UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

October 17, 1984

Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino
Chairman

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commiss3on
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Dr. Palladino:
SUBJECT: BACKFITTING REQUIREMENTS

Since our letter to you of September 14, 1982 and the letter from Mr. Fraley
to Mr. Dircks of June 18, 1984, the ACRS has had several informative inter-
actions with the various NRC personnel involved in the development of an NRC
policy on plant-specific backfitting. This letter is just to express to you
our continued interest in the matter, and our hope that we may have the
opportunity to comment as the situation unfolds.

We are particularly interested in the dual track being followed by the
Commission -- the development of a new rule to replace the current one, and
the issuance of a Manual Chapter for interim usage. We are somewhat uneasy
about the level of coordinaticn between the two efforts and the way in which
the new Chapter is being implemented in the interim.

Sincerely,

€ HHopsudi

Jesse C. Ebersole
Chairman
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