System Description 
 
The S/RVs function to protect the reactor coolant pressure boundary (RCPB) and its associated 
safety limit (SL) from overpressure. In addition, some S/RVs are also used to provide the Low 
Low Set (LLS) relief function and the Automatic Depressurization System (ADS) function. The 
LLS relief function is specified in limiting condition for operation (LCO) 3.6.1.6 “Low-Low Set 
(LLS) Valves” and the ADS function is specified in LCO 3.5.1 “ECCS [emergency core cooling 
system]-Operating.” The associated ADS and LLS LCOs are not affected by the proposed 
changes. 
 
TS 2.1.2, “Reactor Coolant System (RCS) Pressure SL,” requires reactor steam dome pressure 
to remain less than or equal to 1325 pounds per square inch gauge (psig). The SL is consistent 
with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code 
(BPV Code), Section III limit of 110 percent of design pressure. Per 10 CFR 50.54, “Contents of 
applications; technical information,” the applicable requirements of 10 CFR 50.55a, “Codes and 
standards,” are conditions in every nuclear power reactor operating license issued under 
10 CFR Part 50, and as specified in 10 CFR 50.55a(b), systems and components of boiling and 
pressurized water-cooled nuclear power reactors must meet the requirements of the ASME BPV 
Code and the ASME Operation and Maintenance of Nuclear Power Plants, Division 1, OM 
Code: Section IST (OM Code) as incorporated by reference in 10 CFR 50.55a. The ASME BPV 
Code provides overpressure protection requirements for the RCPB components to assure that 
they will not be damaged during possible transients. 
 
Hatch relies only on the safety mode of operation to protect the SL. In the safety mode (or 
spring mode of operation), the spring-loaded disk or pilot valve opens when steam pressure 
overcomes the spring force holding the valve or pilot valve closed. 
 
1.3 Proposed TS Changs to Adopt TSTF-576 
 
In accordance with the NRC staff approved TSTF-576, the licensee proposed changes that 
would revise TS 3.4.3. Specifically, the licensee proposed the following changes to adopt 
TSTF-576: 
 

• The name of the TS Section would be renamed from “Safety/Relief Valves (S/RVs)” to 
“Overpressure Protection System (OPS).” 

 
• The LCO would be revised from requiring a specified number of S/RVs to be operable to 

“The OPS shall be OPERABLE.”  
 

• Condition A would be revised to state “OPS inoperable.” The Required Actions for 
entering revised Condition A and Completion Times would remain the same as: “Be in 
MODE 3 in 12 hours AND Be in MODE 4 in 36 hours.”  

 
• Surveillance Requirement (SR) 3.4.3.1 would be revised. The as-found relief limits would 

be deleted from the SR resulting in the SR requiring, “Verify the as-left OPS lift 
pressures of the required safety/relief valves (S/RVs) are within ± 1% [one percent] of 
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the nominal setpoint:”. The number of required SRVs in SR 3.4.3.1 would be reduced 
from 11 to 10 consistent with the current LCO and provide conforming change for the 
OPS TS modifications. The current setpoint of 1160±34.8 psig [pounds per square inch 
gauge] would be revised to be the Nominal Setpoint of 1160 psig. The frequency is 
unchanged and is “In accordance with the INSERVICE TESTING PROGRAM.” 
 

• SR 3.4.3.2 would be added to state, “Verify the as-found OPS lift pressures of the 
required S/RVs are within the limits specified in the COLR.” The frequency for the SR is 
“In accordance with the INSERVICE TESTING PROGRAM.”  
 

1.4  Additional Proposed TS Variations 
 
In addition to the changes proposed consistent with the traveler discussed above, the licensee 
proposed the variations below. 
 
TSTF-576 revises Condition A, B, and C of STS (Standard Technical Specification) 3.4.3, 
“Safety/Relief Valves (S/RVs).” The Hatch TSs contain requirements for S/RVs that differ from 
the STS but are encompassed in the TSTF-576 justification. Condition C that is revised in 
STS 3.4.3 is analogous to Condition A in the Hatch TS, and Hatch TS 3.4.3 does not contain 
any Conditions corresponding to Condition A or B of STS 3.4.3. 
 
TSTF-576 revises SR 3.4.3.1 by deleting a Note that is not contained in the Hatch TS 
SR 3.4.3.1. The Note provides flexibility, and removing the Note from the STS is conservative. 
By not containing this note, the Hatch TS SR 3.4.3.1 currently reflects this conservatism and is 
encompassed in the TSTF-576 justification. The remaining changes to SR 3.4.3.1 are 
applicable to the Hatch TS. 
 
