ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D.-C.

May 6, 1960

Honorable John A. McCone
Chairman

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Subject: COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY - DRESDEN NUCLEAR POWER STATION
Dear Mr. McCone:

The referenced informational material on operational experience with
the Dresden reactor up to approximately half the design power level
was reviewed by the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards at its
twenty-fifth meeting in Washington, D. C., on May 5, 1960. Pertinent
facts relative to this experience were discussed with representatives
of the Division of Licensing and Regulation and the Division of
Inspection.

It is the consensus of the Committee that the initial difficulty with
the control system appears to have been solved. Although the
possibility of future difficulties with this system cannot be ruled
out, it does not appear likely that such difficulties, if they should
occur, will create any significant hazards to the health and safety
of the public.

The Committee sees nothing in the reported Dresden operational experi-
ence up to half power that would preclude continuing the approach to
full power operation under carefully planned test and operational
procedures which will assure a prompt shutdown of the reactor in the
event of significant departures from expected performance of the
reactor or its control equipment. The step-by-step procedures
proposed by the applicant are in agreement with this concept.

The Committee wishes to emphasize that the Dresden Power Plant
operations for some time to come must be considered to be develop-
mental in nature. The large size of the reactor and the relatively
novel aspects of some of its control features go considerably beyond
prior experience with boiling water reactors. Further operations
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should be conducted with this firmly in mind, until such a time as
there has been a substantial period of satisfactory operation at full
power, the Committee advises that visitor access to the plant be re-
stricted to those having an official reason for such visits.

Sincerely yours,

/s/

Leslie Silverman
Chairman

A.R.Luedecke, GM
W.F.Finan, OGM
H.L.Price, DL&R

cc:
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