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Senior Manager
Fleet Regulatory Assurance - Licensing
Tel 601-368-5102

CNRO2026-00004 10 CFR 50.12

January 22, 2026

ATTN: Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Subject: Request for Exemption from the Requirements of 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii)

Arkansas Nuclear One, Units 1 and 2
NRC Docket Nos. 50-313 and 50-368
Renewed Facility Operating License Nos. DPR-51 and NPF-6

Grand Gulf Nuclear Station, Unit 1
NRC Docket No. 50-416
Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-29

River Bend Station, Unit 1
NRC Docket No. 50-458
Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-47

Waterford Steam Electric Station, Unit 3
NRC Docket No. 50-382
Renewed Facility Operating License No. NPF-38

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.12, "Specific exemptions," Entergy Operations, Inc. (Entergy), requests
an exemption to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii) and 10 CFR 50.55a(y) to update
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code of Record for the Section Xl
activity programs (e.g., Inservice Inspection (I1Sl), Repair/Replacement (RR), Pressure Test
(PT), Containment ISI (CISI) and Non-Destructive Examinations (NDE)) for Arkansas Nuclear
One, Units 1 and 2 (ANO-1 and ANO-2), Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS), River Bend
Station (RBS) and Waterford Steam Electric Station, Unit 3 (WF3). Entergy desires to have all
its operating units' ASME Section Xl activity programs on the same 10-year commence date
and to the same edition and addenda of Section Xl| of the ASME Code. To accomplish this,
Entergy requests an exemption to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii) and 10 CFR 50.55a(y) to extend the
current ASME, Section XI ISI, CISI, R/R, PT and NDE program intervals by approximately 24
months for ANO-1, GGNS, RBS, and WF3.

Exemptions are requested for the remainder of each plant's extended ISI interval. The details of
the 10 CFR 50.12 request are enclosed.
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Entergy is not requesting an exemption to 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(ii) to use ASME Code Case N-921;
however, applicable lessons learned from the approval of Code Case N-921 are applied in this
request. Specifically, it was noted that the NRC's Final Rule noticed in the Federal Register
reiterated the rational underlying N-921 Condition 2 (Reference 1):

There are complications associated with extending the ISl interval mid-interval. For
instance, licensees wanting to extend the ISI interval mid-interval would need to evaluate
all NRC-approved alternatives to determine if they should be resubmitted, especially
considering that NRC may have granted the alternative assuming a 10-year ISI interval.

Attached to the Enclosure is Entergy's evaluation of all the relief requests / requests for
alternatives for the ASME Section Xl activities for ANO-1, ANO-2, GGNS, RBS and WF3 for the
current 10-year interval. Reviews of the approved relief request / request for alternative for the
Entergy fleet have determined that the only item requiring additional attention is the GGNS
request for alternative examination of Reactor Pressure Vessel (RPV) circumferential shell
welds that will require resubmission for the Period of Extended Operation.

Review and approval of these exemptions is requested by August 1, 2026, to support the plan
updates for GGNS, RBS and WF3.

There are no new regulatory commitments established in this submittal.

If there are any questions or if additional information is needed, please contact me at
601-368-5102.

Respecitfully,

HHA Digitally signed by
Phlllp Philip Couture

Date: 2026.01.22

Couture 13:59:27 -06'00'
Phil Couture

PC/rwc

Reference:

Final Rule, American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code Cases and Update Frequency,
89 Federal Register 58039, dated July 17, 2024.
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Enclosure: Description of Exemption Request

CC:

Attachments to Enclosure

Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests / Requests for Alternative for ANO-1
Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests / Requests for Alternative for ANO-2
Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests / Requests for Alternative for GGNS
Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests / Requests for Alternative for RBS
Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests / Requests for Alternative for WF3

abrwn=

NRC Region IV Regional Administrator
NRC Senior Resident Inspector — ANO, GGNS, RBS, WF3