TSTF-576 revises SR 3.4.3.2 by replacing the surveillance, in its entirety, with new language 
that directs operators to the COLR for as-found lift pressure limits. SR 3.4.3.2 does not currently 
exist in the Hatch TS. However, SR 3.4.3.2, as-replaced and justified in TSTF-576, does apply 
to the Hatch adoption of TSTF-576 and is included in this request. 
 
1.5 Changes to TS 5.6.5.a, “Core Operating Limits Report (COLR)”  
 
The licensee provided in LAR Attachment 4 an example COLR page that contained information 
that the NRC staff found consistent with the traveler, the plant’s licensing basis, and that 
provides clarity for the OPS S/RV as-found setting requirements.  
 
Section 3.1 of the Enclosure to the LAR states “The Core Operating Limits Report specification 
is revised to reference the Overpressure Protection System specification.”  
 
2.0 REGULATORY EVALUATION 
 
2.1 Applicable Regulatory Requirements and Guidance 
 
The NRC regulations under Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 50.36 require 
that: 
 

Each license authorizing operation of a … utilization facility … will include 
technical specifications. The technical specifications will be derived from the 
analyses and evaluation included in the safety analysis report, and amendments 
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thereto, submitted pursuant to [10 CFR] 50.34. The Commission may include 
such additional technical specifications as the Commission finds appropriate. 

 

Per 10 CFR 50.36(c)(1), (2), (3), and (5), TS will include items in, among other things, the 
categories of SLs, limiting conditions for operation, SRs, and administrative controls, 
respectively. Details about these categories are discussed below. 
 
Safety limits are addressed by 10 CFR 50.36(c)(1)(i)(A), which states in part: 
 

Safety limits for nuclear reactors are limits upon important process variables that 
are found to be necessary to reasonably protect the integrity of certain physical 
barriers that guard against the uncontrolled release of radioactivity. If any safety 
limit is exceeded, the reactor must be shut down. 
 

Limiting conditions for operation are addressed by 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2), and 10 CFR 
50.36(c)(2)(i) states: 
 

Limiting conditions for operation are the lowest functional capability or 
performance levels of equipment required for safe operation of the facility. When 
a limiting condition for operation of a nuclear reactor is not met, the licensee shall 
shut down the reactor or follow any remedial action permitted by the technical 
specifications until the condition can be met. 

 
The remedial actions permitted by the TS must provide the requisite reasonable assurance 
required by 10 CFR 50.40(a) and 50.57(a)(3). In its Final Policy Statement at 58 FR 39138, the 
Commission stated that the Bases for each LCO, should explain why the LCO was determined 
to be the lowest functional capability or performance level for the system or component in 
question necessary for safe operation of the facility and, what are the reasons for the 
Applicability of the LCO. 
 
The NRC regulations in 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii)(A)-(D) list the criteria for determining when an 
LCO of a nuclear reactor must be established. Note that per 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(iii), a licensee 
is not required to propose to modify TSs that are included in any license issued before 
August 18, 1995, to satisfy the criteria in 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii). In its Final Policy Statement at 
58 FR 39138, the Commission stated that the Bases should provide the justification for the 
technical specification, i.e., which Policy Statement criterion requires it to be in the TSs. 
 
Criterion 3 from 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii)(C) requires the establishment of an LCO for a “structure, 
system, or component that is part of the primary success path and which functions or actuates 
to mitigate a design basis accident or transient that either assumes the failure of or presents a 
challenge to the integrity of a fission product barrier.” 
 
SRs are addressed by 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3), and are requirements relating to test, calibration, or 
inspection to assure that the necessary quality of systems and components is maintained, that 
facility operation will be within safety limits, and that the limiting conditions for operation will be 
met. In its Final Policy Statement at 58 FR 39138, the Commission stated that the Bases should 
explain the Bases for each SR and Surveillance Frequency; i.e., the specific functional 
requirement is the surveillance designed to verify, and the reason the surveillance necessary at 
the specified frequency to assure that the system or component function is maintained, that 
facility operation will be within the safety limits, and that the LCO will be met. 
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Administrative controls are addressed by 10 CFR 50.36(c)(5) and “are the provisions relating to 
organization and management, procedures, recordkeeping, review and audit, and reporting 
necessary to assure operation of the facility in a safe manner.” 
 
The COLR is the unit-specific document that provides cycle-specific parameter limits for the 
current reload cycle. These cycle-specific limits shall be determined for each reload cycle in 
accordance with TS 5.6.5. “Core Operating Limits Report (COLR).” Plant operation within these 
limits is addressed in individual TSs. TS 5.6.5.a requires that core operating limits shall be 
established prior to each reload cycle, or prior to any remaining portion of a reload cycle, and 
shall be documented in the COLR for individual specifications that address core operating limits 
listed TS 5.6.5.a. The analytical methods used to determine the core operating limits are 
specified in TS 5.6.5.b. 
 
