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Hello Sri,
 
Thank you for submitting your comment on the EA. We will include a reference to your
comment and the transmittal of this communication in the EA.
 
As you noted, the EA concludes that granting the exemption would result in no
significant impacts. This conclusion is based in part on the fact that transportation
under the exemption would not compromise the shielding performance needed to
ensure that external dose rates remain well within NRC established safety limits. The
NRC staff is preparing a safety evaluation for the proposed exemption, and I will share it
with you once it is finalized.
 
The references listed below support the technical basis for the transportation packages.
They highlight the extensive studies performed over many years demonstrating the
robustness of the containment systems and their ability to maintain safety under a range
of conditions.

NUREG-0170, Final Environmental Statement on the Transportation of Radioactive
Material by Air and Other Modes, Volumes 1 and 2, December 1977 -
ML022590355 (Package) and ML022590370

 
NUREG/CR-4829, February 1987, Shipping Container Response to Severe Highway
and Railway Accident Conditions, Volumes 1 and 2, October 1988 – ML070810403
and ML070810404

 
NUREG/CR-6672, March 2000, Reexamination of Spent Fuel Shipment Risk –
ML003698324

 
NUREG-2125, January 2014, Spent Fuel Transportation Risk Assessment – Final
Report – ML14031A323

 
If you have any additional questions, I would be happy to arrange a call to discuss
further.
 
Kind Regards,
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Christine
 
Christine Pineda
Environmental Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov
301-415-6789

 
From: Paladugu, Srikanth, ENV <srikanth.paladugu@env.nm.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:50 AM
To: Christine Pineda <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov>
Cc: ext_Bobby_Bicknell <robert.bicknell@env.nm.gov>
Subject: [External_Sender] Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Request for State comments regarding an
environmental assessment - Urenco USA

 
Hi Christine,
I had this as to-do for Monday but missed the deadline. Here is our response:
 
 
NRC's EA of the Urenco exemption request has concluded in a finding of no significant
impact (FONSI), which will allow Urenco to ship a limited number of cylinders in 2026–
2027 to a single customer under CoC No. 9362.  The Radiation Control Bureau of the
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) finds NRC's conclusions under 10CFR§
51.22(c)(13) to be reasonable.
 
Notwithstanding New Mexico's concurrence with the FONSI, the state recommends
that NRC include with the EA the calculated radiation dose rates external to the loaded
DN30 shipping containers and the relative risk (i.e., probability) of early fatality to
maximally exposed individuals resulting from the hypothetical accident.
 
 
Thank you,
Sri
 

Srikanth Paladugu, MBA, MPH, MBBS | Bureau Chief

Radiation Control Bureau | Environmental Protection Division
New Mexico Environment Department 
525 Camino De Los Marquez, Suite 1B, Santa Fe, NM 87505
e: Srikanth.Paladugu@env.nm.gov
m: (505) 660-9878
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From: Christine Pineda <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 10:27 AM
To: Paladugu, Srikanth, ENV <srikanth.paladugu@env.nm.gov>
Cc: Bicknell, Robert, ENV <Robert.Bicknell@env.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Request for State comments regarding an environmental
assessment - Urenco USA

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution
prior to clicking on links or opening attachments.

Hello,
Just confirming that the State of New Mexico has no comments on the draft EA
sent by email on March 20 (see below)?
 
Thank you,
Christine
 

From: Christine Pineda 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2026 3:07 PM
To: srikanth.paladugu@env.nm.gov
Cc: Rob Mocko <rob.mocko@nrc.gov>; Ryan Alexander <Ryan.Alexander@nrc.gov>;
'robert.bicknell@env.nm.gov' <robert.bicknell@env.nm.gov>; Keion Henry
<Keion.Henry@nrc.gov>; Daneira Meléndez-Colón <daneira.melendez-
colon@nrc.gov>
Subject: Request for State comments regarding an environmental assessment -
Urenco USA

 
Dear Srikanth Paladugu:
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) to request your review of the attached draft environmental
assessment (EA) regarding a licensing action for the Urenco USA uranium
enrichment facility in Lea County, New Mexico. Please review the draft EA
and let me know if you have any comments as soon as possible or by April
6, 2026. 

 
The NRC staff has developed the EA to assess the impacts to the
environment from the proposed action, which is an exemption from
regulations in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations 10 CFR 71.17(c)
(2) and 71.17(c)(3) pertaining to the use of 30B cylinder within the DN30
transportation package, which is limited to 5 wt. percent U-235. Specifically,
the exemption would allow Urenco to transport UF6 at an enrichment of
greater than 5 but less than 10 wt. percent U-235, using the 30B cylinders
within the DN30 transportation packages. The proposed exemption would be
limited to transporting approximately 40 to 50 cylinders in 2026-2027 to a
single customer. Urenco submitted this request in a letter dated October 8,
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2025 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System Accession
No. ML25281A317).
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns. 

 
Sincerely,
Christine Pineda
 
Christine Pineda
Environmental Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov
301-415-6789
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