NRC Project Manager — ANO, GGNS, RBS, WF3, Entergy Fleet



Enclosure
CNRO2026-00004

Description of Exemption Request
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DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPTION REQUEST

l. Description

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.12, "Specific exemptions," Entergy Operations, Inc. (Entergy), is
requesting NRC approval of exemptions from 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii) and 10 CFR 50.55a(y)
requirements to update the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code of Record
for the Section Xl activity programs (e.g., Inservice Inspection (I1Sl), Repair/Replacement (R/R),
Pressure Test (PT), Containment ISI (CISI), and Non-Destructive Examinations (NDE)) for
Arkansas Nuclear One, Units 1 and 2 (ANO-1 and ANO-2), Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS),
River Bend Station (RBS) and Waterford Steam Electric Station, Unit 3 (WF3) (e.g., the Entergy
fleet).

10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii) states in part Applicable ISI Code: Successive code of record
intervals. Inservice examination of components and system pressure tests conducted during
successive code of record intervals must comply with the requirements of the latest edition and
addenda of the ASME Code incorporated by reference in paragraph (a) of this section no more
than 18 months before the start of the code of record interval.

10 CFR 50.55a(y) defines the ISl interval as 10 years following the previous inspection interval
by reference to IWA-2431 of the ASME Code, Section XI 2009 Addenda and later.

The exemption request, if granted, would allow ANO-1, GGNS, RBS, and WF3 to extend the
current ASME, Section XI ISI, R/R, PT, CISI, and NDE program intervals by approximately
24 months. Entergy will continue to meet all requirements of the 2007 edition with the 2008
addenda and any applicable NRC conditions in 10 CFR 50.55a.

This exemption request once approved will allow Entergy to have all the ASME Section Xl
programs to the same edition and addenda of the ASME Code. In addition, it will allow Entergy
to have a consistent re-baseline the pattern of ASME Code, Section Xl ISl intervals.

Exemptions are requested for the remainder of each plant’s extended ISl interval. The
proposed exemption request does not impact the Inservice Testing (IST) or snubber programs
which are implemented as part of the ASME Operation and Maintenance Code. The technical
justification supporting the request is provided in the following sections.
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Il. Background

The current code of record for the referenced plants is outlined in Table below.

Plant Current ISI Code of Record Start Date Current End Date
Interval
ANO-1 5th 2007 edition with the May 31, 2017 May 20, 2027
2008 addenda
ANO-2 5th 2007 edition with the March 26, 2020 March 25, 2030
2008 addenda
GGNS 4th 2007 edition with the December 1, 2017 | November 30, 2027
2008 addenda
RBS 4th 2007 edition with the December 1, 2017 | November 30, 2027
2008 addenda
WF3 4th 2007 edition with the December 1, 2017 | November 30, 2027
2008 addenda

Entergy is required to update each unit's 120-month ISI| program to the latest Edition and
Addenda of the ASME Code, Section Xl, approved by the NRC as referenced in
10 CFR 50.55a(a).

As can be seen in the table above, currently the Entergy fleet is using the same Code of
Record. This required Entergy to request alternatives for ANO-2. See References 1 and 2. To
eliminate the burden of preparing and reviewing similar requests in the future, Entergy is
requesting an exemption to extend the current interval for ANO-1, GGNS, RBS and WF3 until
November 30, 2029, approximately 24 months. The ANO-2 interval would be reduced by
approximately 4 months, such that the interval would end on November 30, 2029. This
termination is independent of any code allowed interval modifications allowed by ASME Code,
Section XI, IWA-2430.

Although this request is not to utilize ASME Code Case N-921, there are several points worth
mentioning that will be addressed in this request.

On July 17, 2024, the NRC issued a final rule that included new approved code cases and
update frequencies (Reference 3). Amongst the modifications in the Final Rule were revisions
to 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(ii), which approves NRC Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.147, Revision 21,
"Inservice Inspection Code Case Acceptability, ASME Section Xl, Division 1," issued March of
2024 to be incorporated by reference into the regulation. RG 1.147, Revision 21, conditionally
approved Code Case N-921. Code Case N-921 establishes a 12-year ISl interval for Inservice
Inspection programs.

Code Case N-921 was approved subject to the following conditions:

1) The licensee’s code of record for the ISI program must be the 2017 Edition of
Section Xl or later, in order to apply this code case.

