UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION III
2056 WESTINGS AVENUE, SUITE 400
NAPERVILLE, IL 60563-2657

February 18, 2025

Edwin M. Leidholdt, Ph.D. Director

National Health Physics Program (115 HP/NLR)
Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration

2200 Fort Roots Drive

Building 101

North Little Rock, AR 72114

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 03034325/2024003(DRSS) — PHOENIX VA
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Dear Dr. Leidholdt:

On November 13, 2024, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) conducted a routine
inspection at the Phoenix VA Health Care System, Phoenix, Arizona. The inspection was
limited to a review of activities authorized under Permit No. 02-10072-01. The inspector
conducted an exit meeting with the management and staff at the facility at the completion of the
inspection.

The inspection was an examination of activities conducted under the Permit as they relate to
radiation safety and to compliance with the Commission's rules and regulations. Within these
areas, the inspection consisted of selective examinations of procedures and representative
records, interviews with personnel, independent measurements, and observation of activities in
progress. Within the scope of the inspection no violations of NRC requirements were identified;
therefore, no response to this letter or the enclosed NRC Form 591M is required.

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 2.390 of the NRC’s
“Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter and its enclosure will be available electronically for
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or the NRC’s Agencywide Documents
Access and Management System (ADAMS, accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.




E. Leidholdt

Should you have any questions concerning this inspection or the enclosed report, please
contact Bryan Parker of my staff at 678-828-7050.

Docket No. 030-34325
License No. 03-23853-01VA
Permit No. 02-10072-01

Enclosure:
IR 03034325/2024003

Sincerely,

RO B E RT Digitally signed by ROBERT

ORLIKOWSKI

O R Ll KOWS KI Date: 2025.02.18 06:49:45 -06'00"

Robert J. Orlikowski, Chief
Materials Licensing Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety



NRC FORM 591M LS U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(04-2022) o

Materials Inspection Report

1. Licensee/Location Inspected: 2. NRC/Regional Office

Department of Veterans Affairs

Under Secretary for Health Region Il

Phoenix VA Health Care System U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

650 East Indian School Road 2443 Warrenville Road, Suite 210

Phoenix, Arizona 85012 Lisle, IL 60532-4352

Report Number(s) 2024-003

3. Docket Number(s) 4. License Number(s) 5. Date(s) of Inspection
030-34325 03-23853-01VA; Permit No. 02-10072-01 November 13, 2024
LICENSEE:

The inspection was an examination of the activities conducted under your license as they relate to radiation safety and to compliance with the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) rules and regulations and the conditions of your license. The inspection consisted of selective
examinations of procedures and representative records, interviews with personnel, and observations by the inspector. The inspection findings
are as follows:

1. Based on the inspection findings, no violations were identified.

|:| 2. Previous violation(s) closed.
L]

. During this inspection, certain of your activities, as described below and/or attached, were in violation of NRC requirements, and
were assessed at Severity Level 1V, in accordance with the NRC Enforcement Policy.

A. The violation(s), specifically described to you by the inspector as non-cited violations, are not being cited because they were self-
identified, non-repetitive, corrective action was or is being taken, and the remaining criteria in the NRC Enforcement Policy
were satisfied.
(Non-cited violation(s) was/were discussed involving the following requirement(s)

B. The following violation(s) is/are being cited in accordance with NRC Enforcement Policy. This form is a NOTICE OF VIOLATION,
which may be subject to posting in accordance with 10 CFR 19.11.
(Violations and Corrective Actions)

Statement of Corrective Actions

| hereby state that, within 30 days, the actions described by me to the Inspector will be taken to correct the violations identified. This statement of corrective
actions is made in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 2.201 (corrective steps already taken, corrective steps which will be taken, date when full
compliance will be achieved). | understand that no further written response to NRC will be required, unless specifically requested.

