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Office of Administration §
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August 20, 1991

Mr. John C. Hoyle

Committee Management Officer
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of the Secretary
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Hoyle:

As required by section 7(b) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA), as amended (5 U.S.C., App.), and Executive Order 12024,
the eral Services Administration (GSA) and the O0Office of

~-Management and Budget (OMB) are in the process of conducting an
annual comprehensive review of Federal advisory committees. This
review encompasses an evaluation of the extent to which advisory
committees are accomplishing the purposes and goals for which
they are created by Executive Branch departments based upon
reports and other information provided by sponsoring
organizations or otherwise available.

We are enclosing a series of recommendations relating to those
committees maintained by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).
These recommendations provide specific proposals, as well as
general observations regarding the Commission’s performance in
adequately justifying the continuance of existing groups. OMB
staff have concurred in the transmission of the recommendations
to your Department.

In order to complete the annual comprehensive review, your
comments, 1if any, should be provided to me no later than
September 5, 1991. In addition to addressing our
recommendations, please feel free to ©provide any other
suggestions you may have.

These recommendations and your response will be used to prepare a
report to the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
President, and the Congress regarding the status of Executive
Branch activities to control the number and costs of advisory
committees. It is important, therefore, that we receive your
response by the date indicated. We will assume your concurrence
with each recommendation if no response is received.



Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Please give me a call
on (202) 501-4884 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Ot ? N

7
JkMmes L. Dean
Director
Committee Management Secretariat

Enclosures



Annual Comprehensive Review

Of Federal Advisory Committees

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Overview and Recommendations

In Fiscal Year 1990, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported seven Federal
advisory committees, one of which was newly formed. Federal staff support years to
maintain these committees totaled 31.3 FTE at a reported cost of $1,734,859. A total of 83
meetings were held, 26 of which were closed or partially closed to the public; and 63 reports
were produced. One advisory committee was terminated during the fiscal year.

The Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste (ACNW) was established by NRC in 1988
to advise the commission on the disposal, handling, processing, transportation, storage, and
safeguarding of nuclear waste. In FY 1990 the committee issued a total of 20 reports to the
Commission. Topics discussed and recommended on ranged from Investigation of
Potential Volcanism at the Yucca Mountain High-Level Waste Repository Site to the NRC
Program on Low-Level Radioactive Wastes.

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act on 1982, amended by P.L. 100-203, 12/22/87, established
an independent body within the Executive Branch known as the Nuclear Waste Technical
Review Board (NWTRB), whose function it is to evaluate the technical and scientific validity
of activities undertaken to dispose of nuclear waste, including the transportation of such
waste. The ACNW advises on the disposal and transportation of radioactive hazardous
materials; therefore, GSA and OMB staff recommend NRC future year ACNW costs be
scaled down accordingly to reflect this apparent duplication of function with NWTRB.

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS), established by statute in
1957, provides advice on potential hazards of proposed or existing reactor facilities and the
adequacy of proposed safety standards. In FY 1990 the committee held 61 meetings and
issued 37 reports. Reports issued in FY 1990 include "Coherence in the Regulatory
Process,” "NRC Safety Research Program Budget," "Severe Accident Research Program,"
and "Proposed Rule on Nuclear Power Plant License Renewal."

Committee Terminations

GSA and OMB staff recommend the NRC reevaluate the following two committees
for possible termination.

Advisory Committee on the Medical Use of Isotopes

Though minimally active if measured by number of meetings held per year, the
committee has been exceptionally active in prior years in terms of number of reports issued.
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InFY 1980, for example, the committee submitted to the Commission 19 reports on license
applications, and four reports on special projects such as teletherapy and home care for
I-131 therapy patients. As late as FY 1986 ACMUI held no meetings yet issued a total of
36 reports; however, in FY 1989 and againin FY 1990, the committee issued only one report
per year, that being a transcript of its annual meeting. On the surface it would appear the
committee no longer serves the NRC by reviewing and providing recommendations on
specific licensing cases. A condition of diminished utility is therefore indicated.

Advisory Panel for the Decontamination of TMI-2

The Panel, composed largely of non-technical people, appears unecessary at this time.
The Panel’s justification for continuance, as reflected inits FY 1990 Annual Report, Section
20A., indicates in a brief statement that members considered topics during the duration of
the one day meeting, but it provides no ostensible evidence that the Panel made any
effective recommendations which may have influenced NRC program policy or operations.
Additionally, Panel activity has declined to a marked degree, the FY 1990 Annual Report
noting the Panel to have met four to 12 times a year in the past. Duties may be assumed by
NRC staff.

Committee Justifications

In concluding its review of NRC advisory committee Annual Reports, GSA found the
following two committees to have filed brief and/or nonspecific justifications:

* Licensing Support System Review Panel

* Nuclear Safety Research Review Committee



