
 

                          
                                                                                         April 18, 2024  

 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
Washington, DC 20555-0001  
 
Re: Tribal Endorsement of Option 2B for High-Pressure Slurry Ablation (HPSA) technology 
 
Dear Chair Hanson and Commissioners Wright, Caputo, and Crowell 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of yak tityu tityu yak tilhini Northern Chumash Tribe (ytt Tribe) to 
express our endorsement of High-Pressure Slurry Ablation (HPSA) technology for the remediation 
of abandoned uranium mine (AUM) sites, as advocated by the Navajo Nation Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 
ytt Tribe is the founding sponsor of Tribal Consent-Based Coalition, a pan-indigenous nonprofit 
selected by the Department of Energy for their Consent-Based Siting Consortia on Spent Nuclear 
Fuel.  Along with our consortia partners North Carolina State University and Mothers for Nuclear, 
we are actively researching the history of uranium mining and remediation efforts.  From a tribal 
perspective, if American nuclear energy is to grow in the future, we must reconcile the troubled 
history of uranium mines on indigenous land.   
 
The Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency has emphasized the critical need for 
innovative remediation technologies to address the longstanding environmental and health 
hazards posed by AUM sites on Native lands. Their endorsement of Disa Technologies' HPSA 
technology underscores its potential to significantly enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of 
cleanup efforts, thereby fulfilling the United States' responsibility to Native communities while 
advancing environmental justice objectives for all Americans.   
 
Similarly, the Breakthrough Institute has provided compelling arguments in favor of Option 2B in 
SECY-23-0055, which proposes regulating HPSA technology under a source material framework 
using a service provider approach. This approach aligns with our objectives of prioritizing the 
public interest and facilitating the timely and comprehensive remediation of AUM sites on 
sovereign tribal lands. 
 
We echo these expert recommendations for the Commission to adopt an improved 
interpretation of byproduct material and uranium milling, exempting remedial actions like HPSA 
from unnecessary regulatory burdens. Such an approach would not only streamline the licensing 
process but also ensure that remediation efforts are conducted in a manner that is protective of 
tribal members' health and homelands.   
 
In conclusion, we urge the Commission to consider the full breadth of its authority and honor its 
trust responsibility to clean up abandoned uranium mine sites on Native lands. By selecting 
Option 2B and embracing innovative technologies the Commission would be demonstrating their 
commitment to correcting historical wrongs against Indigenous communities and advancing the 
broader goals of environmental protection and public health. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Scott R. Lathrop, Chief Executive Officer 
lathrop@yttnorthernchumash.org 

 

Board Members: 
 

Scott R. Lathrop, CEO 

Shane Goldman, President 

Wendy Lucas, Vice 
President 

Kelsey Shaffer, Secretary 

Arturo Cabada Jr., 
Treasurer 

Susana C. Mata, Director 

Sean Morris, Director 

 

Mona Tucker, Tribal 
Liaison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
501 (c) 3 Non-Profit  

California # C3326701 

Federal # 27-4006315 

CAGE # 9BGE2 

UEI # GC28SMY4W1N5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PO Box 13938 
San Luis Obispo, Ca. 

93406 

 



1

Chair Resource

From: Scott Lathrop <lathrop@yttnorthernchumash.org>
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 5:02 PM
To: Chair Resource; CMRWright Resource; CMRCaputo Resource; CMRCrowell Resource
Subject: [External_Sender] Tribal Endorsement of Option 2B
Attachments: NRC Letter SECY-23-0055.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Honorable Commissioners 
 
As you are aware remediation of hazardous Uranium mines on Navajo lands is way past due.  
Option 2B is an environmentally friendly and cost‐effective process that can be deployed immediately pending NRC's 
approval. Find attached ytt Tribe's letter of endorsement of Option 2B. 
 
Respectfully submitted for your consideration. 
‐‐  
Scott R. Lathrop, CEO 
ytt Northern Chumash Nonprofit 
1‐805‐801‐8401  
yttnorthernchumash.org      
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