duly 21, 1978 | 3Y-78-400

INFORMATiON REP.RT

For:. The Commissioners

From: | James R. Shea, Director, Office of Intemat1ona1 Programs
Thru: /6 Executive Director for Operations C"L/L -

vShbject: INFORMATION ON QUESTIONS REGARDING INDIA RAISED AT RECENT

——— . CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS

Purpose: To provide the Commission with information régarding
the subject items.

Discussion: During the Commission's testimony on the export of low-
S ' enmched uranium to India Congressman Lagomarsine
- lifornia) asked the Commission for comments on reports
EO 13526 '

[Sec 3.3(h)\(1) |

presumably the one near Dalat which was closed an
removed by the U.S. during the Vietnam war).

With regard to the first item,

[EO 13526
|Sec33( h)(1)

to the press in Thaﬂand and was subsequently p1cked up by
the Foreign Broadcast Information Service. The report is
incorrect and thére is no evidence of recent Indian
u_ndeir"ground nuclear explosions. ,

With regard to the second matter, the attached cables
(Enclosure 1) indicate that India was asked by Vietnam
to assist with reactivation of the Dalah reagtor; but
said this was not possible; instead, Vietnam was offered
training opportun1t1es for nuc1ear sc1ent1st> in India
to assist in meeting Vietnam's desires for help in
isotopes work and uranium ore assessments.
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J. R. Shea, IP (492- 7886) b

S. L. Wiltiams, IP (492-8155) i
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The Commissioners : 8

Also included as Enclosure 2 for your information are
four cables on the transfer of Dr. Ramanna, Director
of BARC and its poss1ble relation to the full scope

safeguards issue in India. This matter was mentioned

recently in an article in Nuc]eon1cs Week.

Discussion:
{ Continued)

If the Commission wishes, OCA could notify Congressman
Lagemarsine's office that, after checking further, we
understand the press reports about which he 1nqu1red
are not accurate, and in particular (1) there is noe
evidence of recent Indian nuclear explosions and (2)
India has agreed to provide only Timited training
opportunities in peaceful uses of atomic: energy. for
Vietnamese scientists under its long-standing inter-
national cooperation program.

)

L4 3 "4
4f1~v-é4 SN
James R Shea’ab1rector

%7f1ce of International Programs

nclosures:

State Cables New Delhi 3468,
3855, and 3875

State Cables New Delhi 4362,
4363, 4480, and 4518
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PAGE 91 CRSERER 1913131 5887 £ NEW.DE 93855 1818132
ACTiON NER-19 o - .
- XONEIRNED' THAT -V IETRAN HAD EXPRESSED AN HTEREST 1 SONE
INFO OCT-81 EA-18 1S0-80 CIAE-08 DODE-0d FH<0S K-81 ASPEGTS: OF NUGLEAR TECHNOLOGY- FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES:
. INRE1E L-83 NSAE-gE NSG-D3 PA-81 SP-R2 sS-lS R THE {NITIATIVE HAD COME FRON THE VIETNAN SIOF; INDTA" HAD
. USIA-g6 10-13 #10-73 YRSE-U OHB-l. EB-U3 COME-9E AGREEQ TO PROVIGE & FEV TRAINING PLACES IN SELECTED AREAS.
AGRE-20 OES-07 EUR-12 ACDA-12 URC-GY §08-81 BUT RIS WAS HOI A WAJOR FEATURE OF THE. PAGKAGE.
DOE-11 CEQ=OL /I46-W
v smmmmmmmeem-csu-eeF59208  JLO84ST /14 5. THE GOl #AD MADE- |T CLEAR A THE ‘OUTSET THAT 1T ¥RS XoT
’il‘mzﬂ' . HEW DELE|*S PRACTiCE TO |SSUE 4 cORrUn 1 QUE- 1N
FH- AMEMBASSY NEW DELNI TME STYLE AN LANGUAGE OF THE DRAFT SUSHITTED 8Y HANOT,
T0 SECSTATE VASHOC 16 THE VIETNAKESE RESPONDED WELL TO THIS: FOSITION, THE RESULT,-
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGHOK 2 . N smnsuualu S YIEY; VAS A cnmmmuz MODERATE 11i TONE:
ANENEASSY CANSERRA ANO QONTENT. HE-'SAID THAT EXGEPT FOR A“FEW PLAGES THERE Uas
ANEHBASSY COLOHED ~ NO-DIFEICULTY IN COMING 7O AGREEMENT. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS: CAREFUL
ANENBASSY DACCA ' : INDISTINGUISHING BETYEEN SOUTREAST ASHA: AND SOUTH ASIA;
AMEMBASSY ISLANMABAD, k " SHANABUDCNY FELT THAT THE LANGURGE USED: HIGHT WAVE REEN:
AMEMBASSY - JAKART A . INCLUDED 8 A SOINT COMHUN3QUE BETWEEM INDIAK ‘AND ONE OF THE
-AMEHBASSY KABUL - ‘ASEAR COUNTRIES.
AMENBASSY HATHHANDU
AMEHBASSY KUALA LUHPUR " ) ‘6. ‘SHARABUUDIN- TOLD CURTIS THAT PHAM VAN DUNG HAD . SHOWR HO
AMENBASSY 'SINGAPORE ROSTILITY TOUARD ASEAN. PNAH VRN 0ONG SEEHED TO.TRINK THAT
_AMCONSUL Hong RoNG VIETNAK HAD GONE SOME VAY TOWARDS ALLAYING.ASEAN. SUSPICIONS
USLD-PEKING AND FEARS 280UT Hau0!. HE APPEARSD |NTENT -GN DEVELOPING
CINCPAK G000 BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ASEAN MEMBERS.THOUGH IT
. WA NO_PART OF HANOI“S PRESENT THINKING TO SEER ARY FORNAL
CONF 1 DEBKT] AL NEW DELKI 3855 : * ASSOCIATION WUTH ASESM.
-GINCPAC ‘FOR POLAD B 7. THE VIETHBMESE WERE “YERY WORRIED® ABGUT- CANSODIA,
' CURTIS GOT THE IHPRESSWﬁ FROH SHAHABUODIY THAT THE VIETHABESE
E.0. '11652: 40 oy SEEMED 70 FEEL THAT THE TROUBLE STEMMED: FROM PHNOM PENR'S
TaGs: PBIP, JH, VN , ‘ s UNGERTAINTY ABOUT THE EXTENT OF ITS SUPPORT ahoni THE

