UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

May 23, 2024

Mr. Scott Lathrop, Chief Executive Officer

yak tityu tityu yak tithini Northern Chumash Tribe
P.O. Box 13938

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Dear Mr. Lathrop:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your
letter dated April 18, 2024, related to the licensing of emerging technologies to remediate
contaminated uranium mining sites on tribal lands.

Thank you for sharing your views and concerns. The Commission appreciates hearing
perspectives of the Northern Chumash Tribe on this important topic. We continue to evaluate
the options developed by the NRC staff to license emerging technologies for the remediation of
mine waste provided to the Commission in SECY-23-0055 (https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-
collections/commission/secys/2023/index.html). Our aim remains to identify an efficient and risk-
informed approach to licensing these technologies in accordance with our mission to protect
public health and safety and the environment. Once the Commission makes a decision, the NRC
staff will continue to engage with the Northern Chumash Tribe and all interested stakeholders
when implementing the selected option.

If you have any questions, please contact Kevin Williams, Director, Division of Materials
Safety, Security, State, and Tribal Programs, Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.
Kevin can be reached at (301) 415-3340 or via email at Kevin.Williams@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

Christopher T. Hanson





