
 

 
 
 
 
 

June 11, 2025 
 
 
LICENSEE: Holtec Decommissioning International, LLC 
 
FACILITY: Palisades Nuclear Plant 
 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE APRIL 23, 2025, HYBRID PUBLIC MEETING ON THE 

POTENTIAL PALISADES NUCLEAR PLANT RESTART 
 
 
On April 23, 2025, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a hybrid public 
meeting to discuss the potential for the Palisades Nuclear Plant (Palisades) to restart after 
permanently ceasing operation and entering decommissioning in May 2022. Several 
representatives of the NRC staff and members of the public participated both online and in 
person at the Grand Upton Hall at Lake Michigan College, which is located at 2755 East Napier 
Avenue in Benton Harbor, Michigan. 
 
The purposes of the meeting were to 1) describe the NRC’s approach to licensing for potentially 
restarting plants; 2) give an overview of the status of the licensing review process the NRC is 
undertaking to transition the plant from a decommissioning status to an operational status; 3) 
provide additional clarity regarding on-site restart activities, such as inspection activities; 4) 
detail how inspections will support staff in developing an objective basis for an NRC decision on 
readiness for the site to transition to the Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) and resume power 
operations; and 5) provide members of the public on opportunity to ask questions and voice 
concerns to the Palisades Restart panel (PRP) regarding the project. Copies of the Q1 
Inspection Reports, Inspection Activities Plan, and Palisades Restart Infographic were provided 
for the in-person meeting attendees and can be found in the NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ML23297A053).  
 
The meeting notice and agenda dated April 9, 2025, are available at ML25099A233. A list of in-
person and virtual meeting attendees is provided as an enclosure to this summary. The NRC 
staff’s presentations are summarized below and can be found at ML25111A248. 
 
The meeting began with an open house where members of the public were able to speak with 
the NRC staff and view informative posters on the ROP, a day in the life of a resident inspector, 
and the Palisades Restart Infographic, followed by NRC staff presentations. 
 
The presentation was delivered by the PRP and began by noting the update to the agency’s 
mission statement since the last public meeting held on November 20, 2024. The presentation 
focused on providing more detailed information on the agency’s approach to licensing and 
inspections for the potential restart of Palisades that will protect public health and safety while 
utilizing efficient and reliable licensing, oversight, and regulation to enable the safe and secure 
use and deployment of civilian nuclear energy technologies. The panel explained  
key items in the license review process such as the licensing bundle, review of exemptions, 
license transfer, and amendments, and steps Holtec will need to take to restart the plant. 
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The NRC staff further explained the various planned inspections that will be completed per 
Inspection Manual Chapter (IMC) 2562. These inspections will be used to sample and assess 
key aspects of Palisades’ operational readiness across the ROP cornerstones of safety and 
include baseline, safety culture, corrective action program, and open item inspections. 
Additional information was given on the variety of inspections scheduled to occur prior to 
assessing the readiness of Palisades to restart, including system return to service, in-service 
inspection, problem identification and resolution, fire protection, license renewal, security, 
radiation protection, emergency preparedness, and licensed operator training. Discussion of 
these inspections included the Palisades-specific focus areas NRC inspectors will be assessing 
and the overall objectives from each inspection. 
 
Following the presentations, the NRC provided time for comments from several representatives 
of State and local governments. After the elected officials, the NRC provided time for members 
of the public to make comments or ask questions of the NRC staff. The NRC staff addressed 
several questions during the question-and-answer session of the meeting. 
 
There were several comments from the public in favor of the potential restart. Members of the 
public expressed support for restarting the plant. Reasons for support included economic 
opportunities for the community, the electricity demand, the plant’s safety prior to shut down and 
energy independence. Additionally, several commenters mentioned their support for the addition 
of Small Modular Reactors at the site. Several of the questions sought further discussion and 
clarification on topics mentioned in the presentation, such as NRC oversight of repairs to the 
steam generator and how the staff is conducting its review of the tube repairs, reactor head 
repairs, and alloy 600 weld mitigation. 
 
Other comments were against the potential restart. Members of the public expressed concerns 
about the plant’s age, the condition of components in the plant, and the potential impact on local 
communities and the environment. Several commentors made statements regarding restart 
funding from the Department of Energy and tax dollars. 
 