GAHEBDIAN PEOPLE. . SHRHABUDBDIN"S FEEI.!NG VRS THAT KMIOI
D@ NOY EXPECT THE PRESERT CANBOD Al GOV:R!IHEHT T0 NEGOTIATE

REF; HEW DELH| 3468 g BUTH THAT VIETHAN WRS PREPARED T BE P)\I!EHL

(L. WE HAD EXPECTED TO HEET YESTERDAY WITH S. S”RKABUDMN : ’ 8. SHARABUDB(N REPORTED: THAT HﬂRﬂRJI BESAL WAS: IH’RESSEB BY:
HMEA -JOINT SECRETARY ¥AO' 0EALS WiTH SCUTHEAST ASIAN MATTERS, . THE WAY BHAN VAN BORG SPOKE ABOUT THE US.. FuBLIT.

. To°Dyscuss THE RECERT VISIT TO: {NO1A-OF PRAN VAN DUNG. ‘REFEREHCES Y0 VIETHAN-US RELATIONS DURTHG TRE ViSLT L"ERE
SHAHABUDOLN ‘RAD ACCOMPANIED ‘PHAM VAN OONG BURING HIS VISIT "RESTRAINED,. PHAK VAN DONG HO DOUBT FELT THAT THE UG HAD
HERE, HAD M.SO GOKE YITH-HEA HINISTER OF STATE: KUIDU TO' 'GONE BACK ON A PRONISE MADE T0° VIETHRN BY. PRESIDEHT RIAQH.
HIKM EARLIER, AND 15:OUR BEST SOURCE IN MEA ON THE:AREA. KE ‘010 HOT SEEM GOHCERNED thUT WHETHER THE TERN “REPARATIONS®
HEBECANE (LL ‘VESTERDAY: HORNING, HOWEVER, AS A TEH?ORAR‘I WAS USED OR ROT. HE H‘DIGAIED TO THE IND1ARS THAT HE
FALLBACK, VE ARE PASSING O AUSTRAL [AK HIGH CUHHBS"(OHER DIDHOT WANT TO EXBARRAS THE AMERICANS' AND THAT-HE WAS .
CURTIS! (Pﬂanﬂl‘) EETNLED HEFORT To US OF HIS oW “HILLING TO “GIVE -..lRTEH A CHANCE™, ¢

SESS{OK: WITH SHAKABUDO1N EARLIER-TRYS WEEK.
§, THE VlﬁTNAHESE PLAGED: NUCH EMPHAS1S OUR|NG TRE, VIS!T
2. ACCOROING TO SHAHABUSOIH, THE PHAM.VAN OCHG VISIT HaD oN ‘THEIR “I(OH-ALIGMED" STATUS.
GOKE WELL. OKE REASON WAS THAT-THERE HAD ALWAYS BEEN GOHEEN
CQMSIOEMBLE GOOD WiLL ¥ INDIA TOWARDS VIET NAN. THIS WAS
FELT-AT ALL LEZVELS, AND cuT ACROSS POLITISAL L INES. ANOTHER
FﬁCTOR ACCORDING TO SHAHABUDTIN, WAS PHAN VAN BONG"
STRAIGKTFORWARD -AND HMEST APFRMCH RE SPOKE FRANKLY: ANE.
ESTABLISBEB /G000 RAPFORT. HITH P BESA! HE ALED, I SHN'I&BUQNN 3
"VIER. TAND OURS) SHOWED A GOOD' QEAL - oF SAILL 14 WIS ?UHLIC
STATEHERTS. THESE NERE HODEST IN TOHE, INCLUUEU REFERENCES
1 Gﬁm)ﬂl RRAISE, FOR D1 AR CIVILIZHTION REFERENGES: TQ THE:
SHARED. “GOLON 1AL EXPEME}I’CES oF mnm AND YIETHAH,