The NRC regulations in 10 CFR 50.55a(c)(1) specify that components which are part of the 
RCPB must meet the requirements for Class 1 components in Section III of the ASME BPV 
Code, except as provided in 10 CFR 50.55a(c)(2), (3), and (4). 10 CFR 50.55a(f)(4) further 
requires, in part, that throughout the service life of boiling-water reactor (BWR) facilities, valves 
that are within the scope of the ASME OM Code must meet the inservice test requirements 
(except design and access provisions) set forth in the ASME OM Code to the extent practical, 
within the limitations of design, geometry, and materials of construction of the components. 
 
The NRC staff’s guidance for the review of TS is in NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan for 
the Review of Safety Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants: LWR [Light-Water Reactor] 
Edition” (SRP), Chapter 16, Section 16.0, “Technical Specifications,” Revision 3, March 2010 
(ML100351425). The NRC staff’s review includes consideration of whether the proposed 
changes are consistent with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, “Standard Technical 
Specifications, General Electric BWR/4 Plants,” NUREG-1433, Volume 1, “Specifications,” and 
Volume 2, “Bases,” Revision 5.0, September 2021 (ML21272A357 and ML21272A358, 
respectively). 
 
3.0 TECHNICAL EVALUATION 
 
3.1 Evaluation of Proposed TS Changes to Adopt TSTF-576 
 
The regulatory framework that the NRC staff used to determine the acceptability of the 
licensee’s proposed changes consisted of the requirements and guidance listed in Section 2.1 
of this SE. The NRC staff compared the licensee’s proposed TS changes summarized in 
Section 1.1 of this SE against the changes approved in TSTF-576. In accordance with SRP 
Chapter 16.0, the NRC staff determined that the STS changes approved in TSTF-576 are 
applicable to Hatch TSs because Hatch is a BWR/4 design and the NRC staff approved the 
TSTF-576 changes for BWR designs.  
 
The NRC staff SE for TSTF-576 reviewed proposed changes to the specifications related to the 
S/RVs. The SE found that the proposed changes were acceptable for the associated BWR STS. 
The S/RV requirements would change from being based on individual S/RV performance to 
S/RVs being treated in STS as a single system called the “Overpressure Protection System 
(OPS).” The STSs related to the S/RVs would be rewritten to focus on the performance of the 
system instead of focusing on the performance of individual valves. The NRC staff finds that the 
licensee’s proposed changes to HNP TS in sections 1.1 and 1.2 of this SE are consistent with 
those found acceptable in TSTF-576. 
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In the NRC SE of TSTF-576, the NRC staff concluded that the proposed changes were 
acceptable because the SL for RCS pressure would not be exceeded and operation within the 
proposed TS would continue to provide protection to the health and safety of the public. The 
NRC staff also concluded that there was reasonable assurance that proposed changes would 
continue to ensure that when TS LCO 3.4.3 was not met, the licensee would shut down the 
reactor or follow any remedial action permitted by the TS until the condition could be met. For 
example, the proposed remedial actions continue to ensure that appropriate actions will be 
taken in conditions that result in a loss of the ability of the OPS to protect the RCS pressure 
boundary or ensure that SL 2.1.2 is not exceeded. Additionally, the SRs for the OPS provide 
assurance that the system is operable during the appropriate conditions of applicability.  
 
The licensee stated that they reviewed the traveler for TSTF-576, Rev. 3, and associated NRC 
staff SE and confirmed that the information in these documents is applicable to Hatch. 
 
The NRC staff notes that part of the basis for the approval of TSTF-576, as stated in the SE for 
TSTF-576, is that the S/RVs credited for satisfying the proposed SR 3.4.3.2 must have also met 
the proposed SR 3.4.3.1 when they were last installed. This is because SR 3.0.1 requires that 
the S/RVs be capable of meeting all applicable SRs at all times while operating in the modes of 
applicability. SR 3.0.1 ensures that 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3) will continue to be met because the SRs 
will continue to ensure that the necessary quality of systems and components is being 
maintained. 
 
The licensee certified in the LAR that it meets the technical justifications stated in TSTF-576 and 
its associated SE. The NRC staff verified that the licensee’s SR 3.0.1 is the same as in the STS. 
Based on the licensee’s certification in the LAR and its SR 3.0.1, any S/RV that is credited for 
satisfying the proposed SR 3.4.3.2 will also have to meet the proposed SR 3.4.3.1. Accordingly, 
the staff concludes that the proposed SRs are acceptable and that 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3) will 
continue to be met because the proposed SRs will continue to ensure that the necessary quality 
of systems and components is being maintained. 
 
3.2 Evaluation of Additional Proposed Variations 
 
In addition to the proposed changes consistent with the traveler, the licensee proposed the 
variations below. 
 
