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April 23, 2024

Mr. Anthony Bowers

Chief, Reactor Security Branch

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Subject: Deferral of Final Resolution of SFAQ 2022-02, “SAE Program Requirements” to Rulemaking
Dear Mr. Bowers:

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)', on behalf of our members, requests a withdraw of SFAQ 2022-02,
“SAE [Substance Abuse Expert] Program Requirements.” The issue at hand is expected to be
incorporated in the forthcoming “Drug and Alcohol Testing: Technical Issues and Editorial Changes” (Tech
Issues) rulemaking.

For background, on November 16, 2023, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a public
meeting to discuss the agency’s proposed resolution to SFAQ 2022-02. On December 14, 2023, NEI
submitted comments? on the NRC’s proposal. Subsequently, on February 7, 2024, the NRC conducted a
public meeting regarding the development of the plan for the Tech Issues rulemaking. As discussed during
that meeting, and as illustrated on slide 18 of the NRC'’s presentation®, the specific matter discussed in
SFAQ-2022-22 is expected to be addressed during the rulemaking. NEI concurs with including this issue
in the Tech Issues rule and requests a withdrawal of the SFAQ at this time.

Please contact me with any questions or comments at jdr@nei.org.

/e

Johnny Rogers, Technical Advisor

Sincerely,

C: Brian Zaleski, NSIR/DPCP/RSB

" The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) is responsible for establishing unified policy on behalf of its members relating to matters
affecting the nuclear energy industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI's members
include entities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect
and engineering firms, fuel cycle facilities, nuclear materials licensees, and other organizations involved in the nuclear energy
industry.

2 Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession Number ML23348A242.
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