3, SHAHASUDDIN NOTED THAT THE ECOHOHIC PACKAGE WAS
THE ‘LARGEST EVER OFFERED 8Y [NOIA TQ AHY CDUNTRY OTHER THﬂH
SUCH CLOSE NETGHBORS AS NEPAL aNﬁ BANGL ABESH. b'[TH THE.
WHEAT LOANS, 112 TOTAL VALUE UaS CLOSE TO ﬂﬁﬂ MILEION.
| OTHIS WAS A HAXIMUH EFFORT 8Y 1NDIA _RI?‘! lTa ?RESENT RESOURGES.
© THE YARIOUS AGREEMENTS STGNED QURING. THE YIZIT WOULD .
PROVIDE 4 -BRORD FRAMEWORK FOR CO0PERAT WN IH OIFFERENT AREAS. ; v
SHAWARUDD i4-:NOTED. HOQgV;R TRAT " THE £ WERE SCHE COMSTRATATS:
DN KOW FAR TS GOOPERATION WOQULD EXTEND, MAINLY BECAUSE
OF WHAT KE TERHED QIFRICULTY OF COMMUN | GAT LBHS,

3. IN REPLY TO-GURTIS' SPECIFIC QUESTION, THANABUDDIN
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QUOTE ,
€ ONF I DE N T T A L BOMBAY gB22

E.0. 11652 GDS
;TAGSf;MNUC,_lN . S -

1. DURING TALK ON ANGTHER SUBJECT THIS MORNING SETHNA
GAVE ME THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF DEVELOPMENTS IN
‘NUCLEAR COOPERATION WITH VIETNAM, ‘DURING RECENT
‘VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER PHAN VAN DONG, SETHNA SAID
“THAT VIETNAMESE BASICALLY MADE THHEE REQUESTS A)
-ASSISTANCE FOR A REACTOR WHICH WE HAD LEFT THERE

BUT FOR WHIGH THEY HAOD NO ‘FUEL. . INDIA SIMPLY REPLIED
AS FUEL REQUESTED WAS ENRICHED URANIUM THERE WAS NO
POSSIBILITY OF INDIA'S HELP BECAUSE INDIA HAS NO EN-
‘RICHED URANIUM OF ITS DWN. IN RESPONEE TO VIETNAMESE
QUERIES SETHNA TOLD VIETNAMESE ONLY SOURCE QF FUEL THAT
HE KNOW OF WaS U. S. ‘OR USSR, B} VIETNAMESE ASKED HELP
WITH ISOTOPES FQR USE IN HYDROLOGY, MEDICINE AND. RICE
CULTURE. ©) VIETNAMESE "WANTED HELP IN ASSESSING AND
EVALUATING URANIUM ORE.

2. SETHNA SAID THAT IN RESPONSE TO B AND C ABOVE HE
‘OFFERED VIETNAMESE THREE OR FOUR FELLOWSHIFS THAT

HE' PROPOSED. 8E PLACED UNDER IAEA FPROGRAM, THAT IS,

THEY WOULD BE FUNDED. WITH RUPEES WHICH INDIA SETS

ASIDE EACH YEAR FOG TRAINING OF EOREIGN

SCIENTISTS AND TECHNICIANS IN INDIA UNDER THE

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION PROGRAM WHICH HAS

BEEN GOING ON HERE FOR OVER 28 YEARS. HE HAS i
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE VIETNAMESE INTEND i
TO ACCEPT THIS OFFER EVEN THOUGH THERE IS UN-

RESOLVED QUESTION AS TO WHERE VIETNAMESE WOULD

GET ISOTOPES TO CONTINUE THE PROGRAM IN THEIR

OWN COUNTRY. SETHNA SAYD THAT. HE GAVE NO

ENCOURAGEMENT THAT INDIA WOULD BE AELE TO SUPPLY

ISOTOPES FOR THIS FURPOSE. BUT POINTED OUT THAT

THIS IS AN AREA WHERE THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

MAY WELL HAVE FURTHER WORDS. HOWEVER HE EMPHASIZED

THAT INDIA HAS BEEN MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN PRACTICALLY

