
From: Michael Markley
To: Joyce, Ryan M.; Coleman, Jamie Marquess
Cc: Jamie Pelton (She/Her); John Lamb; Dawnmathews Kalathiveettil; Zach Turner
Subject: RE: RE: FYI: Proposed Agenda for Quarterly NRC-SNC Communications Meeting - 3 p.m. ET on 12/13
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 6:49:19 AM

Ryan,
 
I will add it to the agenda but will give you my preliminary thoughts on the subject. 
 

NRC staff is not allowed to give draft documentation (e.g., inspection exit meeting notes, PM
notes from meetings, and draft RAIs prior to transmittal for clarification, etc.) to licensees that
is not available to the public unless there is a documented basis for withholding (e.g., 2.390).
The release of draft information (e.g., inspection reports, licensing SEs, meeting
documentation, etc.) would require explicit approval by the cognizant Regional Administration
or NRR Director in accordance with NRC Management Directive 3.4, “Release of Information
to the Public.”
Sharing of draft information creates a perception of consulting that NRC should avoid.
The purpose of pre-submittal meetings is to surface bumps-in-the-road that are likely to arise
during the review.  That includes the licensee presenting details of its intended submittal
proposal and deviations and exceptions from precedents and industrial standards.  The NRC
asks questions based on the information provided and shares related insights from working
experience with similar requests and licensing history.
The purpose of pre-submittal meetings is not to achieve consensus.  Differing views are often
shared, and we sometimes go away agreeing to disagree on certain points, but we should have
mutual understanding of those differences.
If licensees feel that clarity is not achieved during a particular meeting, a subsequent pre-
submittal meeting can be requested.  We sometimes have multiple pre-submittal meetings
before the actual submittal.  Licensees can also docket an objection to a mischaracterization
of the licensee’s words/statements.
Typically, the NRC staff documents some of the major questions raised during pre-submittal
meetings but seldom tries to codify all the questions or licensee responses in totality – it is a
summary.
If the NRC were to share draft meeting summaries with licensees, all versions transmitted to
the licensee and response comments would have to be docketed as official agency records. 
That can be done, but it comes at a cost in review time and staff resources.

 
If SNC has experienced the practice of sharing draft meeting summaries in the past, it was probably
done improperly as provided in NRC Management Directive 3.4.  The question you ask is a bigger
issue than SNC and probably should be addressed via representative industry organizations (e.g.,
NEI, PWROG, BWROG, etc.).
 
Michael T. Markley, Chief
Plant Licensing Branch II-1
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From: Joyce, Ryan M. <RMJOYCE@southernco.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 2:35 PM
To: Michael Markley <Michael.Markley@nrc.gov>; Coleman, Jamie Marquess
<JAMIEMCO@SOUTHERNCO.COM>
Cc: Jamie Pelton (She/Her) <Jamie.Heisserer@nrc.gov>; John Lamb <John.Lamb@nrc.gov>;
Dawnmathews Kalathiveettil <Dawnmathews.Kalathiveettil@nrc.gov>; Zach Turner
<Zachary.Turner@nrc.gov>
Subject: [External_Sender] RE: FYI: Proposed Agenda for Quarterly NRC-SNC Communications
Meeting - 3 p.m. ET on 12/13
 
Can we add a discussion of SNC review of draft pre-submittal meeting summaries? I understand the
NRC’s stance against us reviewing draft SEs, but my recollection was that there was nothing
prohibiting us from reviewing draft pre-submittal summaries.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Michael Markley <Michael.Markley@nrc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 9, 2024 12:05 PM
To: Joyce, Ryan M. <RMJOYCE@southernco.com>; Coleman, Jamie Marquess
<JAMIEMCO@SOUTHERNCO.COM>
Cc: Jamie Pelton (She/Her) <Jamie.Heisserer@nrc.gov>; john.lamb <john.lamb@nrc.gov>;
Dawnmathews Kalathiveettil <Dawnmathews.Kalathiveettil@nrc.gov>; Zach Turner
<Zachary.Turner@nrc.gov>
Subject: FYI: Proposed Agenda for Quarterly NRC-SNC Communications Meeting - 3 p.m. ET on
12/13
 
