
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS 
UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545 

August 3, 1961 

Honorable Glenn T. Seaborg 
Chairman 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 

Subject: REPORT ON ELK RIVER REACTOR (RCPA) 

Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

During the thirty-fifth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards, July 6-8, 1961, the Committee was requested by the 
Division of Reactor Development to review the status of the Elk 
River pressure vessel and to furnish advice as to its adequacy. 
At that time there was not sufficient information available to form 
a Committee opinion. The zeview was requested as a result of finding 
cracks in the stainless steel cladding inside the vessel. The 
Committee arranged to study the problem through an Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
of the ACRS which met with the -:applieaut and the AEC staff and sub­
mitted its recommendations to the full Committee. 

On this basis, the ACRS advises that, to its best belief, the vessel 
meets the minimum requirements and is acceptable from a safety view­
point if no further detrimental information develops. The Committee 
believes that the AEC staff is fully cognizant of the situation at 
present and should continue to follow it closely. The ACRS, therefore, 
sees no need for the Committee to review the matter further unless 
specifically requested. 

References: 

Sincerely yours, 

T. J. Thompson 
Chairman 

1. Report "Elk River Reactor Vessel - Cladding Defects, "dated 
May 19, 1961. 

2. Report "Elk River Reactor Vessel - Cladding Defects - Supplement 
A," dated June 16, 1961. 
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