ANY OTHER COUNYRY WITH SIZEABLE NUCLEAR PROGRAM IN

SHARING SCIENTIFIC TECHNOLOGY OR MATERIALS. HE

NOTED THAT INDIA HAS NEVER GIVEN ANY ASSISTANCE

OF ANY KIND CONNECTED WITH REPROCESSING PLANTS

OR RADIOQ CHEMISTRY,

COURTNEY

UNQUOTE

GOHEEN:
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PAGE G m 2013387, 9545 NEW 0E B8302 2813380
ALTION. ACDA=17
WUCLEAR SCIENTISTS. FROA THESE 1T SEENS CLEAR: TAAT THERE ARE 0
PHILO:OFHICM ﬂlFFERENCES BET\-‘EEH uEI’KMA A0 RANANNG REGAROD NG
IRDIA"S. NUCZEAR PRDGRRH. THE\‘ ‘BOTH IEL!EVE THIKT lNBID PIU.:T HAUE
00DE-98 Bog- 15 .\S‘IS $p-g2 CEC-O1 DOEE- Bﬂ Pﬂ 01 . :XYEHSIVE PROGRAN. COVERI"G ALMOST ALL fIZLUa 08 HUCLEAR EMEWOR
18N {BEVOTED TO PEACEFUL OEVELOPMERTS OF THE ATOM. TREIR OIFFERENCES
o coiadramenrensioig61038  2B1338T 172 HAVE BEEN OVER TACTICS, \GILE SETHHIA 15 POSITIFE ANG BIAECT
P #1217 Gamemef ' OHCE. & GOURSE OF ACTION HAT BEEN. CHOSEM HE |S-NEVERTHELESS el
FH AHENBASSY. HEW DELHI 10 VERY. COMPLICATED TACTICAL MANEUYERING WHICH SURPRISES MANY
TO SECSTATE WASKDC PRIORITY. 0319 OBSERVERS MO SEE ONLY THE FORCEFUL AHO DECISIVE ADMINISTRATOR
' . ' (X ACTION. RAFAMNA, DU THE-OTRER HANO, 1§ MORE: TWBUGHTFOL 1o
CONSIDERATE -4KD 15 GIVEN TO TAKING WIDER LATITUDE IN.CARRY (K%
QUT- ﬂGREED UPOﬂ POLICIES. ﬂ.s I.OHG Aa HIS AGTTONS DO NOT
CONTRADICT amc POHC|ES MHAHNA aEES 10 REASON- HGT 10

THE FOLLONING TELEGRAN WAS SEHT ACTION NEW-DELAI &ND IHFOR GONSTOER" HUMRI ELEMENTS: AROD. ACCOMHODATE THE. Pnaszz‘smrm VIEWS
CALCUTTA. AND MARAS. 28 HARCH 1973 AND 15.REPEKTEO FOR YOUR. OF 3§ GALLEAGUES.
ACT 1047 INFORNAT 1 OW.

VHFQ 00T<1 NEA=13 1S0-08 ACDE-88 CIBE=00 INR-LD 10-13
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S. RRHNIN& % TIIE OilL‘I nwsa FRO 1 AN n:-'nmm. IH !OHBAY TQ- WHOM
QUOTE: - SETENA PAYS ANY OEFERENCE. TH- HAKTHG. DECTSIONS (N THE HUCLEAR
RHER AHD - E"Ell iN \‘Hls‘ REGMD KE MikL CONSULT. RANANNA.-OKLY QN
LINITED [OFF(CiAL “USE 8ONBAY. 0636 HATTERS ‘OF “THE HIGHEST )HPORTANCE. BUT i} SUCH AFFRIRS WRTCH
' ' ' HAVE. THCLUDED BU¢~BACK ANO FULL= SCOPE SKFEGUARDS; SETHMA HAS TOLD
E.0. 11652 W/A CONGEN. THAT HE CANNOT HOVE WITHOUT RAMANNAS AISEAT. RELATLONS
TAGS: FAUG, IN BETWEEN TKESE TMQ GIANTS. OF IHDIA'S HUCLERR PROGRAM HAVE ALWAYS
SUBJ: IHOIRN "NUCLEAR AFFAIRS APPEARED ON THE SURFACE AT LEAST 10 BE CORDIAL. A10 GONGERIAL.
IT IS GBYIOUS THAT PERSONALLY' THESE TWO KEM WAVE THE HIGHEST
RSPEGT FOR EAGH QTHER. HQWEVER, 1T HAS ALSO BEE) CLEAR THAT
SETHNA HAS BEEH UNHAPPY THAT RAMANNA WAS HOT BEEN-ABLE T0 00 4

STATES THAT DR. RAJA RAMAMHA, DIRECTOR: OF -BARC, HAS BEER REMOVED BETTER: J0B: TH CHECKING. THE SCIENT{FIC COMHUN)TY'S: DUTBURSTS

FROM HI5: "PRESENT m:snmuus £OST* AHO TRANSFERRED 7O NEW DELHI 45 AGAINST FULL-SCOPE ZAFEGUARDS. SINCE THERE 15 10 GHE. ELSE 18

SCIENTIFIC AOVISER-TO THE HIRISTRY oF .OEFENSE AUD OIRECTOR GENERAL IHDI 4 WITH RANANNA™S INFLUENCE 1N m: SCIENTIFIC: COMHUII TY,

OF DEFENSE RESEARGH AND DEVEL QPHENT ‘MY TH THE ARAR OF SEGRETARY IT 1S KARD :TO $AY HOW ANY SUCTESSOR TOULD BE AMYNORE )

T8 THE GO SUCCESSFUL -THAT RANAHHA: 14 HOBERATING THE ZCLEATIFIC SOMMURITY'S
UBPOSITION TO.HPT AlD F'JLL-SCG?E SAFEGUARDS.  CONSEQUENTLY

2. VIHES NQTES HWILE THIS IS TECHNICALLY A PROMOTION IT IS N CONGEN WOULD BOURT THAT SETHNA ENGIREERED RANANNA"S REMOVAL.

