UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

February 12, 2026

MEMORANDUM TO: Michael Wentzel, Chief
Advanced Reactor Policy Branch
Division of Advanced Reactors and Non-power
Production and Utilization Facilities
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Kristin McElwee, Project Manager IRA/
Advanced Reactor Policy Branch
Division of Advanced Reactors and Non-power
Production and Utilization Facilities
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JANUARY 15, 2026, PUBLIC MEETING,
“‘PERIODIC ADVANCED REACTOR STAKEHOLDER MEETING”

Meeting Information:

Public Meeting Notice Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS)
Accession No.: ML26012A382

Presentation Slides ADAMS Accession No.: ML26013A048

On January 15, 2026, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a hybrid
information public meeting with a question-and-answer session with stakeholders to discuss
advanced reactor topics. The purpose of these periodic advanced reactor stakeholder meetings
is to share information and discuss topics related to the licensing and regulation of advanced
reactors with the nuclear industry and other stakeholders.

Meeting Attendees: See the enclosure for a list of meeting attendees.

CONTACT:  Kristin McElwee, NRR/DANU
301-415-3703


https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26012A382
https://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/main.jsp?AccessionNumber=ML26013A048
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Meeting Summary:

On January 15, 2026, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held an information
meeting with a question-and-answer session with stakeholders to discuss advanced reactor
topics. The following are the topics that were presented:

Release of a new Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) memo titled,
“Expectations for NRC Staff Involvement with Prospective NRC License Applicants
Planning to Refer to Department of Energy (DOE) and Department of War (DOW)
Authorization Processes” (ML25322A208), presented by NRC staff

Introduction of Nuclear Energy Maritime Organization (NEMO) mission and activities
presented by NEMO members

Overview of a Pilot Program for an applicant prepared Environmental Document
presented by NRC staff

Overview of Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) report 25-08, “Graded Approach to Seismic
Hazard Analysis and Corresponding Site Investigations for Licensing Nuclear Power
Plants,” presented by Jon Facemire from NEI

Introduction of Risk-Informed Technical Specifications 2026 NEI project presented by
Jon Facemire from NEI

For each topic listed above, the NRC staff provided information and allotted time for stakeholder
comments and questions. Key discussion points of the meeting included:

The NRC staff provided an overview of the status of advanced reactor licensing
activities, including the approval of the final safety evaluation for TerraPower’s
Kemmerer Unit 1, issuance of a draft white paper describing preliminary staff views on
high level strategies and guidance for the oversight framework for microreactors during
the operations phase, issuance of a NRR memo on NRC staff engagement with
developers planning to reference DOE and DOW authorizations and other recent
stakeholder engagement efforts.

The NRC staff provided an overview of the NRR memo: “Expectations for NRC Staff
Involvement with Prospective NRC License Applicants Planning to Refer to DOE and
DOW Authorization Processes” (ML25322A208). The memo provides expectations
around NRC staff involvement with prospective applicants planning to utilize a prior DOE
or DOW reactor facility authorization when pursuing NRC licensing of a same or similar
design.

o The NRC is taking action to enable leveraging information from DOE and DOW
reactor pilot project authorizations in future NRC licensing activities and stated
that the expectation is that early interactions with the NRC will yield significant
benefits, including increased efficiency and reduced review durations.

o NRC staff clarified that the NRC is not party to the decision-making involved in
the DOE authorization process and that the NRC can observe selected portions
of the process at the prospective applicants’ election, with the intent of achieving
greater efficiency in subsequent NRC licensing proceedings.

o A member of the public asked if the NRC could provide more details on projects
on a specific Air Force base. NRC staff responded that they were unable to
speak about specifics of projects under DOE or DOW purview, but that there



https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2532/ML25322A208.pdf
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2532/ML25322A208.pdf
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would be support for any base that is selected regardless of plans that any
services chooses and how they might be deployed.

A member of the public expressed overall concern with the NRC’s involvement in
the DOE authorization process. The NRC emphasized that all agencies are
mutually aligned that only safe reactor designs will be authorized. The NRC will
verify required regulations are met for any new reactor that is licensed and that
NRC leadership is committed to making independent safety decisions.

NRC staff emphasized that the developer should keep the endpoint in mind and
aim to maximize the overlap between the DOE authorization requirements and
NRC licensing requirements.

