ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. 25, D.C,

April 4, 1962

Honorable Glenn T. Seaborg
Chairman

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C.

SUBJECT: REPORT ON PLUM BROOK FACILITY (NASA)
Dear Dr. Seaborg:

At its fortieth meeting on March 29-31, 1962, the Advisory Committee
on Reactor Safeguards again considered the NASA Plum Brook test
reactor, Proposed operation of this reactor was considered at the
Committee's March 1960 meeting, and subsequent changes were reviewed
in July and September of 1960. Advice was given in letters dated
March 14, 1960, July 25, 1960, and September 26, 1960.

NASA has since made low power tests with results substantially as
predicted. Additional reports and requests for changes, 1listed below,
were available, as well as presentations by NASA and the AEC staff.
NASA proposes operation up to full power of 60 megawatts with a step-
wise approach to this power, and experiments which do not involve fuel
irradiation or loop tests,

The Committee previously reported that operations of the type now
proposed in this facility were not considered to cause undue hazard
to the health and safety of the public., The changes described and
the results of the low power tests 4o not alter this opinion.

Due to the proximity of the site to the City of Sandusky, the possible
consequences of misoperation are somewhat more significant than in the
case of many other reactors. The Committee, therefore, recommends that
special consideration be given to maintaining the continuity of personnel.

Sincerely yours,

/s/

F. A, Gifford, Jr.
Chairman
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