TITLE PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE AND DATE
LICENSEE'S
REPRESENTATIVE
NRC INSPECTOR | Jason Dykert JASON DYKERT e S T
BRANCH CHIEF Robet Orlikowski, Chief, MLB ROBERT ORLIKOWSKI Dete 2025.00.18.06:4103 0600
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NRC FORM 592M U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(10-04-2022) mre

Materials Inspection Record

1. Licensee Name: 2. Docket Number(s): 3. License Number(s)

Department of Veterans Affairs 030-34325 03-23853-01VA

4. Report Number(s): 5. Date(s) of Inspection:

2024-003 November 13, 2024

6. Inspector(s): 7. Program Code(s): 8. Priority: 9. Inspection Guidance Used:
Jason Dykert 3614 2 87130

10. Licensee Contact Name(s): 11. Licensee E-mail Address: 12. Licensee Telephone Number(s):

Ed Leidholdt, Ph.D.

Director, VA National Health Edwin.Leidholdt@va.gov (707) 562-8374

Physics Program

13. Inspection Type: |:| Initial 14. Locations Inspected: |:| Hybrid 15. Next Inspection Date (MM/DD/YYYY):

Routine [] Announced |[ | Main Office Field Office n/a [ ] Normal [ ] Extended
|:| Non-Routine Unannounced |:| Temporary Job Site |:| Remote D Reduced No change

16. Location(s) Inspected List:

Phoenix VA Health Care System, 650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, Arizona 85012

17. Scope and Observations:

This was an unannounced inspection of VA permit 02-10072-01, a medical facility performing diagnostic imaging and
therapeutic nuclear medicine (35.100, 35.200, 35.300, and 35.1000). The RSO, Matt Banaszak and ARSO, Xander
Arena managed radioactive materials use with a staff of 6 Authorized Users (AU) and 10 full time Nuclear Medicine
Technologists. Unit doses of Tc-99m and bulk FDG for an Intego delivery system were utilized for imaging.
Therapies utilized iodine-131 and Y-90 microspheres. Daily calibration of equipment started around 5 am with
patients as early as 6. There were two hot lab areas in the same imaging wing for PET and SPECT/CT. The permit
had recently (7/14/24) been revised, amendment 113, to remove R&D material use, authorized users, and lab areas.

The inspector observed a technologist demonstrate a daily calibration for the Intego cart to ensure fluorine-18
radiopharmaceuticals were delivered to patients as prescribed. The inspector observed unit dose and PET delivery
to patients, adequate shielding and handling of materials was observed. The inspector interviewed technologists
regarding their training, experience, and work practices. The inspector observed an AU perform a lung mapping
image, using Tc-99m MAA, to prepare for possible microsphere patient therapy. The AU and all staff involved with
the procedure utilized dosimetry worn properly and lead shielded aprons.

The inspector performed independent surveys, with a calibrated RadEye G, of nuclear medicine use areas, shielding
of unit doses received and no elevated dose rates were observed. The inspector observed a long term storage area
shed for materials, all items were properly labeled and secured. Interviews with the RSO and a review of records
important to decommissioning, for the previous R&D lab areas, demonstrated thorough surveys, analysis and
documentation of releasing previously utilized lab spaces for unrestricted use. All materials previously authorized
were brokered through a licensed service provider and documented. Prescribed therapeutic dose Written Directives
(WD) for 1-131 and Y-90 were reviewed without issue, updates to the WDs from the NRC's 2019 medical rule-making
changes had been incorporated as required.
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NRC FORM 592M U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(10-04-2022)

Materials Inspection Record (Continued)

The inspector reviewed records with the RSO and ARSO, and discussed program management. Dosimetry records
were reviewed by the RSO, and dose to staff was ALARA. Records of sealed source leak tests, and quarterly
inventories, survey instruments' and dose calibrator's calibrations were documented by contract health physicists.
Material receipt and disposals records for nuclear medicine along with daily and weekly surveys were reviewed
without issue. The Radiation Safety Committee met quarterly and documented the program improvements and
review, a major program development for utilizing Lutetium-177 was in progress for use in the near future. Annual
audits by the RSO were reviewed and discussed without issue.

The NRC inspector was accompanied by a DVA National Health Physics Program (NHPP) inspector to observe. No
violations of NRC requirements were identified as a result of this inspection.

Signature and Date - Branch Chief

Digitally signed by ROBERT ORLIKOWSKI
ROBERT ORLIKOWSKI Date: 2025.02.18 06:42:34 -06'00"
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