The NRC did not receive any Public Meeting Feedback Forms. 
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Please direct any inquiries to me at 301-415-2048, or via email at Justin.Poole@nrc.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Justin C. Poole, Project Manager 
Plant Licensing Branch III 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
Docket No. 50-255 
 
Enclosure: 
List of Meeting Attendees 
 
cc: Listserv  



 

Enclosure 

List of Meeting Attendees 
For the April 23, 2025, Hybrid Public Meeting on the Palisades Nuclear Plant Restart 

 
Name Organization 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 

 

Jamie Pelton 
Acting Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing (DORL) 

Jason Kozal Director, Division of Operating Reactor Safety (DORS), RIII 
Phil McKenna Deputy Director, Division of Reactor Oversight 
Justin Poole Project Manager, NRR/DORL/LPL3 
April Nguyen Team Lead, Palisades Restart Team 
Marlayna Doell Project Manager, NRR/DORL/LPL3 
Courtney St. Peters Senior Project Engineer, Palisades Restart Team 
Alexandra Terres Engineering Apprentice, Palisades Restart Team 

Sophie Holiday 
Senior Emergency Response Coordinator, Office of Nuclear 
Security and Incident Response (NSIR)/DPR/CB 

Julie Winslow Senior Project Engineer, Palisades Restart Team 

Gehan Flanders 
Intergovernmental Liaison, Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
and Safeguards (NMSS) /MSST/TRT 

Luke Haeg Project Manager, NRR/DORL/LPL3 
Khaing Hsu Wai Reactor Engineer, RI/DORS/EB1 
Bryan Bergeon Regional Government Liaison Officer, RIII 
Carolyn Wolf Congressional Affairs Officer, Office of Congressional Affairs 
Laura Willingham Senior Environmental Project Manager, NMSS/REFS/EPMB3 

Andy Johnson 
Senior Materials Engineer, NRR/ Division of New and 
Renewed Licenses (DNRL)/NCSG 

Megan Gangewere Reactor Inspector, RIII/DORS 
Jeffrey Herrera Senior Emergency Preparedness Specialist, NSIR/DPR/RLB 
Kevin Bernstein Attorney, OGC/LHE/RP 
Paul Klein Senior Materials Engineer, NRR, /DNRL/NCSG 
Michael Norris Senior Emergency Preparedness Specialist, NSIR/DPR/RLB 
Anita Ghosh Naber Senior Attorney, Office of General Council /LHE/RP 
Mary Richmond Environmental Project Manager, NMSS/REFS/EPMB3 
Viktoria Mitlyng Senior Public Affairs Officer, OPA/OPA-RIII 
Carleen Parker Allegation Coordinator, Office of Enforcement/AT 
Keith Miller Emergency Preparedness Specialist, NSIR/DPR/RLB 
Jamole Skeeter Emergency Preparedness Specialist, NSIR/DPR/RLB 
Eric Magnuson Reactor Inspector, RIII/DORS/ERPB 
Prema Chandrathil Public Affairs Officer, Office of Public Affairs/OPA-RIII 

Dan Hoang 
Civil Engineer, NRR/Division of Engineering and External 
Hazards/ESEB 