FAGY THE OPPOSITE AND THERE IS CONSTERNATION 11t THE ATOMIC

ENERGY ESIulLISHHENT ‘AS CONGEM CAN CONF1RM, THE STORY REPCRTS 5. THERE WILL cEnTalﬂLY BE AN ENORMOUS HUE AND' CRY ‘1A BOMBAY AGRINST

THAT TWICE (N THE PAST RAMANNA TURNED BOMN THIS POSITION Lil THE RANANMA®S TRANSFER T0 UELK1, RAMANHA WINMSELF TOLD-THE CONGEX

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. . A-FEW WEEXS AGO THAT HE WAS NERY BAPPY (M BOMBAY AND LOOKED
FORVARD. TO - CONTIHU IHG HIS 302 mas “STAY 11 TR1S CULTY. - CONGEM

3. STORY GOES-ON TO-SAY THAT TRERE- RAVE BEEN SERIOUS: “WGULO ‘NOT 8E SURPRISED BUT WHAT A SERIOUS EFFORT I HOUNTEQ

O\FFERENCES. OF GPINIOH BETWEEN SETHNA-AHO RANANNA Y RAKANNA’ S HANY FRIENDS HERE TO-KEEP MU 1) BOMBAY. ~THERE WILL

ESPEC{ALLY SINCE A cnmnousns; smrzu OUER THE PERCEFUL CERTAINLY BE STRONG PREISURES. ‘g SETHMA O LEND WiS NAME TO SUCH

NUCLEAR EXPLOSFON. AT POKHARAN. THE TIMES ALSO SAYS Yhaf AN ESFORT,

Tn! -Pnzssunss ANO PULLS RELATIHG TO NPT nnn FULL s:nrz CQURTHEi UNOUO?E

SAFEGUARDS KAS ALSO HAS SORETHING. 10 DO WITH DR, RAMANHA' S GOMEEN

SUBDEH TRANSFER.* MO OTHER ENGLISH~LUANGUAGE PAPER CARRIED STORY.

4. COMMENT: RAMANNR HAZ HAQ IS HANDS FULL ¥ HODERATING THE

GROUNBSWELL  OF OPPOSITION IN THE SCIENYIFIC COMMURITY TO

FULL=5COPE  SAFEGUARDS. WIS SCIENTISTS RAVE BEEW ALMOST:

UNAK | HOUSLY--0PPOSED - TO SAFEGUARDS: WAICH THEY ViEW AS A THREAT TO

THE(R DAILY BREAD. [N TRYING TO.FIND A MIDOLE PATH BETWEEN

HIS ROLE AS A PRINCIPRL GOVERNWEHTAL ‘OFFICIAL CONCERNED WiTH

NUCLEAR AFEAIRS AND.LEADER OF THE INDIAN. SCLENTIFIC COMHUNITY.

PRESIDENT OF ‘THE: JHDIAN NATSONAL ‘SCIENCE ACAQERY - (RSA)

RAMANAA HAS: AT TIHES RUR 1MTQ OIFFICULTIES WITR SETHNA, THE

LM'TER HAS VAKTED TO AVOIR PRESS COHTROVERSY aHD ANY PUBLIC .
AIRIKG OF §)FFERENCES OF OPIRCOM IN THE NUGLEAR ESTABLISHHENT. '
BE HAS BEEH UPSET BY SEVERAL ARTJCLES RAMANNA HAS PUBLIZHED O#

SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPHENTS AEALTEQ 10 THE PEAGEFUL USE OF THE .ATOM.

GIVEN SETHHA”Z AUTOCRATIC PRACTICES UM ZOMINISTRATION LT HASNOT ENA ARTIiDE B
BEEM POSSIBLE FOR -CONGEN T PROBE-DEEPLY INTO THESE ENCLOSURE 2
O)FFERENCES WITHIN THE IAEC. ON SEVERAL OGCAS|ONS ATTEMPTS ALONG'

THESE LINES hAVE DRAVN REBUKES FROM SETHNR WHO HAS THREATENED. 7O

CUT OFF OUR DIRECT-CINES GF CORMUNICATION WITH WM IF E ATTERPT

0 BFURDEN OUR - SDUBCES MUTHIN THE FAEQ,  SINGE SETHNA BAS 855" 30

COOPERATIVE ON OPERATIONAL MATTERS, ME WAVE FELT IT VIZE MWD

PRUDENT TO HEED K14 MARNINGS. HEVERIHELESS, THERE WAVE BEEH

HANY CPPORTUNITIES FOR SENERAL DISGUSSION. WiTH RAMAINA AND. OTHER
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CUQTE:
==L H~T=t=% L BOMBAY: 0715

€.0. 11652; 6OS '
TAGS; MNUC, 1N
SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR AFFAIRS

REF: BOMRAY §36, REPEATED DEPARTMENT AS NEW nenu4-;;§§::$

b, MARCH 28 EDITIONS OF BOMBAY”S. LEADING ENGLISH-LANGUAGE
»NEHSPAPERS CONT‘NUEB TO GIVE 816 PLﬂV T

THE TIMES OF INDIA FOLLOVED UP LTS FRONTPAGE STORY OF HARCH
28 WITH EDITOR) AL URGHHG RECONSIDERATICH OF DECISIOH TO- TRANS~
FER RAMANNA TR THE LARGER INTERESTS OF SCIERTIFIC PROGRESS.™
IKD1AN . EXPRESS CARRIED TGP OF FROMTPAGE S1X COLUMN: PHOTO STQRY
ENtITLEﬂ “RARC AGHAST: RANANNA TRAMSFER," WEITHER PAFER
VEU?UHEU ANY EXPLICIT EXPLANAT.ION. FOR GOVERHHERT ACTION BUT
807H SUGCESTED THAT TRANSFER STEﬂﬂEB FRON DI SAGREEMENT WITH
GOVERNHENT OVER RRNDL NG OF :FULL-SCOPE SAFEGURRDS JSSUE,  (n-
DIAN EXPRESS ADDED “IT IS ‘RUMORED IN KNGNLEDGEA!LE GIRCLES
THAT-THERE ARE “STRONG BlFFEEEﬂCES ON FOLICY- MATTERS BETHEEN
DR. SETHNR Aﬂﬂ OR. RAMANHA.“ HOVEVER EXPRESS ALSQ HOTED THAT
“*DR. ‘RAMAGNA'S TRANSFER, .. HAS COBE AT AN UMPLEASANT SURPRISE
BOTH.TO HIK AND TO OR. . K. SETHNA...." BOTH PAPEQS KBEGHL(GHT

