ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

April 16, 1973

Mr. L. Manning Muntzing
Director of Regulation

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Mr. Muntzing:

Your letter of January 22, 1973, transmitted copies of a revised
recommended licensing position on the need for protection against
anticipated transients without scram (ATWS) for water-cooled power
reactors, invited ACRS comment. The Committee considers this
position to be generally consistent with your earlier proposed
position favorably commented on by Committee letter of May 10, 1972,
and supports the position.

It is suggested that, in those cases of "backfit" .plants for which
an OL stage or post-OL stage ACRS report or AEC Safety Evaluation
identified ATWS as a continuing area of review, the philosophy
used in evaluating the possible need for plant design changes
should be similar to that for plants in Class I.B, recognizing the
need for special consideration of the problems that may result if
extensive modifications appear to be required.

The Committee also continues to believe that it is timely to begin
implementation of the proposed ATWS position.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ H. G. Mangelsdorf

H. G. Mangelsdorf
Chairman
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F. 0'Leary, L
C. Bender, SECY
Gaimbusso, L
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