Joe Mancuso Senior Resident Inspector, Palisades 
Takuma Okamoto Resident Inspector, Palisades 
Holtec Decommissioning 
International, LLC  
Michael Schultheis  
Val Gent  
MG Mlynarek  
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Nick Culp  
Jean Fleming  
Kim Manzione  
Brandon Nimtz  
Amy Filbrandt  
Tom Ryan  
Media Representation  
Shawn Robinson WSJM 
Blake Parker ABC57 
Phil Gawel WWMT 
Dustin Dwyer Michigan Public News 
Members of the Public  
Cathy Yates Benton Charter Township 
Frank Beltran Great Lake Hotels 
Bob Boes  
Becky Boes  
T. R. Wenworth MI Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy  
Michael Landis South Haven Assistant City Manager  
Jody Flynn  Palisades Park Community 
WM S Connor Palisades Park Community 
Brandy Key South Haven Area Chamber of Commerce 
Ann Scott Palisades Park Community 
Ben Burmetster South Haven Resident 
Dave Manson Van Buren Intermediate School District 
AJ Pscholka Lake Michigan College 
John Flaherty  
Morris A Applebey International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 131 
David Krueger Lake Michigan College 
Bruce Fetzer  
Annie Brown Mayor, South Haven 
Ross Stein South Haven Charter Township 
Tom Palmisano  
Peter Colovos Hagar Township 
Darby Fetzer  
John Faul County Administrator for Van Buren County 
Jay Paquetto MI Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
Alan Blind  
Sheryl A Preston Palisades Laborer, Local 355 
John Kleb  
Tom Flynn  
Marth Eldredge Stark Palisades Park Community 
William Stark Palisades Park Community 
Dylan Burnette Palisades Laborer, Local 355 
Nick Meyer  
Harnish, Bre  
Leah R Hare Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
Jana Bergman Curtiss Wright 
Melissa Shahzadeh CSG International 
David J. DiStefano Van Buren County  
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Kenneth Lee Fossum Idaho National Laboratory 
Edith Williams Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Thomas Jeffers   
Brian Gutherman  
Thomas Warnock Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Gail Patterson-Gladney Van Buren County  
Philip H   
Roger Smith  
Benjamin Kasper   
Hyeonsoo Kim Doosan Group 
Philip Opsal Framatome 
Kaitlin Engel  
Darlene Wallace Framatome 
Patricia Marida  
Jacob Varnell  
Rich Huffine  
Benjamin Kasper  
Connie Kline  
Kathy Barnes  
Kaila Akina Gun Lake Tribe 
Katie  
Courtney Edwards  
Bruce Montgomery Nuclear Energy Institute 
Clyde Mackaman  
Christian D Williams Constellation 
Philip Hult Generation Atomic 
Bret Flesner  
Joe Kirk Electrical Power Research Institute 
Madison Schroder University of Oregon 
Matthew Warren International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
David Bailey   
Paul Ouellette Engineering Planning and Management, Inc.  
Dorothy Schneider American Nuclear Society  
Dave E. Simonelli Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
Daryl Davis  
Mike Gallagher  
Kraig Schultz  
Leslie Smith III MI Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy  
Daryl Davis  
Max Lopez Environmental Law & Policy Center 
Cyler Conrad Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
Michael Keegan  
Shawn Connors  
Terry Alsterda  
Douglas Stewart  
L Goetzinger  
Shawn Connor Stewarts Packaging, Inc.  
Sally Nosal  
Lucas Smolcic Larson MLive 
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Dillon Reed  
Gerry Bundle Midwest Energy and Communications 
Claudia Somes  
David Bailey  
Courtney Okamoto  
Jeffrey D. Quinn Engineering Planning and Management, Inc.  
Patricia Marida  
Jim  
Phil  
K  
Benjamin Kasper  
J Hulst  
Joe Kirk  
Philip H  
Lee Ellen Kirk  
63XXXXXX26  
70XXXXXX27  
73XXXXXX41  
80XXXXXX99  
63XXXXXX70  
78XXXXXX52  
51XXXXXX42  
50XXXXXX26  
41XXXXXX51  
40XXXXXX07  
21XXXXXX32  
26XXXXXX62  
50XXXXXX53  
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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE APRIL 23, 2025, HYBRID PUBLIC MEETING ON THE 
POTENTIAL PALISADES NUCLEAR PLANT RESTART DATED JUNE 11, 2025 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION:  

PUBLIC 
RidsACRS_MailCTR 
Resource 
RidsNrrDorl Resource 
RidsNrrLADHarrison 
RidsNrrDorlLlpb Resource 
RidsRgn3MailCenter 
Resource 
RidsNmssREFS Resource 
RidsNMSSDuwpRDB 
Resource 
RidsNsirDpr Resource 
APatz, OEDO 
JPelton, NRR 
JWhited, NRR 
LCruzRosado, NRR 
JPoole, NRR 
NOtto, NRR 
SBina, NRR 
JBryant, NRR 
EMiller, NRR 

PBuckberg, NRR 
JLamb, NRR 
ZTurner, NRR 
PMcKenna, NRR 
JWinslow, NRR 
JHammock, NRR 
KWood, NRR 
DWillis, OE  
SBurnell, OPA 
CWolf, OCA 
CRichie, OCA 
SHoliday, NSIR 
MDoell, NRR 
MWaters, NSIR 
MNorris, NSIR 
JQuichocho, NSIR 
KMiller, NSIR 
JHerrera, NRR 
CMurray, NSIR 
CLeatherbury, NSIR 
SSarver, NSIR 
DGarner, NSIR 
NSimonian, NSIR 

THood, NMSS 
LWillingham, NMSS 
MRichmond, NMSS 
SAnderson, NMSS 
CRegan, NMSS 
JMoses-Arnone, NMSS 
RTurtil, NMSS 
LWilkins, NMSS 
MASpencer, OGC 
JGiessner, RIII 
JKozal, RIII 
ANguyen, RIII 
VMyers, RIII  
ABarker, RIII 
HLogaras, RIII 
PChandrathil, RIII 
VMitlyng, RIII 
RMathis, RII 
LDimmick, 

 
 
ADAMS Accession Nos: 
ML25149A120 (Package) 
ML25099A233 (Meeting Notice) 
ML25111A248 (Slides) 
ADAMS Accession No. ML25149A126 (Meeting Summary)          NRC-001 
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DATE 6/11/2025 6/11/2025  
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