
Tessa Wallace, Chief
MTSO BLM Branch of Solid Materials
Montana/Dakotas State Office
U.S. Bureau of Land Management
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings, MT 59101

SUBJECT: COOPERATION BETWEEN U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
AND U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ON THE DEWEY-BURDOCK IN 
SITU URANIUM RECOVERY PROJECT UNDER THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT OF 1969, AS AMENDED (DOCKET NUMBER: 
40-9075)

Dear Tessa Wallace:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff received your letter dated 
November 8, 2024 [Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) 
ML24348A096], regarding cooperation and coordination with the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) under the National Environmental Policy Act, of 1969, as amended (NEPA), 
on the NRC’s review of the License Renewal Application and BLM’s review of the Plan of 
Operations for Powertech (USA), Inc.’s Dewey-Burdock in situ uranium recovery (ISR) project in 
Fall River and Custer Counties, South Dakota. 

The NRC is considering a license renewal request submitted to it by Powertech on March 4, 
2024, pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Part 40, “Domestic 
Licensing of Source Material,” for the Dewey-Burdock ISR project (ML24081A108). The BLM is 
considering the Plan of Operations submitted to it by Powertech for the Dewey-Burdock ISR 
project in accordance with its review authority. Both agencies will conduct NEPA environmental 
reviews of the proposed actions.

Consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding between the BLM and NRC, amended on 
February 4, 2013, regarding uranium and thorium recovery activities on public lands 
(ML13072A778) and as discussed in BLM’s letter, the NRC staff confirms it will serve as the 
lead agency for the NEPA review of Powertech’s License Renewal Application and will 
coordinate and collaborate on BLM’s NEPA review of the Plan of Operations. Likewise, the NRC 
staff acknowledges that BLM will serve as the lead agency for the review of Powertech’s Plan 
and appreciates BLM’s coordination and collaboration on NRC’s review of Powertech’s license 
renewal request. 

The NRC staff looks forward to continued cooperation and coordination with the BLM staff on 
the corresponding reviews of Powertech’s Dewey-Burdock ISR project. 

January 10, 2025

https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2434/ML24348A096.html
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML2408/ML24081A108.html
https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML1307/ML213072A778.html
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing 
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available for public inspection 
in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records component of NRC’s 
ADAMS. 

If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at 301-415-3421, or via email at 
Robert.Sun@nrc.gov.  

Sincerely, 

      

Robert Sun, Chief 
Environmental Project Management Branch 2
Division of Rulemaking, Environmental,
  and Financial Support 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

Docket No: 40-9075 

Signed by Sun, Robert
 on 01/10/25

mailto:Robert.Sun@nrc.gov
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