U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Public Meeting Summary
April 6, 2026

Title: Public Meeting: Proposed Rule: Approval of the 2023 Edition of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code and Code Cases, Revision 41

Meeting Identifier: 20260256
Date of Meeting: April 6, 2026

Location: Webinar (via Microsoft Teams)
Type of Meeting: Information Meeting with a Question-and-Answer Session

Purpose of Meeting: The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the recently published
proposed rule (91 FR 9733; February 27, 2026) to revise the NRC regulations in Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 50.55a, “Codes and standards” (10 CFR 50.55a) to
incorporate by reference the 2023 Edition of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (BPV Code) and applicable NRC regulatory guides
(RGs) that approve the use of certain recent ASME code cases related to the ASME BPV Code,
Sections Il and XI, and the ASME Operation and Maintenance of Nuclear Power Plants,
Division 1, OM Code: Section IST (OM Code).

Related Documents:

o ML26086A053 - ASME 2023 Code Edition and Code Cases Proposed Rule - Public
Meeting Slides

o ML26092A343 - 04/06/2026 Proposed Rule: Approval of the 2023 Edition of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code and Code
Cases, Revision 41

General Details:

The meeting consisted of an NRC presentation providing an overview of the proposed rule,
titled “Approval of the 2023 Edition of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Boiler and
Pressure Vessel Code and Code Cases, Revision 41,” with question-and-answer sessions in
between topics where the public was invited to pose questions to the NRC related to the
proposed rule. The meeting was attended by approximately 99 attendees participating through
webinar or phone, including NRC staff and members of the public.

Summary of Presentation and Public Questions:

Introductions and Opening

Mr. Aaron Kwok of the NRC, a rulemaking project manager, opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone to the call and providing opening remarks, including explaining the purpose of the
meeting and providing guidance for the question-and-answer portion.

Mr. Kwok discussed rulemaking information and provided instructions on how to submit
comments on the rulemaking. He presented a brief timeline for the rulemaking, pointing out that
the due date for comments is April 28, 2026. He gave a brief summary of the scope of the
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rulemaking, highlighting the number of code edition conditions and code case approvals being
proposed.

2023 ASME BPV Code, Sections lll and XI, Proposed Conditions

Mr. John Honcharik of the NRC, a technical lead of this rulemaking, presented the 2023 ASME
BPV Code, Sections Il and XI, proposed conditions:

e Section Il new or modified conditions:
o 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(1)(xiv) - Repairs to Stamped Components
o 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(1)(xv) - Protection from Deterioration of Radiographic Film and
Lifetime Record Retention
e Section XI:
o Various editorial corrections in 10 CFR 50.55a
o Various extensions/limitations of applicable code editions
o New or modified conditions:
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(xviii) - NDE Personnel Certification
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(xxxi) - Mechanical Clamping Devices
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(xliv) - Nonmandatory Appendix Y
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(li) - Pressure Testing Following Repair/Replacement
Activity
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(lii) - Preservice and Inservice Volumetric
Examination of Nozzles Fabricated from Weld Buildups
= 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(liii) - Protection from Deterioration of Radiographic
Film and Lifetime Record Retention

An attendee asked for the rationale behind why the non-permanent radiographic testing records
are being conditioned when it's a record that will only be maintained for 10 years, and which
shouldn’t be final construction records. Mr. Honcharik clarified that the corresponding table that
dictates record retention requirements should still be followed, and that this condition would not
affect those requirements.

An attendee raised a concern about 10 CFR 50.55a(y), which the attendee argued sidesteps 10
CFR 50.55a(z) for allowing an alternative, and that there may be some scenarios where a
licensee has to suddenly go in for a full exemption versus being able to go in for an alternative.
Dr. Nicole Fields of the NRC, a rulemaking project manager, noted that this topic was out of
scope of the rulemaking being discussed, which did not propose any changes to the paragraph
in question.

An attendee asked a question about 10 CFR 50.55a(b)(2)(xxvi), arguing that there are multiple
redundant regulatory requirements for performing post-maintenance testing after
repair/replacement activities, and asking what the reason for this. Mr. Kwok clarified that this
topic was not part of the rulemaking being discussed.