2) This code case can only be implemented at the beginning of an ISI interval as part of
a routine update of the ISI program.
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3) This code case cannot be used to modify the examination schedules for augmented
inspections under 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(ii)-

4) The exceptions of IWB-2411(a), IWC-2411(a), and IWD-2411(a) also apply to
Table 1 of this code case.

This exemption request is to extend ISl intervals for ANO-1 GGNS, RBS, and WF3 mid-interval,
not at the beginning of an interval and Entergy is requesting to remain on the current Code of
Record, 2007 edition with the 2008 addenda. Based on these points, Entergy does not meet
the first two conditions listed by the NRC to utilize Code Case N-921.

Entergy did note that the NRC Final Rule noticed in the Federal Register reiterated the rationale
underlying N-921 Condition 2 (Reference 4):

There are complications associated with extending the ISl interval mid-interval. For
instance, licensees wanting to extend the ISI interval mid-interval would need to evaluate
all NRC-approved alternatives to determine if they should be resubmitted, especially
considering that NRC may have granted the alternative assuming a 10-year ISI interval.

This extension will not alter the pattern of inspections at each site. All examinations required to
be completed during the current interval will be completed prior to the current end date. The
same pattern of inspections will be upheld in the time extension described in this letter. See
Section Il below for additional information regarding future examinations and acceptance
criteria.

Attachments 1 through 5 to this Enclosure provides the status of the relief requests / requests
for alternatives for ANO-1, ANO-2, GGNS, RBS and WF3, respectively.

Some of the requests included in Attachments 1 through 5 were approved for the current
interval. The dates provided in these letters were estimated at the time the relief was submitted.
Entergy has determined these requests are not required to be resubmitted as part of extending
the interval for the applicable stations.

lll. Basis for Approval of Exemption Request

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.12, the Commission may, upon application by any interested
person or upon its own initiative, grant exemptions from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50
which are authorized by law, will not present an undue risk to the public health and safety, and
are consistent with the common defense and security. The Commission will not consider
granting an exemption unless special circumstances are present.

As discussed below, this exemption request satisfies the provisions of 10 CFR 50.12.

a) Authorized by law

These exemptions would allow Entergy to align its current operating nuclear fleet to work to
the same Code of Record and operate on the same ISl interval. The NRC acknowledged
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the appropriateness of submitting an exemption in lieu of a relief request in response to
public comments made during the NRC review and conditional approval of ASME Code
Case N-921. Granting the proposed exemption will not result in a violation of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, and will not present an undue risk to public health and
safety and is consistent with the common defense and security. Therefore, the exemptions
are authorized by law.

b) Will not present an undue risk to public health and safety

Any potential burden associated with aligning the ISI intervals for the Entergy fleet only
impacts time and resources for managing the ISI programs and does not impact public
health and safety. Therefore, these exemptions will not present an undue risk to public
health and safety.

c) Consistent with the common defense and security

The proposed exemptions would allow Entergy to align the current operating nuclear fleet to
work to the same Code of Record and has no relation to security. The proposed
exemptions will not adversely affect Entergy’s ability to physically secure the sites and
facilities and to protect special nuclear material. Therefore, the common defense and
security is not affected by these exemptions.

d) Special circumstances are present

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.12(a)(2), the NRC will not consider granting an exemption to
its regulations unless special circumstances are present.

(i) Application of the regulation in the particular circumstances would not serve the
underlying purpose of the rule or is not necessary to achieve the underlying purpose of
the rule.

Entergy desires to have all current operating plants on the same Code of Record and
start dates for the interval for ASME Section Xl activities (e.g., I1SI, R/R, PT, CISI, and
NDE). This has been accomplished in the past where ANO-1, GGNS, RBS and WF3
would update to the latest approved edition of ASME Section Xl as referenced in

10 CFR 50.55a and two alternative relief requests would be submitted in accordance
with 10 CFR 50.55a(z)(2) to have the Entergy fleet operating to the same Code of
Record. This was accomplished most recently in Reference 1 and 2.