RAMANNA®S ENORMOUS CURTRIBUTIDNS 10 OEUELOFRENT OF INDIA'S
NUCLEAR PROGRAN OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS. THEY EHPHASIZE THAT

:SUCH- RN |nvoauutanv TRANSFER IS BOUND TO HAVE R OEEPLY QE-
PRESSING EFFECT-ON. INDIA’S SCIENTIFIC COHRUNITY:

2. COMMERT: [N-GOING OVERNOTES OF HY CONVERSATIONS WITH
}SE!KHR cN SUBJECYS WRERE RAMAHHA‘S VIEWS HOULD HAVE 8E£N
'EXPECTED T0 BE IHPORYANT, ( FIND ONCY ONE INDICATION OF A
DIFFERENCE OF VIEW-BETWEEN THE 10 LEADERS. OF THE NO1AN Ky~
CLEAR ESTABLISHHENT. SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURM FROM LEAVE (W THE
V.§. EARLY THIS YEAR, | OREW TO SETHNA'S-ATTENTION AR ARTICLE
RAMANNA KAD AUTHORED FOR BLITZ, THE ANTi-AMERICAN, OFTEN
SCURRILOUS, WEEKLY WHICH HAS I1NDIA’S LARGEST ¢IRCULATION
(ISSUE OF £/21/78). 1 CBSERVED THAT THIS WAS AN ODB ourler
FOR A SERIOUS.PIECE, PARTICULARLY SIHCE IT DEALT LARGELY,
ALTHOUGH INDIRECTLY, WITH AN ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE HEGOTIATION
BETWEEN THE USAND INDIA.. SETRNA DBSERVED THAT SAMANNA HAD
NRITTER ARTICLE TN 'HIS CAPACITY OF PRESIOENT OF THE (NDI(AN
MAT (ONAL SCIENCE: ACADENY (JNSA), AS WAS MABE GLEAR IN THE BY-
LINE. HE AUSO SAID THAT WE HAD 7O UWDERSTAND. TKAT IN ADDI-
TIOK TO BEING HEAD OF BARC, RAMANNA VAS' ALSO. THE LEADER OF
THE iNDIAN SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY ANB (N THAT ROLE HE KAO TO
G!UE PUBLIC EXPRESSIDN TO ISSUES THAT: NERE ACTIVE IN THE
SCIENTIFIC COMWHITY. NE ENDED THAT CONVERSATION BY NOT1NG
TRAT “SUCH ARTICLES IN PAPERS LtME BLITZ RAISE QUESTIONS
Lnsoux IAEC THAY ARE ‘GETTER KEPT (N PROFESSIONAL CiRCLES.
counruzv UNQUOTE




ICLEURAN
7882

PAGE @1 2817582 -

ACTION NEA- lﬂ

INFO OCT~@1 ISO-88 ACDA-12 CIAE-GZ INR-10 I10-1!3 L-93
NSAE-P@ NSC~@5 EB-88 ' NRC-@5 OES-@7 SOE-@2 DODE-4@
DOE~15 SS-i5 SP-@2 CEQ-81 PA-&1 USIA-B6 PM-2S
/121w e , _

e e~ @ 63108 201856Z /45

Rl 2] 82 QEueig

FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI

TO. SECSTATE WASHBC @320

INEO AMCONSUL BOMBAY

AMCONSUL CALCUTTA
AMCONSUL MADRAS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 4383

E.O. 116852: N/A
TAGS: MNUC, IN
SUBJECT: , INDTAN NUCLEAR AFFAIRS

REF: BOMBAY §95
1. WE ARE REPEATING 8O0MBAY 695 WHICH ASSESSES GRERSEEWERERY

TO NEW DELHI AS SCIENTIFIC ADVISER TO MOD AND DIRECTOR GEN-
ERAL OF ODEFENSE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT WITH THE RANK OF
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

2. WE WOULD NOTE AS AN ADDENDUM TO. EQMEAY’S MESSAGE" THAT

THERE ARE SOME HERE, INCLUDINE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER
THOMSON ‘AND: HINDW CORRESPONGENT G. K. REDDY, WHO HAVE' LONG HELD
IN DISCUSSTON WITH US THAT RAMANNA IS5 A LEABER ‘OF THE SCIEN=
TIFIC COMMUNITY' § " HAWK" FACTION ON SUCH ISSUES. AS PNE' S AND
FULL-SCOFE SAFEGUARDS. THERE IS SCME HINT OF THIS IN THE |
TREATMENT. THE “TIMES QF INDIA" GAVE THE STORY. IF THIS ASSESS~
MENT IS MORE WIDELY HELD, AND RAMANNA! § TRANSFER IS FER-

CEIVED AS HIS HAVING BEEN "KICKED WPSTAIRS™ FEeR HIs VIEWS,

WE CAR EXPECT THAT SOME POLITICAL EIREWORKS WILL FOLLOW.

