From: Diana Diaz Toro

Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:37 AM

To: katie.wasley@state.sd.us; Lamfers, Jozef

Cc: Beau Goldstein

Subject: NRC Section 106 review for Dewey-Burdock license renewal application

Dear Jozef and Katie,

Thank you for meeting with us on March 12, 2025, to discuss the comments and questions from
the South Dakota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) (ADAMS ML25063A116) regarding
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff’'s proposed path forward for the Section
106 process for Powertech USA, Inc.’s (Powertech) license renewal application for the Dewey-
Burdock uranium recovery project in Custer and Fall River counties, South Dakota.

As discussed, in response to your office’s recommendation that a new Level | records search be
completed of the area of potential effects (APE), the staff reached out to Powertech, the
licensee, to request a Level | records search be performed using South Dakota Historical
Society’s Archaeological Research Center to take into account any new cultural resources that
may have been recorded since issuance of the NRC license for the Dewey-Burdock project in
April 2014. Upon receipt of the results of the Level 1 records search, these will be submitted to
the SHPO.

We also appreciate the recommendations about (i) the length of review periods in any
correspondence sent to consulting parties and in a proposed new Programmatic Agreement
(PA), (ii) the frequency of updates to consulting parties on the status of monitoring as described
in a PA, (iii) including a list of deliverables in a PA, if applicable, and (iv) notifications to the
Tribal Historic Preservation Offices/Tribal Cultural Resource Offices of unanticipated discoveries
in a PA. We also shared that condition 9.8 of the license for the Dewey-Burdock project also
addresses the discovery of previously unknown cultural artifacts.

We have also invited the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to participate in the Section 106 process for NRC staff’s review of Powertech’s license
renewal application for the Dewey-Burdock ISR project with NRC serving as the lead federal
agency. BLM designated the NRC as the lead federal agency via letter dated March 6, 2025.

We also confirmed that, according to Powertech’s license renewal application, there have not
been changes to land ownership.

And, with respect to the NRC’s NEPA review, we will take into account changes to regulations
and procedures, as well as changes to the affected environment.

We again thank you for your comments and questions and the time to go over these.
Diana

Diana Diaz-Toro

Project Manager

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NMSS/REFS/EPMB?2

301-415-0930
diana.diaz-toro@nrc.gov



https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2506/ML25063A116.pdf
mailto:diana.diaz-toro@nrc.gov
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