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SUBJECT: NRC POLICY ON THE SEVERE ACCIDENT RULEMAKING AND RELATED MATTERS 

Dear Dr. Palladino: 

During its 262nd meeting, the ACRS discussed with the NRC Staff the proposed 
approach to dealing with SECY-82-1, "Severe Accident Rulemaking and Related 
Matters," dated January 4, 1982. We also considered the Commission's com­
ments made at the January 6, 1982 Commission meeting and contained in the 
memorandum, Samuel J. Chilk to ~illiam J. Dircks, dated January 29, 1982. 

We have the following colll"llents: 

(1) We believe that the licensing and regulatory process should take specific 
account of accidents more severe than those currently specified as design 
basis accidents. 

(2) We believe the approach being taken to the problem of dealing with hydro­
gen is appropriate. We will continue to follow developments. 

(3) Dealing with the issue of severe accidents during the review of future 
standard plants may be a feasible mechanism. However, if it is to be 
effective, we believe, and we note the Commission has also commented, 
that more guidance to applicants is needed than is provided in SECY-
82-1. 

(4) Although we have not yet given the question detailed consideration, we 
suggest that the guidance should include containment performance, the 
performance of systems for removal of decay heat from the core and of 
heat from containment, the use of containment venting, and designs which 
inhibit sabotage. 

(5) We note that this approach in dealing with severe accidents does not 
specifically deal directly with operating plants and with plants under 
construction. We believe that, if the standard plant approach is 
adopted, an approach to severe accidents in operating plants and in 
plants under construction should be carried on in parallel. 
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(6) If the Commission were willing to establish an appropriate NRC working 
group with the mission of developinq alternative approaches to resolving 
issues relevant to severe accidents, the ACRS would be willing to work 
with such a group on this task. 
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Sincerely, 

Paul Shewmon 
Chairman 