Based upon the precedence of the referenced approved relief requests for current and
previous inspection intervals, the staff understands the hardship of working to different
ASME codes within one operating fleet. This exemption request is made to reduce
regulatory burden with review of multiple requests that will be required to maintain the
Entergy fleet on the same Code of Record.
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As outlined above, the NRC expressed concerns that allowing mid-cycle implementation
of Code Case N-921 would result in a “significant burden” and identified the specific
concerns underlying this assertion:

¢ licensees would need to evaluate all NRC-approved alternatives to determine if they
should be resubmitted

With respect to the need to evaluate previously approved alternates that were based on
a 10-year ISl interval, this would not be a significant burden and in fact Entergy has
already performed this evaluation. Entergy performed a review of all previously
authorized alternatives (relief requests) for ANO-1, GGNS, RBS and WF3 and assessed
the impact of extending the interval to November 20, 2029, on the technical basis
supporting each alternative. The results of this assessment determined that there is no
significant impact to the technical basis supporting any of the previously approved
alternatives. The full assessment of each previously approved alternative and impact of
transitioning to an extended interval on the supporting technical basis is included in the
Attachments of this exemption request.

The proposed exemptions will allow implementation of the ASME 2007 edition with the
2008 addenda for the extended ISI intervals for the plants listed above. The proposed
exemptions do not include an alternative to the ASME Section Xl requirements to
distribute examinations among the three inspection periods of the current interval.
Examinations completed during the proposed extension will be done to the 2007 edition
with the 2008 addenda (including acceptance criteria) but will not be credited to 3™
period compliance. The first and/or second outage scope, as applicable from the start of
the current interval at each site, will be repeated during the requested extension for IS,
CISl and PT. All pressure tests that are typically performed outside of refueling outages
will be completed between the end of the current interval and the end of the requested
extension.

All examinations currently required will be completed prior to the end of the currently
scheduled interval for all Entergy plants. Following completion of the current interval
required examinations, each site will perform the same pattern of examinations from the
first inspection period as discussed above.

All examinations will be completed for ANO-2 and terminating early will not affect
completion of all currently required code examinations.

Therefore, because the concern identified by the NRC in establishing Condition 2 for the
approval for use of Code Case N-921 has been addressed by Entergy, the underlying
purpose of the rule would continue to be achieved when allowing the extension of the
current ISl interval for ANO-1, GGNS, RBS, and WF3, the special circumstance of

10 CFR 50.12(a)(2)(ii) is present.
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(iii) Compliance would result in undue hardship or other costs that are significantly in excess
of those contemplated when the regulation was adopted, or that are significantly in
excess of those incurred by others similarly situated.

The Commission has explained that the application of Criterion iii, undue hardship, is
narrow. As the Commission stated in the 1985 rule adopting the current exemption
criteria, this special circumstance was "intended to provide equitable treatment to
applicants or licensees who, because of some unusual circumstance, are affected in a
manner different than that of other similarly situated licensees or applicants."

Entergy will, in fact, be subjected to undue hardship because of the requirement to
update to a new code edition for some of its fleet, creating the hardship condition where
multiple codes are required across the Entergy fleet.

Therefore, compliance with Section 50.55a(a)(3)(ii) would result in undue hardship and
Special Circumstance 50.12(a)(2)(iii) is present.

(vi) There is present any other other material circumstance not considered when the
regulation was adopted for which it would be in the public interest to grant an exemption.

There are material circumstances that are present. The current rules in place of
updating to the latest code of record do not include any provisions related to the
hardship of having sites within one fleet operating to different editions of the ASME
Code. As mentioned above, this hardship has been managed with a series of relief
requests. See References 1 and 2.

On May 31, 2017, ANO-1, and on November 30, 2017, GGNS, RBS, and WF3, updated
the respective ISI programs to the 2007 Edition through the 2008 Addenda of Section Xl
in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii). Under the provisions of
Reference 2, ANO-2 was approved to use ASME Section XI, 2007 Edition through the
2008 Addenda for the performance of ISI, R/R, PT, CISI, and NDE activities
commencing on December 1, 2017, through the end of the fourth ISI interval in order to
allow continued use of common Entergy procedures, processes, training, knowledge,
and technical skills. This provision was limited to the remainder of the fourth ISl interval
and does not apply to the fifth I1SI interval.

