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Honorable Joseph M. Hendrie
Chairman

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

SUBJECT: REPORT ON INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR GENERATING UNIT No. 3
Dear Dr. Hendrie:

During its 219th meeting, July 6-8, 1978, the Advisory Committee on Reac-
tor Safeguards completed its review of the request by the Power Authority
of the State of New York (PASNY) for authorization to increase the power
level of Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 3 from the current max-
imum authorized power of 2760 MWt to the design power of 3025 MWt. This
matter was considered at Subcommittee meetings on April 24, 1978, and June
16, 1978. During its review, the Committee had the benefit of discussions
with representatives of PASNY and its consultants, and the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission Staff, as well as comments from individuals studying the
seismicity of the region. The Committee also had the benefit of the docu-
ments listed.

In its interim report, November 14, 1973, on operation of Indian Point Unit
No. 3, the Committee recommended that the power be restricted to 2760 MWt
because of limited operating experience at that time with very large high-
power—density reactors; the Committee also recommended that specified items
receive further attention. The Committee made similar recommendations with
respect to the Zion reactors. Following suitable periods of operation at
the restricted power levels, the Committee recommended that the Zion reac-
tors be permitted to operate up to their design power.

The Committee finds that the specific issues raised in its interim report

of November 14, 1973, have been satisfactorily resolved, and also that
operating experience accumulated at Indian Point Unit No. 3 and other large
plants warrants approval of the operation of Indian Point Unit No. 3 up to
the design power level. However, the Committee urges that continuing effort
be made to update safety related features to the maximum degree practical.
In particular, the Committee believes attention should be given to the fol-
lowing:

1. Review of the Station for systems interactions that might
lead to significant degradation of safety.

2. Review of the Station with regard to differences from current
criteria, and judgments concerning possible backfitting require-
ments.
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3. Review of instrumentation to provide early information concern-
.ing the course of a full range of postulated serious accidents,
and procedures for interpreting and relating this information
to emergency plans.

4. A selective audit of the capability for safe shutdown and residual
heat removal, using only safety grade equipment.

Since the Committee's interim report, ownership and operating responsibility
for Indian Point Unit No. 3 have been transferred from the Consolidated Edi-
son Company to PASNY. The Committee finds that the administrative separa-
tion and plans for physical separation are satisfactory.

During the review, the Committee considered recent studies concerning the
seismicity of the Indian Point region and found insufficient basis for sug-
gesting a change in the current seismic criteria.

The Advisory Cormittee on Reactor Safeguards believes that, if due regard
is given to the items mentioned above, there is reasonable assurance that
the Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 3 can be operated at full
power, 3025 Mwt, without undue risk to the health and safety of the public.

Additional comments by Members W. Kerr and P. Shewmon are presented below.

Sincerely ypyrs,

Stephen Lawroski
Chairman

Additional Comments by Members W. Kerr and P. Shewmon

We do not concur in the request for "review. . . for systems interactions. .
. « " We consider the request too vague to have a working interpretation.

835



Honorable Joseph M. Hendrie -3- July 13, 1978
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