A member of the public asked whether the NRC'’s involvement in the DOE
process would impact the already short timeframe expectation with DOE’s
review. NRC staff responded that the NRC process is not part of the DOE
process and stated that the intent of the observation is not to interfere with DOE’s
review and authorization and should therefore not have an impact on the
timeframe.

Scott Edwards and Meg Dowling of NEMO gave a presentation that introduced the
mission of NEMO and their ongoing activities. The presentation stated that the mission
of the organization is to help national and international regulators create appropriate
future-oriented standards and rules for the deployment, operation and decommissioning
of floating nuclear power allowing floating nuclear power solutions to be deployed with
the highest standards of safety, security, and environmental justice.

O

O

Their presentation highlighted future uses of maritime nuclear uses to include
floating nuclear power plant and future nuclear propulsion on commercial ships.
Their presentation also included a summary of the members and organizations
that comprise NEMO and an overview of the three workings groups focused on
maritime regulations to include Nuclear Safety, Security and Safeguards and
Maritime Nuclear Liability.

Their presentation covered current efforts in International maritime regulatory
development and an introduction to classification societies.

A member of the NRC’s maritime nuclear team presented an overview of NRC’s
Maritime Nuclear efforts including efforts across the U.S. Government and
internationally. NRC staff emphasized that early engagement with the NRC is
essential for interested stakeholders.

The NRC staff gave a presentation on applicant prepared draft environmental
documents and an overview of the pilot program currently underway to implement and
evaluate the applicant prepared draft Environmental Impact Statements under the
National Environmental Policy Act.

O

O

O

The presentation provided the legislative drivers for this effort and a status of
NRC activities to address these legislative drivers.

The presentation provided an overview of the applicant prepared draft
environmental document process and highlighted the expected benefits of the
proposed process and the responsibilities of all parties involved in the NRC’s
pilot initiative.

A member of the public asked if there will be any additional guidance from the
NRC on this topic, comparable to something in Regulatory Guide 4.2
“Preparation of Environmental Reports for Nuclear Power Stations”
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(ML18071A400). NRC staff responded that more guidance will be forthcoming
and that Regulatory Guide 4.2 would be a great place to start for guidance.

A member of the public asked to what extent will the NRC be able to leverage
information provided by applicants in the DOE authorization process. NRC staff
responded that they will use information to the maximum extent possible.

A member of the public asked what the pilot program itself would look like, and
would it be focused on just one applicant, or is the plan to include more in the
future. NRC staff responded that the NRC is working with one applicant for now
as part of the pilot program. For applicants in the future, the key to efficiency
would be to engage the NRC as soon as possible so staff can go through draft
documents. This will be one of the biggest time saving efforts and save a lot of
back end work. NRC staff emphasized the importance of early engagement with
the NRC.

e Jon Facemire of NEI provided an overview of NEI 25-08 technical report “Graded
Approach to Seismic Hazard Analysis and Corresponding Site Investigations for
Licensing Nuclear Power Plants” (ML25335A211).

o The presentation summarized the motivation and objectives of the project and a

summary of the proposed approach.

o The presenter discussed that the next step for this project is to engage with NRC

staff to solicit feedback on the report in quarter two of 2026.

e Jon Facemire of NEI provided an overview of the Risk Informed Technical Specifications
2026 NEI Project. The presentation covered the motivation behind the project and the
key objectives. The presentation also included a planned high level outline of the
guidance.

o The presenter asked NRC staff if there anything in the proposed guidance outline

that may conflict with the planned rulemakings. NRC staff stated that it was
difficult to provide feedback at this time, as the Executive Order had specific
timelines in it and that once we publish what is in the rulemaking we would be
able to provide more feedback. NRC staff stated that overall, there was not a
concern on the planned path forward and anticipates no significant conflict.

Stakeholders provided feedback on several topics and asked clarifying questions. NRC staff
stated that the feedback was appreciated. No additional follow-up actions were identified.

The NRC staff conducted the meeting in accordance with NRC Management Directive 3.5,
“Attendance at NRC Staff-Sponsored Meetings” (ADAMS Accession No. ML21180A271).

To see information regarding previously held periodic advanced reactor stakeholder public
meetings, please visit the NRC’s public website at https://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-
reactors/advanced/stakeholder-engagement/meetings.html.

No regulatory decisions were made as a result of this meeting.

Enclosure: List of Meeting Attendees
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Michael Wentzel U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
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