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Re: Homestake Mining Company of California Modification of the Evapotranspiration Cover 

(DOCKET NUMBER: 040-08903; HPD Log#122253) 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sun: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter dated March 26, 2024, regarding the above referenced Section 106 
undertaking and your request for information on historic and cultural resources that may be affected by 
the proposed modification to the ET cover. 
 
A review of the revised APE, received April 4th via email, compared with our New Mexico Cultural 
Resources Information System (NMCRIS) database, shows one archaeological site (LA 153557) within 
the Rock Armor Riprap Stockpile area.  This site is documented as being a large Pueblo II (AD 900-1100) 
site with architectural features and an associated artifact scatter.  Additional archaeological sites are 
shown to be within the North Borrow Area. However, due to the scale of the APE as shown in Enclosure 
2, it is hard to determine how many archaeological sites may in the North Borrow area. 
 
Although the Homestake Mill site has been highly disturbed, it is difficult to assess whether these 
previously recorded sites have been affected.  Cultural resource surveys were completed in 2018, 2006, 
and in the mid-1990s.   It is not clear whether any additional archaeological investigations were 
completed to assess effects from reclamation activities.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding these comments.  I can be 
reached by telephone at (505) 827-4064 or by email at michelle.ensey@dca.nm.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michelle M. Ensey 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
 & State Archaeologist 
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