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ORDER 

 

On January 27, 2026, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued a notice in the 

Federal Register providing an opportunity to comment, request a hearing, and petition for leave 

to intervene with respect to System Energy Resources Inc.’s request to renew the Grand Gulf 

Site Early Site Permit (ESP) No. ESP–002.1 The notice explained the process by which 

members of the public may file a request for hearing and petition for leave to intervene, and 

established March 30, 2026, as the deadline for such filings.2 

On March 30, 2026, Kalisha Lush submitted an email to the NRC’s Hearing Docket, 

transmitting a petition to intervene and request for hearing.3 The email included an explanation 

that “Due to time constraints, I am submitting this petition via email and request guidance on 

any additional filing requirements along with a digital ID so that I may properly submit my 

 
1 System Energy Resources Inc.; Grand Gulf Early Site Permit; Early Site Permit Renewal 
Application, 91 Fed. Reg. 3550 (Jan. 27, 2026) (Hearing Notice). 

2 Id. at 3550, 3552. 

3 Email from Kalisha Lush to NRC Hearing Docket (March 30, 2026, 3:43 PM EDT) 
(ML26097A271). 



 
 

exhibits.” The transmittal included a four-page attachment discussing standing and contentions, 

as well as a two-page attachment described as an exhibit list.4 

The request does not satisfy the NRC’s threshold procedural requirements, set forth in 

10 C.F.R. 2.309 and identified in the notice. Namely, it does not set forth with particularity the 

contentions the petitioner seeks to raise, as required by 10 C.F.R. 2.309(f). The petitioner does 

briefly describe certain topics of concern, labeled as Contentions, with titles such as 

“Inadequate Consideration of Environmental and Safety Risks” and “Adverse Impact on the 

Local Community”.5 But neither the Petition nor the attached Exhibit List contain any references 

to specific portions of the application that the petitioner disputes, or specify what necessary 

information the application fails to contain, as required by 10 C.F.R. 2.309(f)(1)(vi). Similarly, the 

Exhibit List refers to “types of supporting documentation that will be provided” and lists general 

categories of information (e.g., “Claiborne County audit report(s)”, “Maps and geographic data 

identifying proximity to the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station and surrounding areas”, “Documentation 

regarding local emergency services capacity, funding, and infrastructure”). But it does not 

explain with specificity what underlying facts, expert opinions, or sources support the petitioner’s 

position, as required by 10 C.F.R. 2.309(f)(1)(v).6   

For these reasons, the petition does not comply with the NRC’s pleading requirements 

set forth in 10 C.F.R. Part 2 and does not establish an arguable basis for further proceedings. 

 
4 See “Petition for Leave to Intervene and Request for Hearing,” dated March 30, 2026 
(ML26097A272) (Petition); “Exhibit List of Intended Evidence (To Be Supplemented Upon Filing 
and Review),” undated (ML26097A273) (Exhibit List). 

5 Petition at 1-2. 

6 Statements in the petitioner’s email and petition suggest that the petitioner intends to provide 
additional support or exhibits in the future. (“Petitioner respectfully submits that the above-listed 
exhibits, when fully compiled and presented, will provide substantial and material support for the 
contentions raised herein.” Exhibit List at 2.) However, a petitioner must include sufficient 
information in its initial petition (i.e., by the Hearing Notice deadline) to demonstrate that its 
contentions are admissible. 



 
 

Therefore, pursuant to my authority under 10 C.F.R. 2.346(h), I deny the request as procedurally 

deficient. 

 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

 

For the Commission 

 

___________________________ 
       Carrie M. Safford 

Secretary of the Commission 

 

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, 
this 14th day of April 2026. 
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