GOHEEN




8738

R 12482

PAGE: ﬂl
ACTIGN HEA-1O

IRFO' GET-@1  150-08 O0OE~1S. S0E-82 OES 87 Alb‘-!& 10-13
ACDA-12' Plﬂc g5 C{AE-08" DODE-<9S" PH-85 H-4f (KR~1B.
L-83 NSAE-06 NSC'BS PA-GI $P-02  §5-15. USIA-06
RSE-58. /118 W

| ememmmemeeeeee-ee=f32333 2312167 /1%
R @121 SN
P ANEHSASSY NEW QELHI
TO SECSTATE. WASNDG 385

LINKTEG OFF ICEAL USE NEW DELRI. 4518

FOLLCWING CABLE SENT ACTION HEW: OELHI IRFU cﬂLCUTTA HADRAS.
HAR 22 FROM BOMBAY REPEATED TOYOU.

auote
LIHITED-OFFICIAL VSE EONBAY @727

E.0, 11682: W/
TAGS: ‘HNUG, PINY, (N
swsct- ENDIAN HUGLEAR AFFATAS

1. THE FREE PRESS GRCUP OF NEWSPAPERS ADDED THEIR VOJCE TO' THE
RAND WRINGING AMD SPECULATION OVER FROH
BARC TO THE JIINISTR\' OF DEFENSE IR.NEW OELIU, THE: FREE PHESS
IﬂLLETlII THi _AFTERKOON TASLOID-OF THIS GROUP, GAVE A KEW TWIST TO
SPECUI.ATIBN OVER RAHANNA™S TRANSFER !N iTS NARCH 21 ED)V.ION.

IN AN ACCGOSS THE TOPE OF THE FROATFAGE PHOTO STORY

ENTETLER “SETHNA T0O Gﬂluﬁ’” THE -FPE SUGGESTED THAT THE- |AEC
GHATRNAR’ $ HEAD-WOULO ROLL HEXT, THE: fREE PRESS BULLETIN SA)Q
"MEGHER UPS' IN. NEW DELHI ARE. BENT ON REMOVING BOTH :RAHANNA AND
SEI'HM FROM THE NUCLEAR FIELD.*

2. PARADOXICALLY, THE FREE -PRESS BULLETIN STORY- TREM PLAYS UP
ALLEGED DIFFERENCES BETVEEN INDIA’S TWO TOF :NUGLEAR

SCIENTISTS. SETKNA !§ TO. BE AXED BEGAUSE OF #)S SUPPORT FOR THE
EMERGENCY WHICH THE FREE. PRESS BULLETIN BELTEVES RAHANNA OPROSED,
SETHNA’ S FLAGRANTE DELICTO 1S SAjO. TO BE #1S SPEECH AT A GATHERING
ORGANIZED 8Y THE LOCAL CONGRESS PARTY GOHMITTEE TO:

CELEBRATE “TEN YEARS OF SCIZNTIFIC PROGRESS™ AT THE

CQMFI.ETIoNo&' lNMan's rmsr necus AS P‘IIHE HHHSTE&

'GOMENT CONGEX ATTEHOED THIS EUSH! Mu RE:ALLS THAT

BOTH ‘SETHHA AND RAMANNA HAD EQUALLY PROMINEWT: ROLES

(ALONG' VITH SOME OF INQIA*S OTHER TOP SCIERT)STS, £.6.

PMFESSBR H E K. HENOH, SECRETARY OF TliE QEPMTHGHY

"OF ELECTRONICS. EHO CONMERT.

3. THE HARCH 22 HORNING PAPER. oF THE FREE PRESS GlﬂUP
THE FREE PRESS JOURKAL, AUSO:HAS A FROHTPAGE STORY 0% ‘THE
RANANNA: ‘!RN(SFER 1T ‘GIVES AS THE MAIN REASON FOR HiS
TRMSFER 'HIS REPOATED INSISTEHCE THAT O INTERNATIONAL
INSPECTIOR OF WUGLEAR FACILITIES 4 BARC SHOUED BE ALLO\(ED
8- FUNDAHENTAL BASIC RESEARCH NAS GOING ON N~ SONE"0F .
THE KEV HICILITIES 18 BARG. *THE. FREE PRESS JOURNAL
SPECULATES THAT RANANNA’S SUCCESSOR AT BARC WILL BE.
EITHER DR. P.K. |YENGAR, DIRECTOR OF PHYSICS aRD
HEQICINE ‘AT BARC OR DR,.S. FAREEDUDDIN, DtRECIUR “oF

THE HEAVY WATERS PROJECY. THE -FREE PRESS JOURNAL KOTES
THAT: IYENGAR IS & PHYSICS SCIENTIS AHD FAREEDUDDIN [£3

IH ENGINEER \HG, 1% THE FAPER®S' VIEW, VOULD BE LESS
RBCEPTABLE 10 THE BARG: SClENTISTS. .,

4. THE goxBay EDITION OF THEIND AN EXPRESS.AGAIN GAVE
REAVY. FLAY TO HUCLEAR HATTERS IN 17§ ISSUE OF

-HARCH 22. i REPRDDUCES THE "ECOHOHIST" OF {ONDON REFORT
04UV HDSCALES WHICH 'OF COURSE ﬁECﬁHﬂENQS THAT THE UK

GO -AMEAD WITH PLANS FOR- BEPRDCESSING_ AT THAT FACILITY.

