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Section 53.855 Why doesn't this seem to require any actual, funded, Emergency Response
Organization?

Section 53.860(a)(2)(i1) change "permanent removal of fuel from the reactor vessel" to
"permanent removal of fuel from the reactor vessel SITE"

Section 53.880 This section deals with risk insights. Let me just tell you what I believe is a
major shortcoming in the present, (and past), US NRC organization: they have not told the
NRC staff what amount of risk is actually acceptable. Why is that important? Well, it still
would not prevent the kind of insight that would identify one type of risk as greater, (or less
than), another. But it also does not allow a risk analyst to ignore any risk (at or less than that
specified). THIS COSTS MONEY AND TIME. (Please note that identifying a specific
amount of risk does not prevent that risk from happening. It does save you the cost of
analysing it.)

Does this sound like a crazy, untested idea to you? Well, let me tell you, it is not. Probably
close to 30 years ago, the US NRC "encouraged" the industry to get familiar with risk analysis
by specifying that each plant do an Independent Plant Examination, (IPE). (These have come
to be called Probabilistic Risk Assessments, or PRAs.) Anyway, to the best of my memory,
we, and ALL the plants, used what we called a "screening value" and ignored ALL event risk
less then a certain value. (I am not going to tell you what that value is here, but the same
number was used by all the plants. Probably wouldn't be too hard to figure out by looking at
the old PRAs.)

Section 53.880(b) It is important to have acceptance criteria, as this section points out. I find
it VERY important to have right away.

Thank you,

Tom Gurdziel
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