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Frequently Asked Questions  
The NRC staff is planning to update NUREG-2155, “Implementation Guidance for 10 CFR Part 
37, Physical Protection of Category 1 and Category 2 Quantities of Radioactive Material, 
Revision 2” to conform with the proposed rule, “Modernizing Requirements Relating to Physical 
Protection of Category 1 and Category 2 Quantities of Radioactive Material” (Docket ID: NRC-
2025-1238; RIN 3150-AL51). These updates will be made in a future revision of the guidance 
rather than concurrently with the proposed rule. In the interim, the NRC has developed draft 
guidance that provides answers to frequently asked questions that will be added to NRC’s 
public website.  

An NRC licensee is responsible for designating a reviewing official in accordance with 10 
CFR 37.23(b)(2). Is an NRC licensee required to document in its certification that its 
designated reviewing official is trustworthy and reliable after making that determination? 

Yes. Once a licensee completes the background investigation for an individual and determines 
that the individual is trustworthy and reliable, the licensee must provide a certification, under 
oath or affirmation, stating that the designated reviewing official is trustworthy and reliable. The 
NRC will verify licensee compliance with this requirement during routine inspections. 

Under 10 CFR 37.23(h), a licensee must also retain documentation supporting this 
determination for 3 years after the individual no longer requires unescorted access to category 1 
or category 2 quantities of radioactive material. 

Is a licensee required to conduct a reinvestigation every 10 years for individuals who 
have unescorted access to category 1 or category 2 quantities of radioactive material?  

No. A licensee is no longer required to conduct a 10-year reinvestigation for individuals with 
unescorted access to category 1 or category 2 quantities of radioactive material. 

Under 10 CFR 37.23(e)(4), a reviewing official for a licensee may terminate or administratively 
withdraw an individual’s unescorted access authorization at any time based on new information 
obtained after the initial background investigation. This authority allows a licensee to take timely 
action without waiting for a scheduled reinvestigation. 

How frequently should a licensee provide refresher training? 

Under 10 CFR 37.43(c)(3), a licensee must provide refresher training at least once every 3 
years, or sooner if there are significant changes to the security program.  

Examples of significant changes include relocation of security zones, changes to physical 
security systems, and updates to response procedures.  A licensee should ensure all individuals 
responsible for implementing the security program are aware of and understand the changes. 

May a licensee coordinate with the local law enforcement agency (LLEA) more frequently 
than every 3 years? 

Yes.  A licensee may coordinate with the LLEA more frequently than every 3 years, especially 
when there are changes that may affect the potential vulnerability of the material to theft, 
sabotage, or diversion. Examples of such changes include relocation of a security zone, 
changes to access control points or physical barriers, and modifications to alarm systems. 



2 
 

If a licensee is not required to perform weekly verification of a category 2 quantity of 
radioactive material, how can it detect if the material has been removed? 

Although weekly verification is no longer required, a licensee must still ensure that any 
unauthorized removal, misuse, or diversion of a category 2 quantity of radioactive material can 
be promptly detected. In many cases, such as with radiography devices, the material is routinely 
used and observed during daily operations. This frequent handling can effectively serve the 
same purpose as weekly verification by providing regular confirmation of the material’s 
presence. Additionally, under 10 CFR 37.49, a licensee is required to maintain the ability to 
monitor, detect, assess, and respond to unauthorized access or removal of radioactive material. 
These performance-based requirements remain essential to maintaining a robust physical 
protection program. 

Is a licensee required to have backup communication and data systems in case the 
primary systems fail? 

While 10 CFR 37.49 does not specifically require backup systems, it does require a licensee to 
maintain the ability to monitor, detect, assess, and respond to any actual or attempted 
unauthorized removal of radioactive material. To meet this requirement, a licensee must ensure 
that its communication and data systems remain functional and reliable. In practice, many 
licensees implement alternative communication methods, such as radios, cell phones, or 
landlines, and backup data transmission capabilities to ensure continuity of operations during 
outages or equipment failures. These measures help maintain compliance with the 
performance-based requirements in 10 CFR 37.49 and support timely response to security 
events. 

If a licensee is not required to implement a maintenance and testing program, how can it 
ensure that intrusion alarms, associated communication systems, and other physical 
components remain functional and ready to perform when needed? 

Although a maintenance and testing program is no longer specifically required, a licensee is still 
obligated under 10 CFR 37.49 to ensure that its security systems are capable of detecting, 
assessing, and responding to unauthorized removal of radioactive material. This performance-
based requirement inherently demands that intrusion detection systems and alarms remain 
functional. In some cases, licensees can ensure during normal operations that malfunctions, 
such as failed sensors or communication issues, could be quickly identified and addressed 
promptly by the licensee.  

For vehicles or trailers containing category 1 or category 2 quantities of radioactive 
material, can a licensee rely on the removal of an ignition key to disable the vehicle or 
trailer when not under direct control and constant surveillance by the licensee? 

Yes. A licensee can rely on the removal of an ignition key to disable the vehicle or trailer due to 
advancements in vehicle ignition and disabling technologies. Most modern vehicles now 
incorporate transponder (chip) keys or electronic fobs that automatically disable the ignition 
system when removed, effectively immobilizing the vehicle. A transponder key or electronic fob 
is recognizable only by the vehicle’s programmed computer. Only this specific transponder key 
or electronic fob can be used to enter and start the vehicle. Licensees should maintain 
controlled access to ignition keys to secure the material from unauthorized removal when the 
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device is not under direct control and constant surveillance by the license. Therefore, a licensee 
may use this technology as an acceptable method to disable the vehicle. 

 

Paperwork Reduction Act  

This document provides voluntary guidance for implementing the mandatory information 
collections in 10 CFR Part 37 that are subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et. seq.). These information collections were approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), under control number 3150-0214. Send comments regarding 
this information collection to the FOIA, Library, and Information Collections Branch, Office of the 
Chief Information Officer, Mail Stop: T6-A10M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 or by e-mail to Infocollects.Resource@nrc.gov, and to the OMB 
reviewer at: OMB Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (3150-0214), Attn: Desk Officer 
for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 725 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC, 20503. 

 

Public Protection Notification 

The NRC may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of 
information unless the document requesting or requiring the collection displays a currently valid 
OMB control number.  