Ryan and Jamie, Below are the proposed items for consideration during our quarterly communications meeting at 3: 00 p. m. ET on Friday, December 13, 2024. Introductory Remarks DORL PM Update Licensing caseload for SNC is high. We may supplement
 

Ryan and Jamie,
 
Below are the proposed items for consideration during our quarterly communications meeting at 3:00
p.m. ET on Friday, December 13, 2024.
 

Introductory Remarks
DORL PM Update

Licensing caseload for SNC is high.  We may supplement reviews with other LPL2-1
PMs.

Monthly NRC PM and SNC Meetings

mailto:michael.markley@nrc.gov
mailto:Michael.Markley@nrc.gov
mailto:RMJOYCE@southernco.com
mailto:JAMIEMCO@SOUTHERNCO.COM
mailto:Jamie.Heisserer@nrc.gov
mailto:john.lamb@nrc.gov
mailto:Dawnmathews.Kalathiveettil@nrc.gov
mailto:Zachary.Turner@nrc.gov


NRC staff has 20 SNC licensing actions under review currently.  NRC staff expects
another 12-4th quarter 2024, 8-1stth quarter 2025, 4-2nd quarter 2025, and 3-3rd

quarter 2025,  SNC licensing actions for a total of 27 licensing actions expected in the
next 9 months.

Status of first-of-a-kind and complex licensing actions
SNC Fleet – Exemptions to 10 CFR 73.2 definitions re: physical barriers – Audit Plan
was issued on November 15, 2024.
Hatch PSW & RHRSW completion time extension to 45-days using RICT – submitted
12/6/2023; estimated completion 1/9/2025.

Upcoming submittals (partial list)
Vogtle 3 & 4 – Add new Tcold function to Table 3.3.8-1 for passive RHR logic – pre-
submittal 10/15/2024
Vogtle 3 and 4 – Proposed LAR to Move SRs for TS 3.3.15 and TS 3.3.16 to new LCOs –
pre-submittal held 11/18/2024.
Vogtle 3 and 4 – Revise Various TS ACTIONS to Preclude Moving between MODES 5 and
6 – pre-submittal held 11/19/2024.
Vogtle 1 and 2 – Deferral of LR internals MRP-227 – pre-submittal scheduled
12/16/2024  (not on the monthly planning list)

Communications
Commission SRM-SECY-22-0052 requests evaluation for change process flexibility in
Part 52 construction and operational phases re: Tier 1 and Tier 2*
Expedited review of Vogtle ATF LTAs – completed 8/1/2023 for November 2023
shipment.  Please keep NRC informed of any continued manufacturing challenges and
delay.  Latest was that ATF LTAs are on track to be shipped in the 1st quarter of 2025?
Hatch ATF LTAs – Aware of NMSS review of GNF package.  No licensing discussion. 
SNC doing under 50.59? Has SNC received the ATF LTAs?
NRC appreciates verbal heads-up for Farley SLR in 4th quarter 2026 and PUR for
2028.  Farley SLR 6/7/2024 letter of intent received.
Vogtle 3 & 4 – Alternative for explosively actuated valves –issued 7/19/2024. The NRC
staff understands that explosive charges will be delivered to Vogtle 3 and 4 in May
2025.

Transitions to Likely or Recent Success
Farley RR-PR-04 to delay charging pump and mini-flow surveillance for RCP seal
concerns – verbal authorization 11/6/2024
Hatch S/RV amendments for higher setpoints – issued 12/9/2024

 
Please advise if other items need to be considered or modified.
 
Michael T. Markley, Chief
Plant Licensing Branch II-1
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
301-415-5723



michael.markley@nrc.gov
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