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April 10, 2026 

   Reply in Reference to: NRC_2024_1220_001 
Desiree Davis, Acting Chief 
Environmental Technical Review Branch 1 
Division of Rulemaking, Environmental, 
and Financial Support 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Re: Section 106 Consultation for Demolition of Vallecitos Nuclear Center, 6705 
Vallecitos Road, Sunol, Alameda County  
 

 Dear Ms. Davis: 
 
Regarding the above referenced consultation, in its January 12, 2026, letter, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) stated that in “accordance with Title 36 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR) Section 800.8(c), the NRC intends to comply 
with Section 106 of the NHPA through the NEPA process in lieu of the procedures set 
forth in 36 CFR 800.3 through 800.6.” After receiving subsequent comments from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation (ACHP) regarding its proposal, the NRC notified both parties in a March  
16, 2026 email from Mr. Steve Koenick, that the NRC intends to follow the standard 
Section 106 compliance process found at 36 CFR 800.3 through 800.6.  
 
In order to advance this consultation in accordance with the regulations, the SHPO 
offers the following comments:   
 
Consultation Framework 
 
Please re-confirm that the NRC intends to follow the standard Section 106 process for 
this undertaking. 

 
Area of Potential Effects: 

The NRC acknowledged in its January 12, 2026 letter that it revised the Area of 
Potential Effects (APE). Please confirm that the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) 
record search covers the new APE.   
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Identification and Evaluation: 

Based on the information provided by the NRC in its January 2026 correspondence, the 
NRC determined that the General Electric Test Reactor (GETR) and the Vallecitos 
Boiling Water Reactor (VBWR) are individually eligible under National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) criteria A and C for contributions to the advancement of nuclear 
technology and as the AEC’s first licensed test and power reactors with periods of 
significance of 1958 – 1970 and 1957-1963, respectively. Although the NRC did not 
explicitly request SHPO concurrence on the determinations of eligibility in the January 
2026 correspondence, the SHPO concurs that the GETR and VBWR are individually 
eligible as proposed. 

The NRC further determined that the buildings, structures and objects at the Vallecitos 
Nuclear Center (VNC) do not retain sufficient integrity to constitute a historic district that 
is eligible for the NRHP. The SHPO does not concur with this determination. 

The SHPO finds that the VNC retains sufficient integrity to render it eligible for listing in 
the NRHP as a historic district under criteria A and C at the national level of significance 
with a period of significance of 1963-1975. The district’s setting, feeling, design, 
workmanship, materials and association is conveyed through the presence of 
approximately 25 VNC buildings and structures (two reactors, labs, offices, other 
support buildings, structures and objects) with the overall spatial relationship of these 
resources representing a pre-planned scientific campus.  

Tribal and interested parties consultation 

Please provide a summary of comments received from tribes and interested parties.  
Please also provide information that the Tribes and interested parties were afforded the 
opportunity to comment on the revised APE. Information as to how the NRC considered 
any comments received in the consultation is also requested.  

Finding of effect: 

At this time, the SHPO cannot concur with the NRC’s proposed finding of No Adverse 
Effect. As NRHP eligible buildings (GETR and VBWR) are proposed for demolition, it is 
recommended that the NRC reconsider it’s finding of effect to one of Adverse Effect. It 
is also recommended that the NRC reconsider a determination of eligibility for the 
historic district. 
 
The SHPO looks forward to continuing consultation with the NRC. 
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Please contact Ed Carroll, Historian II, at Ed.Carroll@parks.ca.gov or 916-503-8466 if 
there are any questions.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer   
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Bill Marzella, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation  
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