ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. 25, D.C.

July 19, 1965

Honorable Glenn T. Seaborg
Chairman

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C.

Subject: REPORT ON THE MILLSTONE POINT REACTOR SITE

Dear Dr. Seaborg:

At its sixty-fourth meeting held on July 8-10, 1965, the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards considered the joint proposal of the
Connecticut Light & Power Co., the Hartford Electric Light Co., and
the Western Massachusetts Electric Co. for use of a site located at
Millstone Point, Waterford, Connecticut upon which these corporations
plan to comstruct a nuclear power plant of approximately 2500 MW(t)
capacity., It was indicated that either a pressurized water or a boil-
ing water type reactor will be used but the final selection has not
been made as yet. The Committee had the benefit of oral presentations
by representatives of the applicants, their consultants, the AEC Regu-
latory Staff, and of the documents listed herewith. A Subcommittee
meeting was held at the site on July 6, 1965.

The proposed site consists of a plot of some 500 acres, somewhat ir-
regular in shape, and surrounded by water on three sides, fronting
chiefly on Long Island Sound and the Niantic inlet. Geologic surveys
indicate the area to be substantially supported by a solid rock forma-
tion and that any expected seismic activity, based on area history, will
be negligible. Adjacent to the northeast corner of the site, about 0.5
mile from the reactor center, is located a small housing development with
an adjacent privately owned beach.

A flooded quarry on the site is being used under lease as a test station
by the Navy Underwater Research Laboratory. On the east shore, in a
leased area, the Maxim Division of American Machine & Foundry Corp. oper-
ates an experimental desalinization unit. The Committee believes that
the continued leased use of these areas presents no significant problem
of exposure but the lessees, i.e., the U. S. Navy and the Maxim Division
of AMF, should be subject to and agree to necessary restrictions or con-
trols established by the applicants.
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Meteorological surveys, local background radiation surveys, and tidal
flow studies are being undertaken.

In order for Millstone Point to meet the present site guidelines, re-
liance must be placed upon engineered safeguards. The Committee be-
lieves the added safeguards needed for the protection of the health
and safety of the public can be provided.

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards believes that the Mill-
stone Point site is acceptable for a reactor, either a pressurized
water or a boiling water type and of the power level indicated, if ade-
quate containment and associated engineered safeguards are provided.

Dr. T. J. Thompson did not participate in this review.

Sincerely yours,

/s/
W. D. Manly
Chairman

References:

1. Report - Preliminary Site Evaluation, Millstone Point, Waterford,
Connecticut, dated May 7, 1965.

2. Preliminary Information on Proposed Millstone Point Generating
Station, undated, received June 29, 1965.

3. Population Supplement to Preliminary Site Evaluation, dated
June 18, 1965.
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