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Commissioner Hanson’s Comments on SECY-25-0042: “Recommendation to Increase 
Resident Inspector Tour Length” 

The NRC’s resident inspectors are critical to the NRC’s mission of protecting the health and 
safety of the public and the environment. They act as the eyes and ears of the agency at 
facilities across the country, providing essential onsite verification of licensee activities and 
performance. Consisting of highly qualified and dedicated public servants, the agency’s resident 
inspectors respond to events and keep the NRC informed and ready to fulfill its important 
regulatory oversight role. This necessarily means that resident inspectors live in the 
communities around the plants they oversee. The current tour length requirements compel our 
resident inspectors to move at least every 7 years, which poses challenges to filling and 
maintaining staff in these positions. 

Considering the importance of resident inspectors to the NRC’s oversight framework, I approve 
option 3 to extend resident inspector tour length limits from 7 to 10 years to help address the 
continued difficulty in staffing resident inspector program positions. Furthermore, the staff should 
continue to consider additional recruitment and retention options, including expansion of the 
potential application pool to include the general physical sciences series (1301) in addition to 
the engineering series (0801), while maintaining the current extensive and rigorous inspector 
training and qualification program. 
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