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SODI – Southern Ohio Diversification Initiative
• The Southern Ohio Diversification Initiative (SODI) is  a regional initiative 

aimed at fostering economic diversification and sustainable growth in 
Southern Ohio.

• Established to address the economic challenges faced by the region, 
particularly following the decline of traditional industries.

• SODI works to transform former industrial s ites  into hubs for new industries, 
focusing on advanced manufacturing, renewable energy, and technology 
sectors.

• SODI partners  with DOE related to ongoing efforts  to safely clean up and 
repurpose the sites, ensuring environmental protection and compliance with 
regulatory standards.

Mis s ion:
• To promote sustainable economic development through diversification, 

collaboration, and innovation.
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The PORTS site
• The PORTS (Piketon Uranium Enrichment Facility) s ite encompasses about 

3,777 acres located near Piketon, Ohio, and a former uranium enrichment 
facility that is  being redeveloped under SODI.

Strategic advantages of the site:
• Existing infrastructure, including utilities  and transportation 

access.
• Access to a skilled workforce through local educational 

institutions and training programs.

Community impact related to redevelopment:
• Job creation and economic opportunities.
• Engagement with local stakeholders  to ensure community 

needs and concerns are addressed throughout the 
redevelopment process.

3



Oklo and SODI

• Oklo announced a partnership with SODI in May 2023
• Oklo announced a land rights  agreement with SODI in Feb 2024
• Oklo is  excited about the opportunities  at SODI for powerhouses 

and possibly for other facilities
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Oklo has  made a number of team vis its  to the s ite. Here’s  a 
photo from when I and some of the Oklo team got the chance 
to meet with key folks  in the Piketon community in June 2023



Siting benefits
• Nuclear-knowledgeable and generally supportive community
• Not a high-density populated area
• The land is  already developed, as such there is  less concern about 

disturbing sensitive habitats, and less concern around cultural and 
historical evaluation.

• High pressure fire water supplies are already in place in certain areas 
on the PORTS site.

• Meteorological monitoring is  already in place.
• The land is  relatively seismically stable.
• There are existing operating NRC-licensed facilities  on the PORTS site 

(the Centrus enrichment facility).
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Possible NRC efficiency gains

• NRC has the opportunity to allow for right-sized effort related to the 
following review areas:

• Use of existing NEPA evaluations and other evaluations and data reviewed by 
other federal agencies  (DOE, in this  case)

• Use of existing NEPA evaluations and other evaluations and data reviewed by the 
NRC for other nuclear facilities  on this  s ite (e.g. existing Centrus enrichment 
facility) – this  could include Emergency Planning, Security, etc.

• Use of existing data (e.g., met data, seismic data) and especially considering 
allowance for use of older data when indicated (e.g. met data might change in a 
decade, but seismic data is  unlikely to change substantively on that timescale).

• Consider allowance for use of USGS data for seismic analysis  which exists  for 
essentially all locations in the U.S.

6



Thank you
Caroline Cochran

For questions, please contact regulatory@oklo.com
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