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By letter dated February 20, 2026 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML26051A111), Holtec Palisades, LLC (the licensee) submitted Relief 
Request RR 5-14, requesting authorization of an alternative to the requirements of the ASME 
Cide, Section III, NB-2211, for post weld heat treatment (PWHT) simulation for certain 
pressurizer nozzle welds, pursuant to Paragraph 50.55a(z)(1) of Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (10 CFR).  
 
Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(z)(1), the licensee must demonstrate that the proposed alternative 
provides an acceptable level of quality and safety. To complete its review, the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff requests the following additional information. 
 
RAI-01: Verification of Material Traceability for Heat No. BT2615 
 
In Section 6.1 of the submittal, the licensee states that the chemical composition of both the 
representative (sample) heat and the three as-installed nozzles (the spray nozzle and both 
safety nozzles) (Heat No. BT2615) meet the requirements of ASTM A508-64, Class II material. 
However, the submittal does not explicitly describe the methodology used to confirm that all 
three nozzles originate from this specific heat number. 
 
To support the NRC staff’s evaluation of material applicability and the validity of the surrogate 
data used in the relief request, please provide the following: 
 
Confirm the method used to verify Heat No. BT2615 as applicable to all three nozzles. 
Specifically, identify if this was confirmed via: 
 

a) Direct physical stamping or marking on each of the three individual nozzle forgings; or 
 

b) An alternative material traceability method (e.g., original vessel "as-built" records, shop 
fabrication maps, or specific CMTR associations). 

 
If an alternative traceability method was used, please explain the process and identify the 
specific records that establish the link between Heat No. BT2615 and the three physical as-
installed components. 
 
This confirmatory information is required to make the determination that the proposed 
alternative provides an acceptable level of quality and safety pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(z)(1). 
 
 


