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Subcommittee Charge: The subcommittee on the Physical Protection of Category 1 and 
Category 2 Quantities of Radioactive Material proposed rule was established by NRC staff on 
October 21, 2025. The subcommittee was charged with reviewing and commenting on the 
proposed rule for modernizing requirements relating to physical protection of Category 1 and 
Category 2 quantities of radioactive material to support ACMUI comments during the public 
comments.  

Background: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is proposing to amend its 
regulations contained in 10 CFR Part 37 regarding physical protection of Category 1 and 
Category 2 quantities of radioactive material which could impact medical licensees with such 
material, such as those with high dose rate brachytherapy and gamma stereotactic radiosurgery 
units. The rulemaking is in response to Executive Order 14300, which initiated a NRC staff 
review of the 10 CFR part 37 requirements. Based on this review, NRC staff identified several 
proposed revisions to enhance the efficiency of the materials licensing and inspection process 
and reduce unnecessary regulatory burden on licensees related to the physical protection of 
category 1 and category 2 quantities of radioactive material. The ACMUI subcommittee met with 
NRC staff working group that developed the draft proposed rule October 28th, 2025, to walk 
through the proposed regulatory changes, draft federal register notice, and guidance.  

Discussion: 

The members of the subcommittee performed a line by line review of the proposed rule 
language, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ), and impact analysis documentation with the NRC 
staff. 
 
The proposed rule language document removes redundant requirements and categories that 
are no longer relevant, such as those pertaining to the Fingerprint Orders. It relaxes 
reinvestigation requirements that do not improve safety and reduces the frequency of refresher 
training, reporting, and local law enforcement agency coordination requirements in the absence 
of any significant program changes. It removes the burden of weekly material verification while 



maintaining licensee responsibility. It recognizes advances in technology present in mobile 
devices.  

The Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document was felt to provide clear guidance on the 
changes and their practical impact and implementation.  

The impact analysis document (FRN Part 37 10-22-25 (ML25287A029)) effectively provides 
further background and explanation of the proposed changes, complementing the FAQ. The 
regulatory analysis also estimates the cost and benefits of the proposed changes, which would 
result in significant savings for licensees, Agreement States, and the NRC, without adding 
administrative/regulatory burden or risk of negative environmental impact.  

Overall, the subcommittee concluded that the proposed changes should reduce administrative 
burden for licensees with no negative impact on public safety and a potential benefit in cost 
savings.  

 

Subcommittee Recommendations: The ACMUI subcommittee on the Physical Protection of 
Category 1 and Category 2 Quantities of Radioactive Material Proposed Rule recommends that 
the proposed rule be finalized as submitted. 
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