An attendee asked if there was precedence for an errata being addressed through a rulemaking
before. Mr. Honcharik answered that errata have previously been part of 10 CFR 50.55a
rulemakings, such as with a code stamping issue in the past.
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ASME BPV Code, Section XI, Code Cases for Approval

Mr. Jay Collins of the NRC, a technical lead of this rulemaking, presented the ASME BPV Code,
Section Xl, code cases being proposed for approval with conditions:

e N-508-5: Rotation of Snubbers and Pressure Retaining Items for the Purpose of Testing
or Preventive Maintenance

e N-778-1: Alternative Requirements for Preparation and Submittal of Plans, Schedules,
and Preservice and Inservice Inspection Summary Reports

e N-666-3: Weld Overlay of Class 1, 2, and 3 Socket Welded Connections

o N-716-4: Alternative Classification and Examination Requirements

o N-752-2: Risk-Informed Categorization and Treatment for Repair/Replacement Activities
in Class 2 and 3 Systems

o N-806-2: Analytical Evaluation of Metal Loss in Class 2 and 3 Metallic Piping Buried in a
Back-Filled Trench

o N-830-1: Direct Use of Fracture Toughness for Flaw Evaluations of Pressure Boundary
Materials in Class 1 Ferritic Steel Components

o N-926: Alternative Examination Requirements for Unbonded Post-Tensioning Systems
of Class CC Components, Section XI, Division 1

e N-930: Alternative Experience Requirements for Nondestructive Examination Personnel
for Ultrasonic Examination

An attendee asked if the condition being proposed for Code Case N-716-4 was because the
changes made from N-716-3 to this version were not being accepted. Mr. Collins answered that
this was correct, and that this was consistent with the NRC’s vote on the condition. The
attendee asked if it would have been better to maintain approval of N-716-3, and add N-716-4 to
RG 1.193 as a code case not approved for use. Mr. Collins answered that the proposed
condition to N-716-4 was the path that was ultimately chosen to address this code case.

An attendee asked if the NRC has considered the N-752-1 to N-752-2 revisions to the update
frequency of paragraph -1500 within Code Case N-752-2. Mr. Collins answered that had been
considered, but the NRC proposed condition was consistent with 10 CFR 50.69. He
recommended that any comments with additional details and supporting technical basis
regarding this proposed condition frequency could be included in a comment to the NRC.
Additionally, the attendee discussed the inclusion of the PRA update in the proposed condition
and explained it had been removed from N-752-1 due to the ASME Code not wanting to place a
requirement on plants for when to update their PRA. Mr. Collins acknowledged the change in
revision 2 of the code case but noted that it was concluded through the ASME review process
that a condition from the NRC would be the more appropriate method to set the PRA update
timeline. Hence the inclusion of the PRA update in the proposed condition.

An attendee pointed out that revisions 1 and 2 of Code Case N-716 included a restriction for
Part 52 combined license plants, which was then removed in revision 3 of the code case. The
NRC imposed a condition to this code case at the time, which has been carried over to revision
4, and was extended to Part 50 operating license plants. The attendee asked why the NRC
didn’t impose a condition on Part 50 operating license plants in revisions 1 and 2 but did so in
revisions 3 and 4. Mr. Collins answered that a comment could be provided to the NRC regarding
this topic with relevant technical basis.
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ASME OM Code Cases for Approval

Mr. Thomas Scarbrough of the NRC, a technical lead of this rulemaking, presented the ASME
OM Code cases being proposed for approval:

o OMN-32, Revision 1: Alternative Requirements for Range and Accuracy of Pressure,
Flow, and Differential Pressure Instruments Used in Pump Tests
e OMN-34: Use of a Pump Curve for Testing

The attendees did not ask any questions regarding these ASME OM Code cases.

Specific Request for Comment

Mr. Kwok presented the specific request for comment found in the Federal Register notice. The
request seeks comments regarding whether the NRC should retain the incorporation by
reference of Mandatory Appendix | of Code Case N-513-3, found in 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(1)(iii)(A).

The attendees did not ask any questions regarding this specific request for comment.

Final Questions

An attendee asked about Code Case N-659-3, which was listed as not approved for use in RG
1.193, and what performance demonstration would help resolve the NRC’s concern with this
code case. Mr. Kwok clarified that this code case was not part of the scope of the rulemaking.

An attendee asked if there would be other opportunities to discuss code cases within RG 1.193
that were addressed in previous rulemaking, in particular code case N-883. Mr. Kwok clarified
that this code case was not part of the scope of the rulemaking.

Closing

Mr. Kwok thanked everyone for their time and for participating in the question-and-answer
session. He explained the process for submitting comments on the rule provided a link to the
meeting feedback form. The meeting was adjourned.
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