
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS 
UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

Honorable John A. McCone 
Chairman 
u. S. Atomic Energy Connnission 
Washington 25, D. C. 

January 21, 1960 

Subject : NUCLEAR MERCHANT SHIP {N. S. SA VANNAH) 

Dear Mr. McCone: 

The Advisory Connnittee on Reactor Safeguards Subcommittee on the N. s. 
Savannah met on January 7, 1960, with members of the Hazards Evaluation 
Branch and the Division of Reactor Devel_opment and representatives of 
the contractors on this project. During this meeting the Subcommittee 
was informed of the proposed augmentation program to deal with possible 
difficulties and to extend the testing period. 

The ACRS is planning to continue its review of the N. s. Savannah at 
its meeting January 28-30, 1960. The Committee is anxious to complete 
its study and give advice to the Conmission as soon as possible. A 
number of questions were resolved at the Subcommittee meeting. There 
are still some matters of design, testing, startup location, startup 
procedures, and operation outstanding which have not yet been adequately 
studied and resolved. Further, the details of the startup and testing 
programs have not been submitted. In view of this situation it seems 
unlikely that all of the questions will be resolved at this January 
meeting of the Committee. However, the review of the project will be 
advanced as far as possible and the Co11111ittee's views thereon will be 
furnished. 

The details of the startup program may not necessarily determine the 
suitability of the Camden site from a safety point of view. Therefore, 
if possible, it seems especially opportune at this time to advise upon 
the suitability of the Camden site for startup since the necessary 
information for such a judgment may now be in. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Isl 
Leslie Silverman 
Chairman 