- ')epartment of State
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TODAY" S EKPRESS ALse’ REPOETS (R AK NEGATIVE-LJGHT THE NRC
HEARINGS DF RARCH 280N ASHK 1968, IN: A NEH DELH) MTE
LHHE ‘STORY WHICH. ALLEGES' THAT' FURTRER PELAYS WILL IHYENSIFY

EXISTING PRGBLENS 1M URAN) UM . SUPPLY.

5. CONMENT: RAMANNA“S- TRANSFER AND THE ATTENDANT
'RUHORS OF UTHER CHANGES: IHMI%DIA‘S NUCLEAR PROGRAN HAVE
TGF—LEVE{. ATIERTIOR IN THE .LOCAL xusmsss AND F IKANGIAL
COMNUNITIES RS WELL AS AHONG. SCIENTISTS. MANY' LERDERS

OF THE LOBAL CORHUNITY REGARD THE HANBLING -OF THE nnmwm
TRANSFER AS ANOTHER SIGN'OF -AWKWARCNESS IN THE JANATA
‘GOVERNNENT. THEY KAVE FREELY COMPARED ITMITH IHE
DIsHISSAL OF J.R.D. TATA AS.KEAD OF AIR-INDFA BAMANNA
‘EHJOYS aeumus RESPECT .AHD: ADHIRATION HERE. HE 1§:
GONSIGERED D BE A SCIENTISY'WHO HAS KEPT.HINSELF ABGVE
POLITICS AND PETTY BUREAUGRATIC SQUABBLES: IK.-ADDITION,
BE IS A PAIRON OF -THE ARTS: {HUSIC) AND IS aN-ACKHOWLEDGED
EXPERT ON (NDIAN’S CULTURAL..TRADITIONS: PEOPLE -BELIEVE
THAT AHAN WITH THIS BACKGROU? SHOULD HAVE BEEN

‘TREATED WITR cmm CONSTDERATION (N SUCH A BASIC. CHANGE.

6. HANY PEGPLE HERE WOULD GIVE SOHE CREDENCE.TO-

'YHE ‘FREE PRESS BULLETIN-ALLEGAT(ON TRAT SETHNA WAS QFTEN

YO8 €LOSE TO IKDJRA-AND MANY OF KER REPRESSIVE POLIGIES.

.THEY SEE HIS CURRENT CRITICI It OF THE GOVERWHENT :AS INDIRECTLY
SUPPORTIVE OF INDIRA. ‘HE KAS FREQUENTLY JH- THE.PAST SIX HONTHS
ATTEHPTE® TO GET THE CENTRAL GOVERNMEHT AND:SOME OF THE STATE
GOVERHHEM‘S 70 CRACK GDHH ﬂN muous IN. THE. uromc

ENERGY ESTAEL\SHMENT THAT HAVE CAUSED. MAJOR-DISRUPYIQHS

LN QPERM'IONS M’ KOTA AND HYORABAD Artﬂ PERHAPS LSEWERE.

HE. HAS BEEN SCATH(HGLY CRITICAL OF THE GOVERWMENT''S

REFUSAL TO' TAKE ENERGETSC ACTYONS AGAINST UNION ACTIONS WHIGY
BE BELIEVES ARE DISAUPTING PROGRAMS OF ‘THE MIGHEST

IHPORTAHCE 10 THE RRTIGH. MEUERTHE[ESS ‘THE COHGEH

KAS KEVER HEARD. ANYOME ALLEGE THAT SETHNA' HAD.ACUTALLY

TAKEX & POLITICAL STAND FAVORING JNDIRA. RATHER MOST
:OBSE!WERS BELIEVE YHM HE Kas EOTTEN HIMSELF 100 CLose

10 THE llNE ON murv WCASIOHS

7. :SETHKA EHJOYS BROJWER ﬂHD HGRE BCTIVE: SUPPORT [N
TRE BUSINESS ANg- FINM"UAL CGHHUNITIES THAN REMANKA,
‘SETHNA HlS HROUGHT PRIVATE (NDUSTRY INTQ THE SIJPPL'I
_GUSIHESS FOGNID}A‘S AToMIC PROGMIH ON & LRRGE SCN.E

"HAHY BUSINESSHEN HERE HAVE COMPLIMAENTED: Ki#' 10

HE FOR KIS EFFORTS. O GIYE THE PRIVATE SEGTOR A SIGHIEICANT.
ROLE IR IHDIA : M’omc PRGGRN! THESE P:GPLE YouED
GERTA(KLY 0O WHAT THEY CAN TO KEEP SETHKA N WIS PRESENT
OFPOSITION, IF HE W!SHES TO STAY THERE .AFTER' THE DEBRIS
SETTLES.:
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