Reference 2 permitted ANO-2 to continue the use of the 2007 edition with the 2008
addenda for the remainder of the fifth 10-year inspection interval: thereby allowing
Entergy the ability to continue utilizing common Entergy procedures, processes, training,
knowledge, and technical sKkills.

Based upon the interval dates for the Entergy plants, Entergy will be required to develop
and maintain multiple separate and unique ASME Section XI programs. The
requirements minimize the potential for using shared resources of other Entergy sites,
present human factors concern when applying different criteria to the operating units and
prevent the use of common site and fleet procedures.
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Although many changes occurred in ASME Section XI between the 2007 Edition through
the 2008 Addenda and the 2021 Edition, both editions continue to ensure an acceptable
level of quality and safety. In addition, the changes were not incorporated to address a
deficiency in the Code that adversely impacted safety. Note that the Augmented ISI
requirements in 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(ii) that have been deemed by the NRC as
necessary to provide added assurance of structural reliability will continue to be met.
Entergy will continue to comply with all applicable requirements and conditions
mandated by 10 CFR 50.55a

Entergy believes that continued application of the 2007 Edition through the 2008
Addenda of ASME Section XI will enhance the effective management and
implementation of the ASME Section XI programs. Approval of this request supports
Entergy’s ability to maximize efficiencies and optimizes the use of internal operating
experience because five units will be utilizing common procedures, processes, training,
and knowledge.

Therefore, there are material circumstances present and not considered when
10 CFR 50.55a(g)(4)(ii) was issued.

IV. Environmental Consideration

The proposed exemptions meet the eligibility criterion for categorical exclusion set forth in

10 CFR 51.22(c)(25), because the proposed exemptions involve: (1) no significant hazards
consideration; (2) no significant change in the types or significant increase in the amounts of
any effluents that may be released offsite; (3) no significant increase in individual or cumulative
public or occupational radiation exposure; (4) no significant construction impact; (5) no
significant increase in the potential for or consequences from radiological accidents; and (6) the
requirements involve requirements of an administrative nature. Therefore, pursuant to

10 CFR 51.22(b), no environmental impact statement or environmental assessment need to be
prepared in connection with the proposed exemptions.

A. No Significant Hazards Consideration Determination

For the reasons discussed below, Entergy concludes that the requested exemptions do not
present any significant hazards, and therefore, consistent with 10 CFR 50.92, a finding of "no
significant hazards consideration" is warranted.

1. The requested exemptions do not involve a significant increase in the probability or
consequences of an accident previously evaluated.

The proposed exemptions would allow the Entergy fleet to end their ISI interval on a
common date, allowing Entergy to update the ISI programs to a common edition of the
ASME Code and retain common procedures for all five units. The requested exemptions
have no effect on plant structures, systems, and components (SSCs) and no effect on the
capability of any plant SSC to perform its design function. The proposed exemptions would
not increase the likelihood of the malfunction of any plant SSC. The proposed exemptions
would have no effect on any of the previously evaluated accidents in the ANO-1, ANO-2,
GGNS, RBS or WF3 Updated Safety Analysis Reports. Ending the individual Entergy sites'
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ISI program on a common date as contemplated under the exemptions will not affect the
probability of occurrence of any previously analyzed accident. Therefore, the requested
exemptions do not involve a significant increase in the probability or consequences of an
accident previously evaluated.

2. The requested exemptions do not create the possibility of a new or different kind of
accident from any accident previously evaluated.

The proposed exemptions do not involve a physical alteration of the plants. No new or
different type of equipment will be installed, and there are no physical modifications to
existing equipment associated with the proposed exemptions. Similarly, the proposed
exemptions will not physically change any SSCs involved in the mitigation of any accidents.
Thus, no new initiators or precursors of a new or different kind of accident are created.
Furthermore, the proposed exemptions do not create the possibility of a new accident as a
result of new failure modes associated with any equipment or personnel failures. No
changes are being made to parameters within which the Units are normally operated, or in
the setpoints which initiate protective or mitigative actions, and no new failure modes are
being introduced. Therefore, the proposed exemptions do not create the possibility of a
new or different kind of accident from any accident previously evaluated.