TSTF-576 revises Condition A, B, and C of STS 3.4.3. The Hatch TS contains only Condition A, 
which is similar to Condition C in the STS. Conditions A and B in the STS provide actions for 
cases where one or two S/RVs are inoperable, which TSTF-576 deleted. The Hatch TS does 
not have these Conditions which provide a longer completion time when only one or two S/RVs 
are inoperable. The NRC staff finds that the Hatch TS Condition A encompasses the STS 
Condition C. The Hatch licensee proposal adopts Condition A as proposed in TSTF-576 as 
Condition C. The NRC staff finds this variation acceptable because the existing Hatch TS 
Condition A covers STS Condition C, and the proposed change results in an LCO that is the 
same as that proposed in TSTF-576.  
 
The licensee stated that the Hatch SR 3.4.3.1 does not contain the Note that is deleted by 
TSTF-576. This note allows up to 2 S/RVs to be changed to a lower setpoint group and provides 
flexibility to move two S/RVs to a lower setting. The lack of inclusion of a note in the Hatch TS, 
which is being deleted by the traveler, has no impact on the adoption of the traveler to the plant. 
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The licensee stated that the Hatch TS currently doesn’t have SR 3.4.3.2, which is revised by 
TSTF-576 by replacing the surveillance, in its entirety, with new language that directs operators 
to the COLR for as-found lift pressure limits. The Hatch licensee proposal adopts the language 
of TSTF-576 as a new surveillance. The NRC staff finds this variation acceptable because the 
surveillance (SR 3.4.3.2) in the traveler is adopted by the Hatch licensee and results in a SR 
that is the same as that proposed in TSTF-576.  
 
3.3 Evaluation of Changes to TS 5.6.5.a, “Core Operating Limits Report (COLR)”  
 
The licensee provided in LAR Attachment 4 an example COLR page that contained information 
that the NRC staff found consistent with the traveler, the plant’s licensing basis, and that 
provides clarity for the OPS S/RV as-found setting requirements. 
  
Section 3.1 of the Enclosure to the LAR states “The Core Operating Limits Report specification 
is revised to reference the Overpressure Protection System specification.” The NRC staff 
reviewed the TS markup and found that the proposed change to add the OPS to TS 5.6.5.a is 
appropriate and consistent with TSTF-576, as approved by the NRC staff. Therefore, the 
change is acceptable because it continues to meet 10 CFR 50.36(c)(5) in that it contains the 
applicable reporting requirements. 
 
3.4 Evaluation of TS Change Consistency 
 
The NRC staff reviewed the proposed TS changes for technical clarity and consistency with the 
existing requirements for customary terminology and formatting. The staff finds that the 
proposed changes are consistent with Chapter 16.0 of the SRP and are therefore acceptable.  
 
3.5 Technical Conclusion 
 
The NRC staff found that the proposed changes to TS 3.4.3 are acceptable because they 
continued to meet the requirements of 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(i) and 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3) as 
discussed in section 3.0 of the NRC staff’s SE of TSTF-576. For these same reasons, the NRC 
staff concludes that the corresponding proposed changes to the HNP TS in sections 1.1 and 1.2 
of this SE continue to meet the requirements of 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(i), 10 CFR 50.36(c)(3), and 
10 CFR 50.36(c)(5).  
 
4.0 STATE CONSULTATION 
 
In accordance with the Commission’s regulations, the Georgia State official was notified of the 
proposed issuance of the amendment on April 16, 2026. The State official confirmed the State 
of Georgia had no comments on April 27, 2026.  
 
5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION 
 
This licensing action relates to authorizations under 10 CFR Part 50 with respect to installation 
or use of a facility component. The NRC staff has determined that any ground disturbance is 
limited to previously disturbed areas. Additionally, the NRC staff has determined that the action 
involves no significant change in the types or significant increase in the amounts of any effluents 
that may be released offsite, no significant increase in individual or cumulative public or 
occupational radiation exposure, and no significant increase in the potential for or 
consequences from radiological accidents. Finally, the NRC staff has determined that a 
categorical exclusion applies and that special circumstances under 10 CFR 51.22, “Categorical 
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exclusions,” are not present that would preclude reliance on the categorical exclusion. 
Accordingly, this action meets the eligibility criteria for categorical exclusion set forth in 10 CFR 
51.22(d)(8). Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.22, no environmental impact statement or environmental 
assessment need be prepared in connection with the action. 
 
6.0 CONCLUSION 
 
The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that: (1) there 
is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangered by 
operation in the proposed manner, (2) there is reasonable assurance that such activities will be 
conducted in compliance with the Commission’s regulations, and (3) the issuance of the 
amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and security or to the health and safety 
of the public. 
 
Date: April 30, 2026 
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