UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

April 17, 2026

ALL AGREEMENT STATES, INDIANA, WEST VIRGINIA
STATE LIAISON OFFICERS
ALL FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE TRIBES

ISSUANCE OF FINAL RULE: CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS FROM ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW (STC-26-025)

Purpose: To inform States and Federally recognized Indian Tribes that the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) has published a final rule amending its regulations for
categorical exclusions for licensing, regulatory, and administrative actions that do not
significantly affect the quality of the human environment.

Background: The final rule titled “Categorical Exclusions From Environmental Review”
amends NRC’s regulations in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 51,
“Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing and Related Regulatory
Functions.” This final rule revises the list of categorical exclusions to clarify the scope of
existing categories, to improve consistency in their application, and to add new categories of
actions that do not have a significant effect on the human environment. These amendments
reduce administrative burdens, accelerate regulatory decisions, and ensure resources are
directed to activities that have the potential to significantly affect the environment.

Discussion: The Federal Register notice, “Categorical Exclusions from Environmental
Review; Final Rule,” 91 FR 15519 (March 30, 2026) issuing the final rule can be found at
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/30/2026-06049/categorical-exclusions-
from-environmental-review. Additional documents related to this final rule are available in
the Federal rulemaking website at https://www.regulations.gov by searching for Docket ID
NRC-2018-0300.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/30/2026-06049/categorical-exclusions-from-environmental-review?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/30/2026-06049/categorical-exclusions-from-environmental-review
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/30/2026-06049/categorical-exclusions-from-environmental-review
https://www.regulations.gov
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If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact the individuals
named below.

Rulemaking Point of Contact: Irene Wu Email: Irene.Wu@nrc.gov
Telephone: (301) 415-1951

Technical Point of Contact: Nancy Martinez Email: Nancy.Martinez@nrc.gov
Telephone: (630) 829-9734

Sincerely,

N Signed by Shepherd, Jill
Ponte Oy ghplat on 04/17/26

Jill Shepherd, Chief

Reactor and Materials Rulemaking and Project
Management Branches

Division of Rulemaking, Environmental, and
Financial Support

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and
Safeguards

Enclosure:
Final Rule’s Federal Register notice
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