3. The requested exemptions do not involve a significant reduction in a margin of safety.

The requested exemptions do not alter the design basis or any safety limits for the plants.
The proposed exemptions do not impact station operation or any plant SSC that is relied
upon for accident mitigation. Therefore, they do not involve a significant reduction in a
margin of safety.

For the reasons discussed above, Entergy concludes that the proposed exemptions present no
significant hazards consideration, and, accordingly, a finding of "no significant hazards
consideration” is justified.

B. There is no significant change in the types or significant increase in the amounts of any
effluents that may be released offsite.

There are no changes in the types, characteristics, or quantities of effluents discharged to
the environment associated with the requested exemptions. There are no materials or
chemicals introduced into the Units that could affect the characteristics or types of effluents
released offsite. In addition, the method of operation of waste processing systems will not
be affected by the exemptions. The proposed exemptions will not result in changes to the
design basis requirements of SSCs that function to limit or monitor the release of effluents.
All the SSCs associated with limiting the release of effluents will continue to be able to
perform their functions. Therefore, the proposed exemptions will not result in any significant
change to the types or significant increase in the amount of any effluent that may be
released offsite.
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C. There is no significant increase in individual or cumulative public or occupational radiation
exposure.

The proposed exemptions do not involve any physical alterations to the plant configuration
of the Units or any changes to the operation of the Units that could lead to a significant
increase in individual or cumulative occupational radiation exposure.

D. There is no significant construction impact.
No construction activities are associated with the proposed exemptions.

E. There is no significant increase in the potential for or consequences from radiological
accidents.

See the no significant hazards considerations discussion in Section A above.

F. The requirements from which the exemptions are sought involve surety, insurance or
indemnity requirements or other requirements of an administrative nature.

The underlying purpose of the requirements from which the exemptions are sought is to
extend the five Entergy units' ISI programs beyond the 10-year update requirement and
provide a common end date for the ISI| programs, such the all the programs can be updated
to the same ASME Code of Record. This is administrative in nature.

Accordingly, the requested exemptions meet the eligibility criterion for categorical exclusion, and
therefore, the preparation of an environmental impact statement or environmental assessment
is not required in this case.

V. Conclusion

Based on current ISI examination and testing requirements, the exemption requested will allow
Entergy to better utilize resources while implementing the remaining examinations and tests
across future outages and inspection periods while still meeting the purpose of the rule.
Entergy will continue to meet the ASME Section Xl requirements to distribute examinations
among the remaining inspection periods completing all current interval examination
requirements prior to the current end date and will repeat the first period examination
requirements after the conclusion of the currently scheduled interval.

As demonstrated above, Entergy considers that this exemption request is in accordance with
the criteria of 10 CFR 50.12. Specifically, the requested exemptions are authorized by law, will
not present an undue risk to the public health and safety, and is consistent with the common
defense and security. Additionally, special circumstances are present as previously described.
Based on the nature of this exemption request, Entergy has concluded that granting this
exemption will not influence the quality of human health or the environment.
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VI. Reference
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NRC letter to Entergy, "Arkansas Nuclear One, Unit 2, Request for Alternative
ANO2-ISI1-021 to Permit Continued Application of the 2007 Edition through the 2008
Addenda of the ASME Code (EPID-L-LLA-0122)," ML19156A400, (2CNA09619),
dated June 11, 2019.

Final Rule, American Society of Mechanical Engineers Code Cases and Update Frequency,
89 Fed. Reg. 58039 dated July 17, 2024.

NRC Responses to Public Comments, Final Rule: American Society of Mechanical
Engineers Code Cases and Update Frequency, ML23291A328, dated March 2024.
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Enclosure, Attachment 5
CNRO2026-00004
Applicable ISI Program Relief Requests /

Requests for Alternative
for WF3
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